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INTRODUCTION, 
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WHOEVER attempts to give an account of 
public tranfaclions mould be above the reach and 
power of hope and fear, and all kinds of INTE^- . 
REST; that he may always dare to fpeak the truth, 
and write of all without prejudice, religioufly ob- 
ferving never to abufe the public faith, but to guard 
againft the bias and affections of thofe who would 
endeavour to impofe on him by falfe or exagger- 
ated reports. He mould not confine himfelf to 
a bare recital of the actions of men, but to lay 
open the motives and principles from which they 
took their rife, and upon which they proceeded to 
their final iflues. When in public tranfaclions 
in which all parties are concerned, fome perfons 
make themfelves more confpicuous than others, it 
is not barely fufficient to mention their names. 
The hearts of fuch actors muft be laid open. The 
readej muft be let into their moil important mo- 
tives and defigns, and favoured with a fight of 
thofe fecret iprings which moved them to the en- 
terprize whether it fucceeded or mifcarried. He 
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mould be difinterefted himfelf, and attribute no 
motives to perfons whofe actions could bear a 

-i?ftbV!?4V;i3U-v 

vourable conduction ; when he is convinced that|jj|j| 
they had no intereft in interfering in thofe fcenes of 
diforder and tumult which he chufes for the fubjecl: 
of his narrative. 
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Upon thofe principles Doctor Woodward mould 
have proceeded when he introduced me on the 
ftage after bis account of the difturbances in the 

fouth of Ireland. Difturbances which diferaced 

''.',' . . ^ ;: '-r 

the nation, -by the manner in which they were :;| 

heightened in the foreign prints, painting us in a </ 
irate of barbarifrn aad rebellion, and which how- 
ever unjuftifiable, yet borrow (in the county of 
Cork at leaft) their importance more from the co- 
lourings of exaggerating writers, than from any fig- 
nal or fingular event which would fuit the dignity 
of the hiftorian's pencil, whofe office it is to pro- 
nounce the deftiny of the great ones of the earth ; 
to fix their character with pofterity, to do juftice 
to virtue and worth, and to admit no figures into 
his hiftorical groupe but jhe figures of the great 
and illuftrious. It is true that public tranfactions 
fhould be recorded, though the characters which 
appeared on the fcene are far from being illuftri- 
ous. The Roman hiftorians have tranfmitted to 

pofterity 



pofterity the war of the JIaves. And the Right 
Reverend Bifhop of Cloyne has favoured the pub- 
lic with a general account of the operations of the 
Mu niter rabble. But he differs widely from the 
patterns after whom he fhould have copied. For 
however unworthy of the hiftorian's pen the ex- 
ploits of fhabby heroes may g appear, yet when he 
hands their achievements down to pofterity, he 
ihould paint them in their proper colours, and range 
them under their refpeftive banners. When Tacitus 
defcribes the revolt of the Pannonian legions, in- 
cited to /edition by Perfennius, a common foldier, 
and the Captain Right .of his time, he informs his 
readers of that incendiary's profej/ion. But when 
the'Bifhop of Cloyne promifes, in his title-page, 
A general Account of the InfurreEiions in the South of 
Ireland, <wii.h their rife and progrefs, he leads a* I 
his warriors into the field in the fame uniform. 
They are all a popi/b mob. difarming Protejtants to 
overthrow the eftablijhed religion. In this affertion 
I (hall take the liberty of differing in opinion from 
the Biihop, with the fame freedom that Lefley, a 
diflenting minifter, contradicted Archbifhop King, 
when that prelate wrote his Hiflory of the State 
of the Proteftants in Ireland under James the Se- 
cond ; and as Beverley Higgins, a gentleman of 
eflablifhed religion, differed wiaely in opinion 

from 
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from Bifhop Burnet, when he wrote the Hiftory of -j 

Times. ; ;: 



Happy ! if I could difcover nothing reprehen^- 
fible in the Bifhop of Cloyne's pamphlet, but hif- 
torical inaccuracy ! It would affect me no more 
than fome of the ftories of Herodotus, who was fo 
liable to milinformation. For a mob is a mob, whe- 
ther they be Proteftants or fapifts. A popijb mob 
may crop horfes and burn ricks of corn in Ireland ; 
and a Proteftant mob may burn houfes and at- 
tempt to plunder the bank in London. It is the 
crime, not the religion of the criminal, which dif- 
turbsthe peace of fepiety, and is puniflied by the 



But when in the Biihop's pamphlet I fee myfelf 
perfonally attacked, and (what concerns me more 
than any perfonal injury) my religion glanced at 
as inconfiftent with the fecurityof the ilate. When 
I fee Catholic prelates, who are an ornament to 
the age, wounded by an intimation that their al- 
legiance to their King in temporals is a prevarica- 
tion of their obedience to their fupreme paftor in 
fpirituals. For here, according to Doctor Wood- 
ward's innuendo, perjury muft be the alternative. 
If they fwear allegiance to the Pope, they cannot 

fwear 
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fwear allegiance to the King. If they fwear al- 
legiance to the King, they cannot fwear allegiance 
to the Pope ftill they fwore allegiance to both. 
Perjury then is inevitable. A dreadful dilemma 
arifing from a confecration-oath, tranflated into 
Englilh for the purpofe of perplexing the igno- 
rant, and left unexplained for the purpofe of ren- 
dering venerable prelates obnoxious to the public. 
When I fee Dodlor Woodward one of the pi- 
lots of the veffels of the eftablifti'd religion hang- 
ing out the fignal of diftrefs, and crying aloud on 
the deck, " THE CHURCH OF IRELAND is AT 

" THIS PRESENT MOMENT IN IMMINENT DAN- 

et GER OP SUBVERSION." From whom ? From 
the Di/fefiters ready to pull down an ecclefiaftical 
eftablifhmenl, and the Cathelics ready to Jet up }heir 
own. That is to fay, from two clafles of fubjecls 
more interefted in improving thirty-nine acres of 
ground for the fupport of their families, than in 
abolifhing the thirty- nine articles of Bilhop Wood- 
ward's profeffion of faith, which (however found- 
ed in the Scriptures) thoufands of Proteflant Di- 
vines all over Europe would not fubfcribe. When 
I now fee the three great claffes of High-church- 
men, Diflenters and Catholics, whom I have for- 
merly feen to drown their religious diflinclions 
in the noife of the alarm drum, and march un- 
der 
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der the fame banners to proteft the beds of fheif 
wives, and the cradles of their children againft 
the common foe. When I fee them now difunit- 
ed, (if they were mad enough to be di (united by 
the croaking of controverfy, and in fpeculative 
points which puzzle the mind, to forget focial 
friendmip which cheers and warms the heart.)* 
When I fee them difunited, or on the eve of 
a rupture in confequence of this alarming pro- 
clamation, truths which at other times Jhould be 
kept in filence for the prejer'vation of harmony, muft 
now be brought to public notice, 1 am at a lofs what 
to fay. By fuch a declaration the Bifhop acknow- 
ledges that his pamphlet is not calculated to pre~ 
ferve harmony, otherwife he would have been fi- 
lent; or his words are a riddle which muft 
be unravelled by a greater CEdipus than Mr* 
O'Leary. 

However, as the unhappy diffurbances in the 
South of Ireland have afforded a pretext for the 

* Mr. O'Leary hopes that none will cavil at thefe words, 
as if utter d by a latitudrnariam. He is a Head-fail Catholic j- 
but is no more inclined to quarrel with any perfoir on ac- 
count of" his religion, than to quarrel- with "him on account 
of the colour of his clothesv 



dlflblurion of this harmony which reign'd amongft 
the natives of this kingdom a few years before ; 
and as the Catholics in general as well as Mr. 
O'Leary in particular have been mifreprefented, 
the following defence, in which the Infurrections 
are mentioned, is humbly fubmitted to the judg- 
ment of the public. If Mr. O'Leary fpeaks of 
himfelf, it is becaufe he is perfonally attack'd. - 
Every man who is put on his defence, mull do 
the fame. In the courfe of his defence he will 
hold up the hiltorical mirror. 

If it reflects any fpecks on the faces of fome 
who may behold it, let them attribute their 
deformity to themfelves. Truths mall guide my 
pen, and the liiftorian muft be impartial. 

If I enter more deeply into the fubjedr. than 
I firfl intended, it is in order to mew by every 
proof which moral evidence can afford, that the 
Catholics of this kingdom could not form any 
defign againft either church or ftate, as has been 
malicioufly infmuated in feveral Pamphlets. The 
Bifhop of Cloyne has given the profile. I mall 
draw the face in full. 
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H fe unprovbk'd attack made era my. charac- 
ter ti^as for a long time a rhyftery to btliers a : si 
well as to myfelf. THe perufal of .feeral jSarri- 
j)hle'ts at length enabled me to unfold it. The 
faiufmurs bf thd iower drder$ againft prbclors and 
titlie-cariters iiiduced the authors of ,feveral publi- 
cations (fome of the'm were berieficed clergymeh) 
to wifli for fome other rriode of fiippofting the 
clergy, lefs dppfeffive to the poor tHari the collec- 
tion of tithes attended with continual litigatidris, 
but equally advantageous to the clerical proifeflion, 
and more honourable, as it would remove every 
cicpafiori of difpute between piftors and their pa- 
rilhio'ners; This plan, however coumehanced by 
the ableft men. 'in England, and by many fenfibJe 
men of the eftablimed church in Ireland, made 
Theophilus miid, and the Bimop[bf Cloytie fomeivkat 
angry. The alarm, bell was xung by Thepphilus, 

B y. and 
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and tke-.-prefies began to-4eem with the 
pamphletsT "Some "Batteries" were to be credited to 
defend the ufual mode of collecting tithes. And 
on the walls of the church was planted the rufty 
cannon of popery to fire f and give notice of the 
approach of the enemy. -lit was laid do^n as a 
maxim, that in the Catholic church the clergy en- 
force the payment of tithes jura divino * ; and that 
the clergy of the church of Rome would . refume 
the tithes;with the affijlance of foreign powers. This 
mafterpiece of general/hip (if I may Xife a word 
which I cannot find in Johnfon's Dictionary) fuc- 
ceeded. What Lord Clarendon faid of the reign 
of Charles the Firfl was verified in eighty-feven. 
'The Papifts 'were the mojl common 'place , and the butt 
againft which all the arrows were directed. Ghilinis y s 
letter and the Bifhop*s confecration-oath were rouf- 
ed from their dufty pillows, and ftripped of their 
long Roman drefs were introduced into every ;.cir- /j 
cle in- an.JEnglifh garb; The arrival of thpfe fo- l -' 
feigners alarmed feveral on their firft. appearance, as 
much (and with as much reafotfi as the tidings of 
the arrival of Height hundred Jefuits mouated on 
dromedaries, alarmed the citizens of London in 
the reign of Charles the Second, though the mef- 
fenger who frightened others knew that he was 
fecure from the danger. . " 

It happened that in, order to reclaip by reafon 
people who had fhaken off the yoke of authority, 
I told the white-boys that if they had grievances to 
complain of, the kgiflature alone was competent to redrefs 
them ; informing them at the fame time that no power 
on earth would permit any fet of men to overturn eft a- 
blifoed laws by private authority *|*. The word grie'v- 

* See Theophilus. 

f The letters may he feen in the Appendix* 

" ' ' ' . ances 
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alarmed the Bifliop, for reafons unknown to 
me, but beft known to himfelf. This was the 
" fignal for war, as if my conduct and writings had 
been incentives to /edition. Every advantage was 
taken of me. But it is now time to repel force by 
force, and to recover the ground of which; my ag- 
grefibrs have taken poffeffion during my carelels 
inactivity. 

Pray, then, my Lord Bifhop of Cloyne, and 
you Theophilus, whofe mouth, like ,that of Palinii- 
rus, is better qualified for blowing that trumpet 
which you have thruft into mine, tuba ciere viros 
martemque accendere canto. On what ground can 
'you bring the charge againft Mr, O'Leary ? Can 
you ground it on my writings ? You have garbled 
them ; you have mangled them ; you had models 
to copy after. And imitation is' no. bad help. A 
man attempted once to deny the refurreclion by 
the fame texts that eftablim the belief of it. He 
fucceeded by adding a monofyllable, and placing a 
point of interrogation in the room of a full flop, 
and tranfpofing a word. The text runs thus: 
Surrexit. Non eft hie. He is rifen. He is not here* 
The literary magician got rid of the difficulty by 
punctuating and tranfpofing the words in the fol- 
lowing manner: Surrexit ne? Non. Eft hie. [s 
he rifen ? No. He is here. There is ingenuity. 
And by his ikill in mangling phrafe-s the Bifhop of 
Cloyne changes the way of the crofs is the road to 'the 
crown, into SEDITION. 

When I come to the vindication of my writings, 
I mail (hew more of the Bifhop's ingenuity in fcat- 
tering limbs, which I fhall reftore to their proper 
places. Doctor Woodward and I live in the fame 
county. Can he (land forth, and arraign my con- 
duel?" 
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The dlfturtrances took th ef r rife iri the diocefe 
! of Cloyhe 7 , abbut the month bf September, 17850 
I never Md been 1 iri; that diocefe but twice on d 
vifit to Mr. Roch6 of Tfabulgarii ; who, about two' 
years before the difturbahces had retired to Naples 
for the benefit of his health.. I h'ad no accjuaint- 
' : ancesin tne dibcefe of Cloyhe, except the Pro- 
teftant and Catholic gentlemen of confe'quehce. 
"And however great my efleem for, and the confi- 
dence I repofe in therfij I am riot fo divetted of 
common fen fe as to put myfelf m Jtherr power; 
it would be the means 6f fofing thefr ^fteem.-^' 
Want of prudence, fays Lord Littleton, is often- 
times want of virtue. And I 'would fbVfeit my 
claim to both, if I 'urged a deluded multitude to' 
their deftrudtion by encburagirig them to fly in" the 
"face of eltablifhed laws, " and .to.' deprive. an^ per- 
fon of the property fecured tp 'him by the ftate. 
For whom does the Bifhbp of Clbyne take me 
'then, when, in his Poflfcript, interlarded 'with the 
garbled paflages of rny addreffes, he throws out 
'infinuations fo injurious to my chafacler^ arid at- 
tempts to palliate and extenuate thofe infinuations 
under the thin gauze of a falvo ; I do riot fa'y ~ihat 
'the reverend author intends to fow ' fedition, 'but if 
f uch 'were his defign ? * Will any man of ferife be 
fadsfied with the excufe of "a mbnofyllable but or 
'if? I am not acquainted with the lower claiTes in 
his diocefe, though they know me from charadVer, 
as a man more inclined to lead them into the path 
bf fubordination and peace, than to goad them to 
madnefs. 

I have renounced every claim to tithes by my 
facred vows. The Lord Bifhop of Cloyne thert 
may reft fatisfied that I never intended to fow fedi- 

* Bifhop of Gloyna's Pamphlet,- p. 106, 

tlon- 
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tipn, from, .a; rapacious view, to his, ecclefiafticajl 
yeveniues, and tliat I can frankly fay with parfon, 
Adams to his brother TruIHber,. in. Fielding's 
Jofeph Andrews, Nihil habeo cum.porcis. I have 
no call to your tithe Pigs. 

The Bifiiop and the public muft then acknowledge 
ibat T was in no manner whatever. inter.efted irj 
tithe.s,mucji lefs. in fomenting riots arid diforders. 
But common fenfe and prudence muft acknow-- 
ledge,, that a perfon in.my fituation could not 
with .propriety ftan<d by as an indifferent fpecla- 
tqr of -tumults and diforders which threaten ? d the 
peace, of. the CQmmunity, and which I well fore- 
iaw would.be conrtrued by malevolence into. a, 
Pppiffi confederacy againft the ftate, as Theophilus 
has.fmce conftrued .it. Neither does the Biihop 
f Cloyne contradicl: him in .the fbprt.and partial 
account he has given, in his pamphlet of rifings 
wiich he attribiates. to . a Popijb '.mctb.. 

From one parilh in the diocefe of Cloyne, the 
difturbances began to fpread to another, and as. 
bad example feldom.ends where .it firfl began, ' 
the contagion at laft .reach'd the. borders of the 
diocefe. of Cork ; and as a . gangrene that eats . 
its way. from, the extremities of the body' 
to the very vitals.-^-TT-Captain. Right's procla- 
mations made their way to the very heart of the 
cii'y, about ,five months after they .had been pub- 
iifh'd in the : diocefe of Cloyne. On a Sunday 
morning a feditious notice was ppfted (and breath- 
ing nothing but a dpwnright . difrefpecl:. to the 
clergy) on the gate of the parifh chappl, inviting 
fuch as found : themfelves pppr^fs-d by .pampered 
tfheolQgians , wiiQ&God was their fyelly, and ivhofe 
religion <was a hogjbe.ad of. <wine, (the .very words of 
the notice) to meet .at an appointed hour in order 
to regulate their -pittance .according to. ihe : Qofpel rule. 
"' "- "" " """" v - """' That 
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That very day I was going on bufinefs to the 
.country, when to uiy furprife I met with num- 
bers of common people reading a fimilar notice 
pafted up againft the -gate of my own chapel. 
PPas it meddling <wiih the politics- of this Protejlant 
country y as the Bifhop of Cloyne's favourite Theo- 
philus upbraids me, to make w.ar upon diforder 
and licentioufnefs ? Or is jt becaufe the Bimop 
.of Gloyne was filent and. r paflive -during the tu- 
mults which had changed his ,diocefe into a fcene 
of diforder and anarchy, thatl fhould be filenced 
;by the clamour of fedition founding the trumpet 
at the threihold of my chapel ? I defer'ol my ex- 
curfion, and at every congregation from eight to 
one p*clock, I enlarged upon the fcan.d?l .and 
impropriety of luch proceedings, pointed out 
to the common people the danger to which they 
.expofed themfelves, the confufion in which they 
-\vere involving the community ; and made ufe 
of the moft perfuafive arguments in my power to 
Teclaim them .to their duty. If I deferv'd to be 
compar'd to any illuftrious character, it is not to 
Mark Antony 'working upon the paffions of the 
multitude, in order to arm againft Brutus and his 
confederates, that the Bilhop of Clpyne ihould 
have compared me. If he intended a compliment, 
and wifhM to tempt my vanity, of becoming a 
i>aaft&r y he mould have compar'd me rather to 
Tunius Blefus appeafmg the Pannonian legions, 
who had been urged to revolt againft .their officers 
by a common folaier. calFd Perfenhius, the Captain 
Right of his da>y.s. 

I thought it my duty both as a loyal fubjecl, 
a clergy-maii, and a member of civil fociety, to 
contribute to the prefervation .of publick order, 
and to guard deluded multitudes againft deftruc- 
tion, to the utm^ft of my power. 

' Thp 



'" * * , . " : *.''.: 

The hohmif and intereft of the Catholic body of- 
ten mifreprefented, and become the theme of fcur- 
rilous or fanatical writers,- were farther incentiveis 
to my zeal.-, I recollected the unmerited abufe 
given fora long time in the papers to the Ca- 
tholics, becaufe fevenfeen houfe-keepers in Dub- 
lin, had unguardedly fign'd a requifition to the 
High Sheriff for the pufpofeof convening an ag- 1 
gregate meeting relative to a parliamentary re- 
form. Tho' I am confident the feventeen knew 
as little about the impropriety of their figning that 
requifition, and forefaw as little the , offence it: 
would give, as the High Sheriff himfelf forefaw 
that he would be attached by the Court of King's- 
Bencb. And as to the Catholics in their difqua- 
lifted fituation, they cpiild not with either pru- 
dence or propriety, follow any other line but that 
of a ftricl: neutrality in a political queftioq, ori 
tvhich neither the friends nor opponents of a par- 
liamentary reform, would acknowledge them com- 
petent td determine. I had moreover hi my very 
recent recollection, the falfe alarm rung aft over 
Ireland and Great-Britain, on the 1 o'ccafiorfof Mr. 
O'Connor, whofe linneal defcent frorri Roderick 
O'Connor, the lafl monarch of the Milefian race p ! 
in the reign of He'nry the Second, was publifhed 
in the papers ; the formidable forces of that claim- 
ant to the royalties of his anceftors ; forces which 
a member in the Houfe of Commons af^rmed to 
amount to a thoilfand, but which, fpon after iri 
the Englifh papers, were increafed to eighteen 
thoufand well difeiplined men ; another member-s 
declaration in the Senate, that the Prpteflant in- 
tereft was now at flake, and that he would ftand 
forth ks champion; afed the cpnfequerit challenge 
made on the Minifter of State to know if govern- 
ment hadfnarehed the army againil -King O'Connor* 

Whert 



When I recollected- a private gentleman, at' the' 
head of a few fervants armed with fpades and 
clubs, keeping poffefiipn of a litigated fpot of land,- 
confifmed to him afterwards by a decree of the 
Courts of Juftice. When I recollected this gentle- 
man enlarged in-lo a mighty monarch, through the 
magnifying glafs of mi-freprefentatiori, I had every 
room to apprehend, that the enemies of the Ca- 
tholics would mifreprefent them to government,, 
according to their ujual cu j ftom > and that the quar- 
rel between the peafant and the proctor for a baf- 
ket of potatoes, would be mifconftrued into a 
ftruggle. between the King and the fubject, for the 
jewels of the crown. The nobility and gentry of 
Ireland are now convinced that my conjectures and 
apprehenfions were not groundlefs, when they 
read the flanders of Theophilus,. and the pamph- 
let publifhed by Doctor Woodward. 

If I were allowed the liberty of ufing a meta- 
phor, wild and extravagant indeed as to the manner 
of the expreffion, but natural enough as far as it- 
may convey my meaning, I could fay, that my ap- 
prehenfions on fimilar occafions were not the fruit 
of fancy. They are the natural growth of the 
county of Cork, and vegetate in that very foil. 
In that county Machiavels maxim, divide and go- 
vern, has been followed for many years, and the 
plan for changing the pretended dangers of Popery 
into fo many fteps of the political ladder whereby, 
to afcend to power and confequence, had been for 
many years invariably purfued. The Catholics ex- 
cluded from the fenate and councils of the nation, 
could not be known to every Englifh nobleman 
who came here to manage the reins, of adminiftra- 
tion, during a temporary reficjence. Chance may 
bring him acquainted with fome individuals; but 
he muft-b'e a firanger to the real Hate and princi- 
ples 
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pies of the body at large. ^The -Catholics fhen 
could riot be known to government but in the co- 
lours in which thofe perfdns painted them. And 
from fuch political limners, a juft referfib'lance be- 
tween the picture and the prigtnat could- : not be 
expected. ..'' ' :: ' .!.v./;.\ ; - ; ,*>'-. - 

Hence: in the- county .of Cork fcarce could Ca- 
tholics breathe until the; ad minift rations i of the-Eari 
of Hallifax and Lord Townmend^- wlip -upon a 
elofer inveftiga/tion into -their cafe, -removed the 
film with which the mifrepFefentati-ons bf intereft- 
ed men had overfpread the : eyes of former rulers. 
I had then juft grounds to Apprehend that the dif- 
erders of a ; motley groupe ; of infurgents would be 
made out a Popffi'conjpderacy.- And 1 know that 
{he filence of- a ma : i'i who-ftood-forth for his eoub- 
try, in the -fight I may ^fay of the enemy, and who 
lias as mu v en influence as-'any- iridivMpajl-in^his'-fta- 
tion, 'would give a colourable! 'function to the ac- 
eufation; ' ' Nor '(however plain and 'fimple-in other 
refpects) -was-vP-fo unexperienced in lifev ; or igno- 
rant of the events 1 which 1 had happened in this king- 
dom, r as'-to put^myfelf in' the power of my ene^- 
mies^of-expofetnyfelf to the rigour of 'the law, 
by a feditibus condudV. I learned wifdiclim ; from 
the folly -of ' others '; - and- if- 1 'were ine'line'd ' to" be 
feditious, I knew : thaf1t was not my; iriterefl to 
give my inclinations their- exertion or 'energy. '^In- 
foreign countries' I had ; read much about the Whiter- 
boys in Irelarfd, and on my arrival in the kingr 
dom, I collecfred every 'information in my power, 
in order to be acquainted with the hiftory of my 
country. ' - 

The firfl paper I read after landing in Cork, 
was the dying fpeech of Buck Sheehy and others, 
who had been executed for Whiteboyifnrat CIo- 
been. In their fpeech they declared that their lives 
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were offered them on condition that they would 
fwear againft feveral Catholic gentlemen as con- 
federates and abettors of Whiteboys. And who 
would not pafs for a Whiteboy at that time, wher} 
one of the moft inofFenfive men on earth, Doclor 
Mc.Kenna, the pre/ent Titular Bimop'bf Gloyne, 
was efcorted under a ftrpng guard, on a pretended, 
fufpicion of being an in fur gent. I read ofNichor 
las Sheehy's fate, with which the illiberal Theo- 
philus threatens me, artd learned that a Catholic 
clergy ntaii in all places * but efpecially here, fhould 
confineiiimfelf to the line of his duty, by enforc- 
ing morality an,d fubordinatio'n to the laws. That 
unfortimate man was triejdo before the Court of 
King's Bench, for Whitebpyifm, and was -acquit- 
ted. Sheehy, whofe blood his enemies thirfted for, 
is at laft iodicled for; the^ murder^ of. one Bridges, 
a man of, no goodrchara^eri \ykofe r dead[body could 
not be fpun.d, but whfyfe , lining body (if -report be 
true) was afterwards ffeen in, Newfoundland, The 
dead bodies-pf rogues ^whp- had begn. murdered in, 
one kingdom, . had been - afterwards : ; feen living bo- 
dies in another, -as fo many enehan-ted dragons, 
watching the Hefperian Gardens of the temple of 
Venus, alias, bullies to a brotheh That -this was 
Bridges's cafe I cannot affirm, but for the, reft, the 
hiftory of the kingdom is my voucher.*: Sheehy, 
on hearing that 'a " ; proclamation was iflued againft, 
and a reward offered for apprehending him wrote 
to the Secretary of thp Chief Governor,: that to 
fjpare government the expences he wQuld give him- 
felf up, on condition, that 'he would not be tried in 
Clonmel, where he faid his enemies were toopowr 
erful : a promife founded pri juftice was made, 

* See the Continuation of Curry's Memoirs of the Civil 
Wars of Ireland. ' ; ' '" " '"-'.' 
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h it was never performed. He was fent to 
take his trial at Clonmel, where he was found 
guilty upon the evidence of the fame identical wit^ 
nefles whofe teflimony had been rejected before by 
the Court of King's- Bench, viz. a naughty boy, a 
lewd Woman, and an impeached thief, taken., oat 
of Clonmel jail. Hence Sheehy's jury is become 
as proverbial in Ireland as the antient jafticiaries" 
.of Donfront, in Normandy, who' ufe4 to Lrang re- 
gularly at the hour of ouie every prjfoner who had 
been tried at twelve. 

Allez a Do'nfrbnt jufte ville de rnelheur, 

Ou bon eftaccufe amidi et peirdu a une heare. 

Under the impreflions which fuch fingular events 
muft make on the mind, and in the delicacy of the 
.clerical fituaf ion, who could fufpecl that any Ca- 
tholic clergyman would blow the trumpet of fedi- 
tion in the ears of a deluded peafantry ? Or has 
the BiOiop, like Socrates, a familiar fpirit to give 
him information which no mortal befi-ies himfelf 
can pretend to ? But reserving the 1 diicuffion of 
fuch an accufation for its proper place, I muft 
proceed in the courfe of my narrative. 
; The aiTociations were now extending and a no- 
lice ported up againft the gates of parifh churches 
and chapels was a kind of Standard to which all 
parties, without din4nc~tion of religion, flocked,, 
and entered into a general confederacy. For the 
public are not to form their judgment of the difr. 
turbances from the mad declamation of a Theophir 
lus, nor the imperfect one given by the Bifhop of 
Cloyne. The firft is a bare-faced |landerer. The 
BiHiop gives the profile of the picture, in entirely 
fhadowing the other fide of tlie face* by making, 
put the infurgents a poptfl) mob, connived at by fame. 
Proieftants, without mentioning the effectual and 
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active concurrence of any. ' The unprovoked and 
unmerited attack made on Mr. O'Leary, by the 
right reverend prelate and his lefs reverend confe- 
derate, has forced the pencil into his hand, and 
now compells him to draw the" picture with a full 
face. The notice alluded to is to the following 
purport. " You are hereby cautioned not to pay 
" minifters tithes, only in the following manner, 
" viz. potatoes 4^. per acre; wheat and barley 
" is. 6d. peracre; 'oats and meadows 15. per acre. 
" Roman Catholic clergy to receive for marriage 
" 55. for baptifm is. 6d. for anointing and vifiling 
" thefick is. for mafs is. for confeffion 6d. You 
f< are hereby warned not to pay parim-priefts 
clerks money, nor any other dues concerning 
marriages. Be all fure not to go to any expen- 
ces at your confeffion terms, but let them par- 
take of your own fare." 
This notice which I cenfured, as may be feen in 
my letters, feemed moderate however to many ac- 
quainted with the diftrefles of the poor. In vain 
has the Bifhop of Cloyne attempted to juflify proc- 
tors, tithe-canters, tithe-jobbers, &c, by declaring 
thein to be agents to the clergy, equally necefjary as 
receivers to lay-gentlemen. The general voice is 
againft them. Moreover the comparifon does not 
hold. The gentleman's agent only collects the rent 
at the expence of his employer; the tenant pays 
the determined fum agreed on by the leafe, and if 
his farm mould produce a hundred fold every year, 
he pays neither more nor lefs until his leafe ex- 
pires. But thefe ecclejiajlical agents, of whom the 
Bifhop becomes the apologift, are fo many locufts, 
that eat up the peafant's green herbage without 
feeding the wind that wafts them. Several in- 
llances could be produced to prove that they gain 
more than their employers, whilft they diftrefs the 
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cottager. When the potatoe-ftalk begins to {hoot 
to a certain diftance above the furface of the earth, 
the (harp-eyed lynx furveys it in the name of God 
and of our holy mother the church. On the fpot where 
the. ftalks crowd together thick and threefold, in- or- 
der to difcriminate the ranks and to avoid confujlon 9 
the proctor's hand rears a land-mark. Dottor Wood- 
ward thinks it a duty of a head pajlor to appoint 
agents well qualified for preferring order. The hun- 
gry peafant whofe teeth water for the vegetable 
he had fown and reared up from its infant ftate y 
wifhes to try its quality ; but if he approaches 
within a certain diftance of the fatal land-mark, he 
is fure to mare the fate of the benighted mariner 
who approaches thofe hoftile mores, when allured 
by the falfe lights held out to decoy him to the 
rock on which h^ is to be ihipwrecked. The Bi- 
fhop's-court is the ftrand on which the proctor 
gathers the fpoils. It is not, I acknowledge, the 
fault of the inftitution, nor of the gentlemen who 
prefide in thefe courts ; but it is the misfortune of ' 
the peafant, who has neither means nor (kill to cope 
with thofe agents, who are adepts in their profef- 
fions. From many inftances of the abufe made of 
the authority of thofe courts by crafty agents, I mail 
felect one. In the province where Doctor Wood- 
ward and I refide, and now the theatre of pamphlets 
and politics, there lived a poor peafant ; his poverty 
had not deprived him of thofe qualities which con- 
iiituted a hufband and a father ; to him a child 
was born, who did not live long enough to enjoy 
his father's eftate; he died; and for want of a 
milling to purchafe the hallowed ground wherein 
to depofit the defuntl heir of an opulent fortune, 
the father rolled him up in a bundle of flraw, and 
fmuggled him into the church-yard in the dead of 
Bight, Happy ! thrice happy ! had he met on 
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that fatal eight with a cuftom-houfe officer, tie 
would have efcaped with the contraband goods. 
But alas ! hisdeftrny was to meet with one of thofe 
officers who have recourfe to what the moderator 
calls the Court Chriftian* A decree (whether real 
or fictitious I cannot tell) from the Bilhop's-eourt 
Was produced by the carrion hunter and another,/ 
who were hurrying away the peafant, fainting after 
a violent refinance. Luckily lie was met by an 
intimate friend of mine, who releafed him by pay- 
ing the char nel-boufe fees. 

ibefe anecdotes I relate to fheW that, notwith-. 
ftanding Doctor Woodward's zeal in defence of 
what he writes in favour of ecclefiafiical agents, 
they are oppreflive, and impofe both on Bifhops- 
courts and their employers. I dp not fay,- that 
they do it with their confent. Far be it from' me. 
It was againft the Prophet's will that his fervant 
received pre fen ts from Naaman the AjSyrian officer. 
And it is againft the clergy's confent that their 
egents are vexatious to the poor. But there is this 
difference between the Bifhop and the Prophet* 
The latter flruck his agent with the leprofy. The 
Bifhop of Gloyne fpins out a chapter of his pam 
phlet to fhew that his agents are immaculate. I mall' 
then join the moderator in his litany. From fitch 
agents good Lord deliver us. In parimes where the' 
rectors took the tithes into their own hands, it is 
acknowledged that the clergyman has received 
much more than ever he did through the media-? 
tion of fuch agents^ befides the additional comfort 
of feeing peace, harmony and confidence reftored 
to his diftricl, It is not my bufmefs to make cal- 
culations, nor is it a part of my duty to run over 
parimes in order to know how far a wretched pea- 
fant may be relieved by the removal of a relentlefs 
agent, who, like a denfe .cloud, intercepts the rays 
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of benignity; which would certainly chea'r him by 
a more immediate, communication with a clergy- 
man, whofe miniftry is peace, and whofe duty is 
chanty. I only glance at fuch matters as far as 
they are interwoven with a .fubject which it is my 
duty to illuftrate,- in order to vindicate both the 
Catholic body arid myfelf from the falfe and ground- 
lefs, imputation of attempting the overthrow of the 
eftablifhed religion, by encroaching upon the rights 
of its clergy^ ,.-'.' 

The fupinenefs with, which -the Bimop of Gloyne 
upbraids the Proteftant. gentlemen, fhews that the 
k>wer. claffea were truly miferable, and that their 
table of rate,s was only, proportioned to their cir- 
cumftarices. Tnat they, are miferable all parties 
agree. This fupinenefs-. : alfo fhews that the Protef- 
tant nobility and gem ry were, under no lapprehen- 
fipn of the conftitution 1 ,; either in church or ftate. 
Neither was the Bi-fhop of Cloyne ; otherwife he* 
who .is one of, the; pilots, would not have flept for 
the'fpaee of fifteen months at the helm, if he really 
forefaw that the fhip was in danger of going to the 
bottom; though he. now alarms three kingdoms 
with the danger to thej eftablilhed church from Ca- 
tholics, and Diffenters, pulling down and raijing up. 
But the Catholic nobility and gentry forefaw, from 
the reafons I have .already alledged, that they would 
be miffeprefented to .Government, and that the 
old game of popi/b plots and confederacies would be 
renewed. T nev nac ^ moreover their properties to 
defend, and their charadler to fupport. As men 
and fubjects they were as much interefted as others 
in the prefervation of the peace of fociety. And 
the hiftory of a country where their anceftors 
fvvayed for ages the fceptre of authority, informed 
them that, in the fucceffive revolutions occafion- 

eitHeF by brave and fortunate afpirers, or by 
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timid, ductile a ! nd tinfortun'atef k-tega, the Catholics 
have been invariably the lofers. The Bifhop of 
Cloyne then muft be a ftranger to the paffions of 
the heart, of which inter ejl has fo tfrong ahold; 
or unacquainted with the hiftory of the kingdom ; 
or under a very ftrong bias; or prep'oileiled^with 
a- ft range notion of their fhipidity 'if, he fuppofes 
they *iad any thing to expeel by the ccTmmotions of 
a rabble. If Govern-ment however ha'd been in- 
duced to believe that they had fuch profpeds in 
view, and miftaken the fhadow for the reality, the 
Catholics would have become equally obnoxious. 
And what efforts are now making to perfuade Go- 
vernment that phantoms are realities, let the pub- 
lic judge from the pamphlets difperfed over ; the 
three kingdoms The fox in the fable did well to 
take to his heels whe'n th ; e lion iffued a proclama- 
tion, ordering all the horned beafts to quit the fofeft. 
And although no branches fprouted from his head, 
yet his remark was wife when he faid, What if 
his majefty thought I had horns. It was then prudent 
in the' Catholic gentlem'en to have taken! the moil 
effectual fteps to remove every fufpicion to whicH 
their mi frepref enters are fo induilrious in laying 
them open. They were the firft to take the alarm. 
They transmitted an addreffs to Government thro* 
the Secretary of State. On hearing that the com- 
mon people complained in a few places of the ex- 
aclions and rigorous conduct of their parochial 
clergy, they were the firft to interfere in writing" 
to the Catholic prelates of the province, preffing 
them in the moft earnert manner to enquire info 
the conduct of their clergy, and to remove, by 
every meaiis their wifdom couldfuggeft, any caufe 
of complaint, and every occafion of obloquy. 

The application could not be made to properer 
perfons than to prelates* whofe lives are fo rria'ny 

living 
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living an.cl animated fermons ; fome of them, by 
their .birth, titles and fortunes, would be this in- 
ftant featcd in the Houfe of Peers, deliberating with 
the fiobles -of the land on thefe meg fares on which 
the fate of a nation muft depend, if they could 
leave their creed at its threshold. Others are, by 
their knowledge and wifdom, qualified for direcl- 
Ing the councils of kings. And the piety and ex- 
emplary lives of them all would make them objects 
.of veneration in any age, .or i,n any nation. A let- 
ter addreflfed to thefe venerable and illuflrious pre- 
lates, from : the Catholic gentlemen, was attended ' 
to with the fame condefcenfion as if it were the 
mandate of a fuperior. They aflembled, delibe- 
rated, enquired into the conduct of their clergy ; 
when, in four or five parifhes, they difcovered that 
t.he paflors and flocks could not agree, either from 
inflexibility in the former, who perhaps thought 
themfelves injured by fubmitting to regulations 
dictated by their inferiors, or from the obftinacy 
of the latter, who would abide by no regulating 
ftaridar.d for the fupport of their paflors, but fuch 
as they themfelves thought fit to determine ; or 
from a perfonal difiike, founded perhaps upon the 
recollection of fevere ufage, prompted more by 
ardent and good-natured zeal, than by this fage 
difcretiori, which attains its end by more lenient 
means. Let the motives of difcontent be what 
they may, without having re.courfe to canonical 
quibbles, which muft ever be fuperceded when the 
peace of fcciety interferes, the wife prelates re- 
moved t;he paftors> and fubftituted others in their 
room.' A more painful facrifice could not have 
been made ; nor could a more evident proof be 
adduced ; to Chew the falfene'fs of the infamous 
charge, that the ill ufage received by the Catholic 
paftors from their flocks, was but a fham battle, 
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like that of the Doctor, who, when he beat his wife ^ 
faid tb-at be beat half himfelf. A filly i'imile, and 
worthy of the Lord Bifhop of Cloync's able writer 
Theophilus. Not fatisfied with giving this proof 
of their mofl ardent defire for the restoration of 
peace and good order, the prelates gave the. moft 
public and lignai proofs of a difmtereftednefs wor- 
thy of the moft apoftolical times. After declaring 
that a fmall flipend was requifite for the fupport 
of their clergy, they enjoin that this llipend be not 
exacted with rigour ; and that even if it berefufed, 
they are not to reiuie their fpiritnal affiftance, but 
to {new upon all occafions that zeal, difinterefted- 
iiefs and charily enforced by the gofpel, for the 
fake of which they had made an anticipated facri- 
fice of all the profpects of this life, in their early 
days, at the foot of the altar. No more could have 
been laid ; no more could have been done. Such, 
of their clergy as had not been forced by violence 
from their pari flies, i declared from their altars that 
it was for the fanetifi cation of their own fouls and 
thofe of their flocks, not for the fake of any world- 
ly emolument, that they took orders ; that they 
required nothing ot them but what they themfelves 
were willing to give, and that no mercenary views 
would ever hinder them from going day and night 
to their affiftance, whilfl they had firength to per- 
form their functions.' All were unanimous in cry- 
ing out with the Prophet, If it be on my account that 
ibis Jlorm is raifed, caft me overboard. Are thefe the 
prelates whom the Bilhop* of Clpyne.expofes to 
the deteftation of fuch as cannot explain their con- 
fccration oath, which he has tranilated, in his fixth 
edition, into Englifh, for the mftru.Rion of the igno- 
rant ? For 1 am to fuppofe, he prefumes that the 
Peers and Commons of Ireland know Latin- 
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Let -the zeal, activity, and difmtereftednefs of 
thofe prelates be compared with the paffive filence 
.of the Biihop of Cloyne for the fpace of fifteen 
months. And let the public determine to whom 
the community is rnofl indebted, for endeavour- 
ing to reftore peace and order to a dj drafted pro- 
vince. 

Where are now thofe agitating friars and Romifo 
millenaries fent here to foiv /edition ? and of whom 
Doclor Woodward fpeaks in his Poftfcript ? 1 chal- 
lenge him in the face of the kingdom to produce 
either agitating friar, or RomijJo mijfionary, or parijb 
prieft fent here to/ow /edition, or who has fown /edi- 
tion. The Bifhop of Cloyne cannot produce one. 
He muft then prove a negative, which, in his Poft- 
fcript in extenuation of Theophilus's flanders, he 
acknowledges hard to be proved. The Bifhop per- 
ceiving that negatives are no proofs, has a recourfe 
to cafual affirmations, by faying, perhaps Tbeopbilus 
alludes to Mr. O'Lefirys Letters, &c. Here the at- 
tack is perfonal on Mr. O'Leary, the friar with a 
barbarous Jirname, whofe letters are moft artfully 
contrived to /ow /edition. Such a heavy charge re- 
Quires a full invefligation, and muft plead my apo- 
logy with my readers for proceeding farther in my 
defence. Previous to the arrival of the Catholic 
prelates in Cork, we were continually alarmed 
with the insurrections in the diocefe of Cloyne. , 
They fpread gradually, and, as I remarked before, 
Captain Right's proclamations were at laft polled 
up againft the gates of the chapels of that city. 
Tithes, proftors and priejls dues, were alledged as 
caufes of complaint, and became the fubjecl of ge- 
neral converfation. 

The common people who, in times of perfecu- 
tion ufed to follow their clergy into recefifes of 
forefts, to hear their prayers and inftructions, nailed 
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up chapels in fome places againft their paftors ii| 
the very blaze of toleration. The diforders which 
would arife from fuch proceedings were eafily fore- 
feen ; and it was requifite that fome perfons mould 
ftep forth to ftem the torrent. DodJor Mann, the 
Proteftant Bifhop of Cork, was abfent for the bene- 
fit of his health. The Catholic Bifhop of the fame 
diocefe, the prefent Lord Dunboyne, had been 
under the neceifity of going to Dublin on the death 
of the young Lord Dunboyne, his nephew, before 
the difturbances broke out in the diocefe of Cork. 
The titular Bjihop of Cloyne, Doctor M'Kenna, 
was finking under the weight of years, and igno- 
rant of what happened in his diftricl. And Doilor 
Woodward, who had the adminiftration of the two 
.diocefes, was taken up with rummaging pontificals 
and other old books, in order to collect materials 
for his pamphlet, whilft the Catholic peafantry 
were .flocking to his churches, and the lower orders 
of the Protieftants going on .Sundays to meet the 
Catholic congregations in his diocefe, in order to 
fwear the people and giv.e foljdity to the confede- 
racy in fupport of ,the regulations of Captain Right; 
the head pailors being .either abfent, or infirm, or 
inactive, and the flocks da.ijy maddening, who was 
to beapplied to ? Or will the Bi/hop of Cloyne con- 
trovert the maxim, that in danger every perfon is a 
fo/dier. The CalhoUc gentlerneji inftead of think- 
ing of a confederacy .againft either .church or -flate, 
with the affiftance of a foreign power, which fo of- 
ten haunts the Bijhop ? s imagination, dreaded that 
jt vyas rather |a confederacy againft themfelves. by 
affording fuch politicians as are hoftile to their in- 
tereft, an opportunity of mifrepr-efenting them to 
Government. In .co.nfequence, after writing to 
-Lord Dunboyne, pr.effi.ng his return as foon as con'- 
yeniently poifible, they deputed fire or fix gentle- 
men 
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men to the Catholic Bifhop of Cioyne, earneftly 
requeuing of him to enquire into the complaints 
alledged by fome parifhes in his diocefe, to ufe his 
efforts with the people of his perfuafion, in order 
to reclaim them to their duty, and to remove every 
pretext for afperfmg the Catholic body, as far as his 
influence could extend. 

Unable from age and infirmity to go in perfon, 
he requefled of me to take an excurlion into the 
difcontented parimes. I fet off in order fb allay 
the tumults in the diocefe of Cioyne, the firfi in the 
county where they broke out. Here an extraordina- 
ry fight was exhibited. The common people delud- 
ed into a belief that by going to Church for a few 
Sundays they would be lefs liable to puntfhment, 
if not entirely exempt from it ; and authorifed to 
carry arms in conjunction with the lower clafies of 
Proteftants, to whom Prottors, ft the -jobbers, and 
the Tithes themfelves had become equally obnoxi- 
ous, under this delufion they flocked in feveral 
places to the Churches, and as they had not Da- 
vid's Pfalms -in metre, they chofe the old ballad 
of Patrick's Day in the Morning, for an Anthem, 
and got a piper to play it as a voluntary on his 
favourite Organ, as a preparation for divine fer- 
vic'e, in approaching the hotife of worfnip. The 
Marriage of Figaro reprefented on the French 
Stage did not raife more humour; nor attract more 
fpedators, than did their extraordinary marriage 
of the Paddereen and the Common Prayer-book, 
in the diocefe of Cioyne. Irifh wives are remark- 
ably attached to their hufbands, and follow them 
wherever they go. Upon this occalion they gave 
fignal proofs of the conflancy of their attachment. 
Joan followed Darby, and Judy followed Paddy 
to Church, where the gay and unthinking were 
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highly diverted with the novel fpeclacle of hands 
tbruft into the Baptifmal font, in order to fprinkle 
about the holy wattr,* and beads drawn out near the 
Communion-table to reckon the At)e Maria's. To the 
gay and unthinklng.it was like an after-piece which 
creates humour, in order to relieve the mind from 
the impreffions of terror and pity, which it had re^ 
ceived during the reprefentation of fome ferious 
drama. To me it appeared as a prelude to a tra- 
gedy.-^It ftruck the ferious and fenfible gentlemen 
of both religions in the fame light. 

I was happy in an extenfive acquaintance, and 
flill more happy that the Proteftant, gentlemen 
were convinced of the uprightnefs of my inten- 
tions. My fituation- was delicate, and without their 
concurrence rriy endeavours would have proved 
abortive. 

They had previous notice of my arrival" in ; 
their refpeclive diftricls through which I intended 
to pafs ; and I was happy in the full affurance of 
their co-operation. On a Sunday I arrived in a' 
parifh of Doctor Woodward's diocefes. -The pa- 
rim. Chapel was quite deferted.- The Prieft was 
" abandoned by his flock,'* and the deluded mul- 
timde,. lull'dinto a falfefecurity, had crowded to the 
Proteffant Church as to an afylum of impunity. 
Thus i-n former times when the privilege of the 
fancluary was pleaded, malefactors flocked to the 
temples as a fhelter againit the purfuits of violat- 
ed juftice I confidered a crowd of peafants ac- 
tuated by refentment, brooding over fome wild 
fcherne, preparing for nightly excursions ; yet 
faying their beads up near the Communion-table, 
I confider'd them as the abomination of defolation in- 
tbeholy place, as mentioned- by the Prophet Daniel. 
In every bead I figured to myfelf the- warhoop of 
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a Mexican, ready to found the nocflurnal charge $ 
or the. maffy club of an Indian, foori to be orna- 
me'nted with d Proctor's fc'alp. 

I muft -do this juTKce to the Proteftant clergy, 
i-n whofe churches this religious farce was carried 
on, that they did not like fuch proceedings.* 
They in reality could have faid with the Pfalmift, 
You have multiplied the people, but you have not en- 
creafed our joy. Multipticafti gent em fed non mag- 
mficafti leetitiant. But what could they have done ? 
r \ hey had no directions from Doctdr Woodward 
to (hut the doors of the churches agairift people 
who had Ihaken off every fubordination to their 
own pallors. But that was the time fdr the Bi- 
mophimfelf to appear, in my poor opinion , " (and 
*' which was however the opinion of every rati- 
<e oriai man with whom I have convers'd on the 
sl fubject, 1 ') (and which will be the opinion of 
every rational man who fhall read this narrative) 
he mould have publifhed a paftoral letter upon 
the occafion, and recommended to his clergy not 
to permit their houfes of worfhip to be changed 
into the upper, galleries, crowded with a mobility* 
alfembled for the purpofe of making a farce of 
religion. 

Had I beeri in his fituation at the time, inftead 
of tall auxii'w nee 'defenforibus iflis, I would have 
thought it no difhonour to ftand at the door of 
the Church, on the right hand of Mr. O'Leary, 
and to harangue a deluded multitude in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

" My good people, 

" I am a Proteftant Biihop, and you (as it ap- 
pears) arc Roman Catholics. It would be my 
glory, my comfort and joy 'to bring all ftrnyed 
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meep into my fold',, to enlighten them With the 
rays of the gofpel, to difpel the clouds of error, 
and to enlarge the kingdom of truth. It is my 
"wifh, and my fince ; r : e wtfh ; it is the with of 
" every honed man who thinks himfelf in the right 
" way, to wifli the fame happinefs to his fellow-- 
" creature. It was the wifli of Saint Paul that his 
" hearers were not ahnoft Cbnfiians y but altogether' 
Chriftians. And it is my wifh that you were not 
only ahnoft Proteda-nts of the High-church, but 
altogether Protedants of th-e High-church. It 
*' is the wifh of charity, and if charity were banifh- 
" ed from the hearts of all other mortals, it mould" 

*' find its lad retreat in the heart of a BISHOP. 

" Were I then convinced of the fineerity of your 
" motives, I would .be not only the ftrft to unlock 
'* the gates of ihis church, in order to give you 
admittance, but I would be the fird to goto meet 
you at a diftance,.' But as a bad motive pollutes 
the bed of actions, and as it is ot from convic- 
tion of truth, nor a defire to afpire to a higher 
degree of perfection, that you crowd about my 
hoafe of wordiip, but from a fmider defign to 
feek impunity for licentioufnefs ; and under the 
cloak of a religion, .which you do not believe, to- 
conceal the outrages you- are intent on commit- 
ting; I cannot, in confcience, profane the houfe 
of God by the admiffion of perfons who,- per- 
haps, to-morrow .night, will be didurbing the 
peace of the public, and eluding laws in the dark, 
which, in all likelihood, will hereafter punifli 
them in the open day ; and remind them when 
" too late of the admonition which I now give from 
" the bed of intentions. It is not the chime of my 
" bells, but the found of Captain Right's horn, 
f ' that has kindled in your breads this flame of ex- 
<( craordinary devotion, which, perhaps hereafter, 
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" may be exting;uiihed with your blood. Will you 
" have me change the houfe of God into a barrack 
"of fedition ? I fee in that crowd an old man, 
" with apair of beads in his hands. My good man, 
" where are you bringing your beads I Do you 
*' intend to expofe yourfelf and me, religion and 
" its temples, to the deriiion of the public ? If 
" you come, .come from conviction, and leave your 
sc beads at home, or beftow them to another. It 
reminds me of a hiflory that I read in the Scrip- 
tures. Aflyrian .eolonifts were tranfplanted to 
Samaria; they worfhipped their idols and the 
God of Iff ael by turns in the fame temple. 
It is not then a houfe ofworfhip, but a good 
life, that will .fanctify you. Inftil this truth in 
the minds of the young people in your neigh- 
bourhood, and caution them againft the practices 
of thofe who may engage them in outrages. If 
you are not fubmiifive to your own paftors, but 
obflinate to their advice, what good can I expect 
from you. You are, I believe now too old to 
learn, and the generality of you all, are not 
much inclined -to alter your creeds. I give you 
then the advice fuggefted by an amiable Protef- 
tant Prelate, my brother Bimop of Clonfert, in 
his letter on Sunday Schools. I CANNOT EX- 
PECT TO MAKE GOOD PROTESTANTS OF YOU, 
THEREFORE 1 ADVISE YOU TO BE GOOD CA- 
THOLICS. If TOU have any complaints againft 

J * f r 

your own clergy, your Bifhops will redrefs them. 
But I cannot, nor will I permit you to come 
to my churches to erect the ftandard of fedition, 
* f when I have every room to believe that you 
" have no other motive in view. Nor can your- 
". felves reap any benefit from a conduct which 
* { in the eyes of God is a prevarication. That 
f? God who unfolds the receffes of the foul, who 
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(f rejects -a fpotted victim ; and accepts of no fa-? 
" crifice but fuch as a fincere, honeft, and pure 
" heart offers upon his altars --Nor would my 
'* churches grant you any ^ecurity againft the ri- 
" gour of the laws. The hand of juflice ftretches 
" into the inmpft part' of the fanctuary. In vain 
*' did Joab a mighty man, grafp the corner of the 
" alter. He was flain by the fvvord of juftice.-^ 
ft And much more, in vain would you feek for 
*' impunity in my lioufe of worfliip, for the fanc- 
ee tuary itfelf is no fanction or melter for crimes. 
*' Follow the advice of Mr. O'Leary, who Is here 
" on my left hand, as you followed his advice 
when you imagined that you had more to ex- 
pect, and were convinced that you had lefs to 
lofe. And you, my dearly beloved brethren of 
" my own communion, how am 1 to addrefs you ! 
I addrefs you with that confidence which my 
zeal for the peace of focietv, the prefervation 
of good order, and the purity of morals fhould 
infpire. Recollect the maxim of the Heathen 
" Sage. rA maxim to which the bleffed Saint Paul 
*' has given his fanction, Evil communication co{- 
st rupts good morals. Thefe poor people are wild 
*' olive branches going to ingraft themfelves on the 
Hock of the Proteftant religion in appearance. ? 
But alas ! as they intend to ufe it only as a cloak 
for temporary outrages, they will be foon dif- 
ft joined without taking fufficient time to be cicu- 
rated and mellow ? d by the fap or vital juice 
which circulates from the flock through the new 
inferted branches. You may judge of their in- 
tentions by thofe of fome of your own. Has 
my diocefe ever exhibited fuch a fpectaclq 
?' as was feen in the parifh of Clonakilty lafi Sun- 
? c day ? Proteftants going to a Pvpifb congrega- 
?/ tion to fwear the people to Captain Right* s re? 
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" gulations ! Was it to become Catholics ! No, 
*' neither do tliefe people intend to become Pro- 
et teftants ; religious diftindHons are often loft in 
" the idea of common oppreflion I acknowledge 
* f it. And would to God ihey were for ever loft ! 
'* The vices and virtues of all men flow in the 
ft fame channels. Their hearts are the fame, tho* 
" their opinions be different; and for ihofe.opini- 
ft ons to God alone they are accountable.*^-! like 
-" to fee all the fubjects of every defcription in my 
" diocefe well united. Such an union is the 
" ftrength of the ftate, and mould be the gldry 
" of a Prelate. -But 1 fofefee that thofe mutual 
" vifits will confblidate a confederacy which the 
" fword of the laws will cut afunder, to the indif- 
" criminate ruin of the afibciates. For the edge 
" of that fword has no eyes in it, and juftice-that 
" handles it, is painted blind You all complain 
"of proctors, canters and tithes. I ITiall do what 
" lies in my power to remove every complaint you 
" may have againft the two firft. No more can be 
expected. But as to tithes^ they are eftablifti- 
ed by law.-r-The legiflature alone can modify 
them, or fubftitute an equivalent in their room. 
Wait with patience for its decifion ; and guard 
againft proceedings which muft hurt your tem- 
- poral intereft, and injure your confciences. Or 
'* if any of you are already engaged in theconfe- 
" deracy of diforder, break the engagement of ini- 
" quity, whofe ties cannot bind the confcience. - 
'* The peace of God be iviib you all" 

A difcourfe from a perfon of Doctor Woodward's 
credit and authority, would have' been of infinite 
confequence in the beginning. Or a paftoral letter, 
with an open difcountenance of the interchange of 
SR.ELIGIOUS VISITS, would have been productive of 
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the moft falutary effects Principis obfta fero medi-? 
clna paratur, holds good in politics as well as" in 
phyfic. 

One paftoral letter or fermon in eighty-five, 
would have been worth a thoufarjd pamphlets in 
eighty-feven, and few perfons are fo well quali- 
fied tor fuch a part of the paftoral charge as the 
Lord Bifhop of Cloyne, had he been as intent upon 
the discharge of that office which Saint Paul en- 
joins on pafrors, preach the word, be inftant in fea- 
fort; as his lordfhip was intent on writing a pamph- 
let .out of feafon. 

I mould never blame Doctor Woodward for 
writing a pamphlet in favour of tithes, which (if 
1 am well informed,) bring him an income of eight 
or nine hundred a year. But he could have written 
his pamphlet without reviving old controverfies, 
and bringing the Catholics and Diflenters on the 
ftage. Much lefs fhould he have made a perfonal 
attack .on Mr. G'Leary, whom he might have left 
unnoticed. But leaving the Bifhop in full poffeifi- 
on of his -times, which to me are matters of no 
concern, I muft proceed in my defence. 

Convinced .that the Proteftant gentlemen who 
iwere acquainted with the uprightneis of my. inten- 
tions, were willing to co-operate with m,y;endea- " 
. vours, which had no .obje<5l but the preferv'ation of 
public tranquility, when divine fervice was over, 
we conferred together ; and prefuming with reafon 
that their femblance .of religious conformity, was 
but a mafk which cover'd features, which when ex- 
pofed to, view would not exhibit an inviting afpecl, 
we agreed to tear it off, and exppfe the wearers to 
their neighbours and themfelves. 1 exhorted them 
to my utmoil, xin the moft perfuafiye manner, a- 
.dapte.d to the circumilances. The magiftrates ex- 
plained the .laws with proper comments. The peo- 
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pie recovered from their delufion, returned peace- 
ably to their duty, fully determined to defift from 
thofc dangers and romantic enterprizes, which 
would have proved equally deftruclive to therii- 
felves and to the peace of the community, had not 
the law of God which Mr. O'Leary explained, and 
the law of the land explained by the civil magif- 
trate, checked the progrefs or their pernicious 
career. 

Thus, with the concurrence of the Proteilant gen- 
tlemen and magiflrates, have I begun my million 
in the diocefe of Cloyne. '^-Sedition which the mad 
malevolence has upbraided me, fled as a routed ene- 
my before me ; whilfc peace, like the inseparable 
companion of a man framed by nature, and difci- 
plined by habit to. caft its fhadpw. on every fide, 
trod in my fteps and humour'd my motions. It 
embraced me fo clofe that the meridian fun could 
not difcover us afunder. I challenge Doclor Wood- 
ward, or that infamous libeller Thedphilus, to dif- 
prove this afifertion. 

In the interim the Catholic prelates met in Cork, 
and framed thofe regulations fo worthy of Apof- 
tles, who defpife the grandeurs of this fleeting 
world, and of ixfhom the world is unworthy. The 
words of Saint Paul. 

Their arrival difpenfed me with /any further 
trouble ; and after bringing on my narrative fo far, 
will difpenfe me in future with fpeaking fo much 
of myfelf. A perfonal attack required a per fo.ua i 
defence ; and as my conduct. has been minutely cen- 
fured, 1 have been under the neceffjry of entering 
into a minute detail. My enemies or rather the 
friends of tithes, to which I have no call, have 
attempted to brand me with the ftigma of f edition. 
Whoever reads my plain unadorned narrative, 

without 



J 

without prejudice or partiality will wipe away the 
mark of infamy. 

Had -the Bifhop of Cloyne been as active in en- 
forcing peace and fu bo rd {nation, as I have done, 
the fire which:, kind Ted in' his diocefe, would not in 
all appearance' have extended the eanflagration. ' 
Nor is his Lordmirj to take any offence at my free- 
dom for making this remark. I only remind him" 
of the obligations enjoined on him at his confecra- 
tion, when he anfwered the following interroga- 
tory. " Will you maintain and fet forward, as 
" much as fhall lie in yOu,- quietriefs, loVe and 
".peace arfiong all men, and fuch as be' uriquiet,- 
" difobedierit and criminous, within your dibcefe, 
" correct and purii'fli ? Anfwef. I will do fo' by the' 
"help of God."* 

God and his own conference can inform him how 
far his filence and inactivity have contributed to pu- 
ri'ijh and correct the unquiet, difobedient, and criminoiis 
-within his diocefe, in a mariner conformable to his 
paftoral charge, and to that' go'fpel whofe author 
preached nothing but glory to God, and- peace to 
men, of good will on earth. And the public are 
now the mofl competent to judge, how far his ; 
pamphlet has contributed to maintain and '. -fet for- 
ward quietnefs, love and^eace among all 'irien< 

Had he as a paflor gone forth among his flock,- 
or as the Hiftoriari done juftice to all parties, he' 
would have difcovered fevera'l of his' own fbeep 
arnongil the fpeckled floak of infurgents, and not 
confine them folely to a Popijb mob. Were not 
they Protefiants who propofed the oaths in the con- 
gregation at Cloriaki'lty ? Were not they Protef- 
tants who overrun the parifhes of A|Fvdown ? . 

* The Consecration of Btfoops in the Engiifli Liturgy. 
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Skibbereen, &e. Were not they Proteftants wfis? 
headed a party of four hundred White-boys near 
Butterant ? The moft refpectable criminals (if a! 
criminal can be refpectable; who were arrainged 
before the Judges on the Munfler circuit, were 
Proteftants. If from the county of Cork his lord- 
fhip had taken an excurfion to the county of Kerry, 
he would find the truth of the aiTertion made by & 
gentleman who is both a clergy-nan and a magif- 
trate, and who bears the happy character of unit- 
ing the qualities of the three orders in his perfon, 
the liberality of the gentleman, the charity of the 
clergyman, and the juftice and uprightness of the 
magiftrate. " Many Proteftants (^though I thank 
'* my God, moftly of the lower order) fays that 
" gentleman,' were engaged in tendering oaths, in 
" proceffion by day, and in outrages by night, as 
" any other defcription of men whatfoever. Nay 
" fome of them were Captains of thefe lawlefs 
'* corps, and have' been obliged to fly from the 
" pro fecution that awaited them."* 

Who could have be'eri more active in firppf effing 
thofe tumults than my Lord Kenmare, a Roman 
Catholic nobleman, the' tender father of the honeft 
and induftrious tenant, and the juft avenger of 
the injur'd, without any partial regard to re'igi- 
ous diftinctions. Could the public expect a more 
honourable teftiriiony of his conduct, or can there 
be a greater proof of the- contempt in which the. 
liberal-minded of all perfaafions hold feuds and 
difcontents on the fcore of religious creeds, than 
the following addrefs of thanks- voted to : him by the 
clergy of the eftabiifh'd religion?.- 

* Short and Civil Anfw'er to a Pamplilet, intttL'd, " Aij 
tte Addrefs to the Nobility and Gentry of Ireland. 1 ' 
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To the. Right Honourable Lord Vifcount , KEN- 
MARE, &c. 

The Addrefs of the CLERGY, of the eftabliflied 
Church, affembled at Tralee. 

'* MY LORD, 

'* WE have feen with indignation the progrefs 
" of a delufion, which affected in its object to con- 
" troul the laws of the realm. From the fpread- 
" ing contagion, every good citizen felt an en- 
6t creafmg alarm ;: and the tranquillity of the coun- 
" try was fufpended in the fever of the times. - 
" You, my Lord, came forward in the crifis. 
You led the way in zeal and in vigilance ; and 
borrowing lefs from the ftation you poffefs, than 
from the efteem you deferve, you interpofed, 
an example which had a title to fuccefs ; by fuch 
an exertion, and by the native energy of violat- 
ed jufiice, we truft that the growing mifchief 
has been effectually repelled. We owe you our 
acknowledgments, and in the hour of fubfiding 
tumult, we thank you for the profpect of repofe. 
To fome minds there is a confcious fatisfaction, 
which exceeds every other meafure of reward ; 
yet my Lord, to the teftimony of your own feel- 
ings, you will not refufe to join the tribute of 
general applaufe. 

Tralee, Ottober the qih, 1786, 

" MAURICE CROSBIE, Dean of Limerick,; 
" and Redor of Caftle-Ifland, &c." 

Can then any man in honour or conference fay 

with the unconfcientious Theophilus, that the in- 

furgettts are all Papijls ? Or is it not a falfehood ; 
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bordering upon blafphemy, * for that flanderer to 
fay, " That the parifh priefts are in a confederacy 
*' with their flocks, in order to plunder the Protef- 
" tant clergy of their tithes, and to appropriate to 
8< thernfelves a compenfation for abjolut.ion" Thefe 
paftors have fuffered more than any in the fhip- 
wreck. Was not a Father Burke obliged to quit 
his parifh, the fame day that Archdeacon Tifdal 
quited his ? Were not balls fired at one Father 
Sheehy ? Were not two clergymen, one a Secular, 
and the other Regular, robbed the fame night of 
their wearing apparel? Another parifh prieft, a 
venerable old man, who was never charged with 
any extortions, and who in my own prefence, 
challenged his congregation to bring forward any 
charge againft him, was robbed of what little he 
had to fupport him in his old age, even of his very- 
bed.- Another on fufpicion of having brought the 
army to his congregation to prevent the deluded 
people from f wearing, was on the point of being 
torn limb by limb at his altar, had not a gentleman 
Hepped forward and faid> that he himfelf was the 
perfon who had applied to the magiftrate for the 
purpofe. The gentleman himfeif narrowly efcap- 
ed with his life, through the interpolation of the 
Vicar-general, who had the prefence of mind to 
Hep with the Crucifix in his- hand between the gen- 
tleman and the enraged multitude, crying out to 
them with a loud voice, / conjure you in the name 
of the God wbofe image I hold, not to pollute his altar 
'with murder. 

Is it poffible that a man could be fo callous to the 
feelings of honour, arid fo impenetrable to the im- 
preffions of truth, as to obtrude on the public fuch 

* Thofe words are not contradicted by the Bilhop. 
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barefaced fianders as Theopbilus has done ? Could 
not his zeal againfc Popery, and that unprovoked 
vengeance, the offspring of the Demons of night, 
be iufficiently glutted with the perfecution which 
defenceless men fuffer from their own, without 
blackening their character ? Or could the Bifhop of 
CJoyne, who is prefumed not to be ignorant of tran- 
faclions which happened both in his own .and the 
other diocefe committed to his care, excufeaTheo- 
philus in faying with iuch fangfroid, that an appre- 
bsnfion for the fafety of religion 'Will naturally excite 
a warmth. Will zeal for religion juftiiy what na- 
ture and religion condemn ? Or did the Bifhop of 
Cloyne imagine that i would be fo diverged of ho-? 
nouY, or fuch an enemy to my character, as not to 
c.ail a light upon the fubjecl, when once his pam- 
phlet in which I am fo cruelly treated, would fall 
into my hands ? The infurgents then were of every 
defcription of the lower orders. They made no 
diftinclion between the clergy of either religiop, 
when once they became obnoxious to them. Their 
creeds w.ere different, but they all equally com- 
plained of tithes and tithe jobbers, whom the Bi-^ 
Ihop in his great charity, calls the agents .and fer- 
vants of the clergy. I could ad'd to the number 
of the perfecuted Roman Catholic clergymen of 
this county, feveral againil whom their parilhio- 
ners fwor.e, and whole maffes they have nut heard, 
in the long ipace of fonrieen months. 

There are powerful jPrpteflant peers in the coun- 
ty of Cork : the Bifhop of Cloyne by. his profef- 
iiQn is of the number.--~A.nd th.ofe perfecuted, de- 
fenceiefs Roman Cathpiic clergymen had it not in 
their power to vote a grateful and well penn'd ad- 
drefs to the moft powerful of the noblemen of the 
county, for their favourable and timely interpofi- 
tion, as the Proteilant clergy had voted one to the 
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Catholic Nobleman. No. The county of Cork is 
the only county in Ireland, where the temporal 
peer attacked a fecular prieft with the cane ; and 
where the fpiritual peer has made fo extraordinary 
and unWovokcd an attack on a icgular clergyman 
with ihe pen. 

Glorious triumphs indeed ! And battles worthy 
to be recorded in hitfories, written in golden cha- 
racters, in paper preferred with Cedar juice. Hif- 
torice vere aurete cedroque dignee. 

How far the Bifhop of Cloyne's hiftory would 
deferve fuch an honour, may be conjectured by 
his account of the infurredlions, in which he en- 
larges on the perfecutions of the Proteftant clergy, 
without mentioning a word of the fufFerings of the 
Catholic pauors. He fpeaks of a Popift) mob. 
But why does he not fpeak out, and unfold the 
hiftorical page, from one margin to the other ? 
Why does he leave fo many blanks for me to fill 
up ? Or as he attempted the tragedy cf Oreftes : 
when he placed the Proteftant fufferers in the front, 
why did not he place the Catholic fufferers on the 
back of the page, and finifh the piece ? Scriptus 
et intergo nettum f nit us Oreftes. Did not the Ca- 
tholic prieft iuffer as well as the Proteftant minifter, 
only that he had not fo much to lofe, nor the fame 
expectation of being reimburfed ? Was not the 
Catholic farmer as ill treated as the Proteftant ? 
Or were there two different founds in Captain 
Right's horn ? Arms were taken out of the hands of 
Proteftants by the Bifhop's accountr And 1 alk him 
by whom? Is he lure that the hand that wreft- 
ed them from the Proteftants, had ever made the 
fign of the crofs ? Beds, cloaths and money were 
taken from the Catholic clergy.r Who took them 
from thofe men to whom (according to the Bi- 
Ihop's favourite Theophilus,) the Catholic laity are 
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flaws ? I mutt however, do the Bifhop the juftice 
that he affigns as a partial caufe of the infurrecti- 
ons " The connivance of fome members of the efta- 
" blifhed church, the fupinenefs of more, the timi- 
*' dity of the generality of magiftrates, a corrupt 
" encouragement of thofe lawlefs acts in not a 
" few." I am extremely thankful to him for this 
figure of rhetorick, called aclimax. It is an evi- 
dent confeflion on his part, that the gentlemen of 
the eftablifhed church were under no apprehension 
of its danger, much lefs of the overthrow of the 
ftate by a Popijh mob. But 1 am doubtful whe- 
ther they will be fo thankful to him for bringing 
them forward as confederates in the infurrections, 
by connivance and encouragement. I entertain a bet- 
ter opinion of them. Their fupinenefs then muft have 
originated in a conviction that the poor cottagers 
and the griping tithe jobbers did not ftand upon 
favourable terms with each other ; and that in the 
conflict for a .potatoe or fheaf of corn, the Protef- 
tant gentlemen would not regret if the latter were 
worfied. They had their properties andconfe- 
quen.ce to hazard in cafe of a revolution. Atid had 
their imaginations been haunted with the gloomy 
fpectres which Doctor Woodward now raifes all 
over the kingdom, they would have been more ac- 
tive and vigilant ; though they have not read the 
Roman Pontifical with that attention which Doc- 
tor Woodward has beftowed on it, to find out the 
Catholic Bifhop ? s confecration oath ; yet common 
fenfe and the knowledge; of the world informed 
them, that there was no danger of the Proleftant 
afcendancy, from a Popijh mob, aj/ifled by a foreign. 



When Doctor Woodward promifed in the title 
page of his pamphlet, a General Account of the In- 
furreftions in Munjler, we little expected a fhort 
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martyrology of two or three pages, announcing 
threats to burn new churches, which are Hill {land- 
ing, and have no elements to refift but wind and 
rain : Old churches to be changed into mafs-hovfes, 
which have not yet been fprinkled with holy- wa- 
ter ; the tongues of clergymen to be cut out, which 
tongues have not yet loft their fpring ; and other 
alarming menaces, for which he acknowledges to 
have no other voucher, but a paper he received from 
Cork. Thus the boafting poet in Horace promifed 
a mighty defcription of the feats and atchievements 
performed before the walls of Troy. Fortunam 
Priami cantabo et nobele bellum. 

The mountain was in labour (faith the Poet) and 
was delivered of a moufe. From great promifes 
of A General Account of the Rife and Progrefs of 
the Infurreftions in Murijier, we expected mighty 
matters. We expected that the dignified hiftorian, 
would not be content with moiftening the nib of 
his pen with a fmall drop of ink, without going 
deeper into his ftandim. We had room to expect 
that he would lay open the fources of information, 
do juftice to all parties, and be religioufly accurate 
in his defcriptions. He talks of a Popijb mob, tak- 
ing arms out of the hands of Protejlants. A church 
nailed up. A new church threatened 10 be burnt, if an. 
old church was not left for the purpofe of being chang- 
ed into a mafs-honje, " And veftries controuled in 
" fuch a manner as not to afford elements for the 
" Communion, though the Catholics are excluded 
" from having votes when theie vcflries are held.'* 
Thofe fads and the threats already mentioned, 
make up this interefting and " General Account 
" ox the Rife and Progrefs of the Iniurrections in- 
*' Munfter." And from fuch facts who would not' 
infer that the overthrow of the eftablifhed religion 
was meditated bv the Catholics. It mult be the- 



authors meaning and drift to create fuch a belief its' 
the minds of his readers, or there is no meaning in? 
what he writes.-^Why does not he mention the 
chapels that were nailed up ; the Catholic' clergy 
who fufFered ; the reduction of their accuftomed 
dues ; the Proteftants who headed the infurgents ; 
his own churches referred to as to fo many afylums, 
in order to elude the laws; the- motives and fprings- 
of their different tranfaclions ; the rife of the evil, 
and the application of the remedy. 

He informs us that Donoghmore church <was nailed 
-up i and leaves his readers to look at the nails with- 
out pointing out to the hand that fattened them ;- 
after having fo deeply impreifed his mind with the 1 
terrors of Popery, as to make him guefs that a Po- 
pifh hand had raifed the hammer. 

The Bifhop could not be ignorant of tne'dr- 
cumftances which gave rife to this tranfadtion. 
He knows that the Proteftant clergyman of that 
parifh was beloved in the place, and had a : great 
number of powerful friends. The Bifliop of Cloyne 
appointed another clergyman to officiate in his 
room. This was not agreeable to the parifhioners. 
When the ft range clergyman came on a Sunday 
morning to the church he found it nailed up. Let 
the reader draw the inference. The Bifh-op of 
Cloyne fhould have either not mentioned the church 
of Donoghmore, or not omitted this cireumftance, 
which would either lead his reader into a know- 
ledge that either the Proteftant parifh ioners nailed 
up the church, or if there were any Catholics 
amongft them, that it was not from a defign to in- 
vade the church, but from a love for the clergy- 
man who was to quit the pariih. But this manner 
of relating facls would not anfwer Doctor Wood- 
ward's end. He mentions a clergyman at whom 
jlonts were thrown <whiJJi he 'was officiating, and 'who 

would 
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would have been murdered by a neighbouring POLISH 
CONGREGATION, but for a meffenger r&ho 'was dif- 
patched from, the fame congregation to inform him of the 
danger. I am not a perfon of fuch a caviling dif- 
pofitiori as to deny facls, except when I have fuf- 
.ficient evidence to difprove them. But if the Bi- 
mop had related all the circumflances relative to 
the above tranfactiort, the reader would attribute 
it to fome eaufe different from the defign of a. 
popifh confederacy to overturn the eftabliihed 
ehufch. 

In relating this tranfaclion, which a Catholic 
would hold in the fame deteftation in which a Pro- 
ieftant would hold it, has the Lord Bimop* as a candid 
hiftorian, informed his readers that previous to this 
infult there had been an unhappy affray ? A war- 
rant which the parifhioners of both religions deem- 
ed illegalj had been ifFued in order to levy church 
f atesj after a manner to which the pat i-fhidners had 
not been aecuftomed. As far as I have been in- 
formed, the rates were to be levied on plough-lands^ 
inftead of having recouffe to the ufual mode. The 
people refifted, and in the refiftance two of the 
parifhionsrs Unfortunately loft their lives. The 
killers were indicled for murder. The bills were 
ignor'd. This exafperated the people. Their minds 
ft til in a fermetit-^a new clergyman was ferit to 
officiate in the parifh. They were moref difpo.fei 
in favour of his predeceffbf : Whilft the clergy- 
fnan was reading prayers, a boy, perhaps a fbn to 
one of the men who had been kill'd, began to throw 
ftones, and was immediately hindered.- As to the 
faft that the rrieri were killed, 1 appeal to the Lord 
Bifhop of Cloyne himfelf, who would not have been 
glad that the affair would have been brought at that 
time before the court of KingVbench, as bloodshed 
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on the feore of cbnfecrated goods f has eier wounded 
the clerical pfofeflion in every age, and iri every 
nation. As to the^circumftances, I am not ac- 
quainted with the minute detail of them. For ther 
truth of the above account, I appeal to the Protef- 
tant gentlemen in the neighbourhood of Ballivoorna, 
when he talks of the reduction of the tithes in the 
foregoing diftrict. The Bifhop and I relate the fame 
facts ; but our inferences are differ en t.-^-He relates 
bare facts, without mentioning one fingle circum- 
Hance, which may determine the reader's judgment 
in favour of an injured and mifreprefented people. 
His only object through the-courfe of his pamph- 
let, is to prove what no man of fenfe in- Ireland . 
believes, viz. THE CHURCH OF IRELAND rs AT 

-THIS PRESENT MOMENT IN IMMINENT BANG Eg 
OF SUBVERSION. 

If facts fueh as are related by the Bifhop were 
really believed, they certainly would be very al- 
arming. But when related with their concomitant 
circumftanees-, and the motives that gave them rile, 
the phantom vanishes. The candid reader will it> 
fer from the above fact, that the attack on the cler- 
gyman was not Popijb confederacy againil the efta- 
blijhed religioff, but an ebullition of paflion occafr- 
oned by refen'traent. When Pope Alexander the . 
Sixth, ordered fix cardina;ls to be fowed up in a 
bag, and eaft into the Tyber, none but a fool eaa 
.imagine that it was with a view to- overthrow their 
-religion ; and no wife man will eonftrue into a plot 
againir the church, two or three ftones thrown at 
a clergyman by a boy,, after feeing the mangled 
body of his father liretched dead in a field, m con~- 
fequenee of ecclefiaflical dues, however unjuflifia- 
ble the infult. The Lord Bi : ihopdf CJoyne mufl cer- 

tanly , 



tainlyliave piercing .eyes when he difcovers every 
enes religion in a crvwd*-r-Or when he confounds all 
religions concerned in die South, and amalgamates 
or unites them into -one Pepijb mafs: we can liten- 
ally apply to the Hiftoriam of the Whiteboys, the 
remark made on Cambden, who from partiality to 
his nation, had both eyes open when he wrote 
of the Englifh, one eye fhut when he wrote of 
the Scotch, but was -quits blind when he wrote of ibe 
Irijb. 

Angligenus oculis perluflras Camdene duobus ; 
Monoculus Scotos : Ccecus Hibernos. 

Hitherto the Lord Bifhop has kept me at the doors 
of his churches. Now let us follow him into the fanc- 
tuary.- He talks of Feftries being intimidated by tbs 
Whiteboys from granting money for t'k.e 'purc'hafe of ele- 
ments for the Holy Communion. 

' How many y^Jiries have they intimidated? Or was 
t-his intimidation a Popijb confederacy, to overturn 
the eftablifhed religion by extinguimmg fervor 
and devotion ? I do not perceive this extraordinary 
zeal for 'the Sacraments in either Catholics or Pro- 
teftants, which gives the minifters of religion room 
to complain of the great confumptiorrof facramen- 
tal wine, aad confecrated bread. The more they 
fee their inftruclors attached to the world, the con- 
tempt of which they tire bound to enforce ; the 
more they fee them intent upon blowing the trum- 
pet of religious war, on the fcore of fpeculative 
tenets, which furpafs the comprehenlion of the 
multitude, and neglect charity, peace and huma- 
nity, which are within the reach of all ; the more 
the laity perceive the minifters of a religion which 
js the offspring pf Heaven, intent upon fixing its 
G % roof 



root in ike eart'h, the more they will relax in their 
fervor, and be inclined to believe that the facred 
miniftry is a kind of craft in the hands of fkilful 
interefted men, who for the fake of lucre and emo- 
lument, would preach up Ch rift in Europe, and 
33iana at Ephefus, had tjiey lived in the time of 
Demetrius, the filver-fmhh, who complained that 
his trade would be Ipft if the temple of tfee Godr 
clefs was deferted. His Lordfhip knows that theife 
are the obloquies and reproaches of our modern dcifts 
and free-thinkers, 

He knows that in every age, people have availed 
themfelves of obloquies and reproaches againft the 
clergy, and alledged them as a caufe of feparatiorj 
from his church, as well as from mine. The bell 
method of filencing the voice of obloquy raifed 
againft the minifters of religion, is a cenducl mark- 
ed with that charity and difmterejlnefs which the 
public are entitled to expect from perfons of their 
lacred functions. How far the Bifhop of Cloyne's 
pamphlet has contributed to vindicate the clerical 
profeffion from the afperfipns of pbloqwy, and to 
prove that the miniflers of the Gofpel are the moft 
charitable and difinterefted mortals on earth, let his 
readers judge. He is a minute Hiftorian who is not 
Satisfied with informing his readers that the White- 
boys intimidated F'ejiries from collefting church rates, 
without alarming the piety of the devouteft fouls, 
by threatening them with a fpirjtual famine from 
fopifa plunderers, who deprive them of the elements 
for the Holy Communion. 

If theLord Bifhop of Cloyne had been as accurate 
in the enumeration of all the tranfaelions of the 
Munfter peafantry, as he has been ; in hjs detail of 
fburcbes andelvnents, rnpre figures would rife to view 
pri his'hiftdrical canvafs, and in i the groupe would 
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appear perfecuted priefts and defer fed chapels. He has 
painted one fide of the face and ihadpwed the other. 
It is incumbent on me to fupply the defect.-^-He 
has given the profile, I muft draw the face in full, 
My readers will excufe my prolixity when they 
are acquainted with my motives, and the reafons 
which induce me to enter into fo minute a de- 
tail. 

The character of the nation has been injured in 
Foreign Countries, where we are confidered as in 
a ftate of barbarifm and rebellion, in confequence 
pf the exaggerated accounts induftripufly circulat- 
ed in the prints, lince the beginning of the diliur? 
bances. The Lord Bifhop of Cloyne's pamphlet 
has been read at St. James's ; and his Majefty niuic 
entertain an extraordinary opinion of the Di.rJen- 
ters aud Catholics of Ireland. The Irifh Catholics 
in particular., are objects of detection ail over 
Great Britain, in confequence of and Theophi- 
i-us's addrefs, -the marrow of which is inferted 
jn the Monthly Review, which fell into my 
hands the day I fat down to write this defence. 
In that 'Review of January eighty-feven, the di 
turbances in Ireland are the reiult of a Popifti con- 
federacy, cemented by Popijh clergymen^ and their 
votaries, with a defign to overturn the eftablijhed re- 
ligion. All -thefe misfortunes flow from c. [relaxation 
pf ibe Papery Laws, as from their genuine fcurce t 
6zc. &c. 

I arn then indifpenfably bound to undeceive the 
public both in Ireland and wherever this pamph-? 
let may appear. Juftice to my country, to the irilh 
.Catholics, and to myfelf, requires an exact and 
minute detail. 

A pitched battle, in which ten thoufand on each 
had fallen m the field, has not employed fo 

many 
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niany pens, nor occafioned fuch alarms, - as the 
snighty excurfions of Captain Right's forces. They 
difturbed the peace of the community, it is true '; 
andjor this they are juftly cenfured, and juftly 
punifhable. They collected money in two or three 
places, for the fupport of their confederates who 
were in gaol. No perfon exculpates them for this 
ill-direcled benevolence ; and if they forced it from 
-the people whofe relations were in gaol, they de- 
ferved death. There was one man cruelly and bar- 
, ftaroufly murdered in the county of Tipperary : 
at this murder humanity mudders^; there was a 
.refpeclable clergyman of the eftablifhed church, 
the Rev. Mr. Ryan, moft cruelly ufed ; the Rev. 
Mr. Hare, was way-laid and efcaped. In the coun- 
ty of Cork, the Rev. Dr. Atterbury was forced to 
fwear to the Rightboys table- of tithe-rates, but re- 
ceived no .other injary; the Rev. Mr. Mayne had 
fome of his ou.t-houfes burned ; the Rev. Mr. Ken- 
ny, from terror quitted his habitation ; and Arch- 
deacon Tifdal-1, with Father Burke, theprieft of the 
pariih, in which both refided, took ihelter in 
.Cork ; the Rev. Mr. Browne had two or three 
horfes cropped, thefe -gentlemen are the clergy- 
men of the eftablimed church, who were moil ma- 
terially injured. There was not a fenfible Catho- 
Kc in the county of -Cor-k that did not condemn 
and detefl the ufkge given to the Rev. gentlemen 
now mentioned, and the more fo, as fame ef them 
are eonfidered as fathers to the poor,* though the 
Lord Bimop of Cloyne .upbraids me with uttering 
panegyricks on fome of the Proteftant clergy.-^- 
But equally indifferent to his applaufe or cenfure, 
I mall ever pay a tribute to merit. Sorry am I, 
as an Hiftorian and a man of feeling, that he 
has not enumerated the. Catholic Clergymen, who 
" ' were 
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were equal fufferers in the florm. His readers 
would then be of opinion, that the Right-boys 
were as hoftile to the Church of Rome, as to the 
eftabliflied religion. 

In the long fpace of fifteen months, whilft the 
diftufbances continued, until the prefent Earl of 
Carhampton, (then Lord Luttrell) came to Munfter, 
I heard of no murder committed by the White- 
boys, If there has been any fuch barbarity commit- 
ted, I mail relate it in the feeond edition of my 
pamphlet. 

Every robbery, every outrage has been attributed 
to thofe deluded and unhappy people. And to ray 
furprife, (if furprifed I would be, after fo many * 
falsehoods propagated from the county where I re- 
iide,) on my arrival in Dublin, what mould I fee 
but an account of four hundred Whiteboys attack- 
ing officers of the army, near Cork. Three nights 
before I fet off from Cork, we had an account of 
this extraordinary encounter. An officer on his re- 
turn from the fports of the field,, for want of other 
game, fhot a peafant's dog : before he had time to 
charge his piece, the a:clive< clown with his flick, 
revenged, the death of the guardian of his cabbin. 
This brought on an affray. This affray was con- 
ftrued into Whitebeyifm ; and had there not been a 
fflhiteboy or a Rightboy in the world, touch me, touch 
my dog would be a Handing maxim with an Irifh 
peaiant. He commonly anfwers one queftion with 
another, and returns blow for Elow. This 1 aft part 
.of his education he receives ; from the inflincl of na- 
ture, which is forwarded byjbe Irijhfoi/, fa favour- 
able to the growth of valour. If he was guilty of 
no other fault but that of refenting an unprovoked 
injury, with a flroke of Shilelah, the nobility and 

gentry, of Ireland would not blame him much; > 

They 



They themfelves i are fe'markable for bravery ; and 
their character is not to be infulted with impu- 
tiity. 

Far be it from me to countenance df fordef . But ! 
muft make allowance for the paffioris of man. A nd 
I feel when I fee every trifling fcufHe magnified iri 
to rebellion againft the flats, and every murmur again ii 
a proftoror tithe-jobber exaggerated into" a confede- 
racy againft the church. Yet to the diferedit of the' 
county of Cork in particular every dwarf was me 
tamorphofed into a giant. Tithe-jobbers {trained 
every nerve to alarm the fears of Government, in 
order to fecure themfelves in their extortions, by 
painting the deluded peafantry as unworthy of the 
Jeafl compaffion< In the reverend author of the letter 
found on the road between Cork and Cloghnakilty, addref- 
fedto Dr. O'Leary, they found a favourite hiflorian, 
who, in peafants going before day for fand to ma- 
nure their fpots of ground, could difcover Orlahdos 
and Orfons. The fport of fchooi-boys was mag- 
nified into fieges. In Monkftbwn, where ladies 
and gentlemen pafs a good part of the fummef for' 
the benefit of bathing, what uproars and alarms. 
Two wags, for the fake of diversion, founded an 
old horn in the dead of the night, and threw all the 
ladies and gentlemen into a panic terror* In the 
fpace of three weeks this nocturnal fport appeared 
in the diflant prints a ferious blockade by Captain 
Right, at the head of five hundred men. In this 
manner, at a diftance from the fcene of action, 
were numbers alarmed at the report of the taking: 
of Umbrage . To give a hiftory of the falfe ac- 
counts propagated in the public papers, and of the' 

ma- 

-As the words require ari explanation, for the inftruffion of 
feveral, it is fit to remark, .that when it was reported in the papers 
that the French bad taken Umhr&ge at the proceedings of the En^IiJb, 

forae 



( 57 ) 

.manoeuvres of tithe-dealers, would be an endlefs 
.tafk. I muffc haften to the veftries, as the Lord Bi- 
ihop of Cloyne complains that they were intimidated 
from purcbafmg the elements for the holy communion. 

I have heard but of one veftry in his digcefe re- 
lative to which there has. been any intimidation. 
The people who complained of tithes complained 
of the rife of parijb rates, and requefted the gentle- 
man who had the fuperintendance of the veftry, 
not to increafe them. In the year eighty church- 
rates in fome parts of the diocele of Cioyne were 
but i/. 2.s. 6d. The people, both Proteftants and 
Catholics, finding that their piety did not increafe 
in proportion to the rapid rife of the ecclefiafti- 
cal revenues, and that the clergy were not more 
holy and dijlnterejled in the year eighty-fix, than 
they were in the year eighty, thought lit that 
fanclity fhould not be diftanced by fo many odds 
by the price of fanclification. They brought both 
within nearer view of each other. And hence this 
myftery of popery controlling veftries, and depriv- 
ing fouls who did not chufe to pay too much for 
their canonizatioza, is unravelled. With regard 
to the notice ordering a church to be left for a 
mafs-houfe, and threats to burn a new one, I ri- 
diculed the very idea of it in my laft addrefs to the 
white-boys. He fays that they bound tbeinfefoes 
by oath, in prefence of the church-wardens, to burn the 
new church, if the old one was not left for a mafs- 
bouje. Who were thofe who bound themfelves by 
oath to commit fuch a deed? Does his church- 



fbme wifeacres imagined that Umbrage was the name of fome great 
city. The miftake of the meaning of a word often leads into er- 
ror. And of this error are guilly thofe who confound vjhiiiboyifm 
with a popijb confederacy. 
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wardens know them ? If he does, let him bring 1 
them to juftice ? If he does' not know them, how 
does fie know their religion ?' And have they ful- 
filled their engagement? Was .mafs faid in the 
old church ? Is the new church burnt ? It is very 
likely that a fet of men who have not heard prayers 
from' their own pallors in the long fpace of four- 
teen Months, and who had flocked to his churches^ 
for the fake of impum'ty, Would (as I remarked in 
. my letter to them) indiilge fuch fervour as to have 
- a. church for a mafs-houfe, and die martyrs for 
prayers, dpago nugec !' 

IftheBifhop of Cloyne believes this a : ferious 
affair, I applaud him for the ftrength of his faith. 
Under- the apprehenfions of terror the imagination 
realizes phantoms. We read in hiftory that armies 
in the dead of the night encamped on the fummit 
of a hill, imagining that the enemies were drawn 
tip in battle array in a dirtarit plain *. ..The out- 
fcouts at the dawn of day difcovered, to > their fur- 
prife, that it was an extenfive field covered with 
overgrown thiflles> nodding with the breeze,: and 
feeming to beckon to their purfuers; tb advante. 
Doftof Woodward's imagination creates fimilar foes. 
Nor can we difcover any danger to Docl-or^ Wcod-- 
ward's old church or Hew -church, except' what he 
figures to himfelf in his pamphlet. 

But will Mr. O'Leary deny that fuch notices 
were polled up, and fuch letters, threateni.ng' to cut 
our tongues, _6ff. were written? By no means, 
Mr. O'Leary is not a "man to controvert fads vouch- 
ed by the Bifhop's authority, except' when he has 
feel's to counterbalance -'them. In that cafe he will 
humbly take the liberty of being guided by his 

* The army of the princes in the reign of Lewis the Eleventh. 
See Father Daniel's Hiflory of France. 

own 



own judgment. He does not believe the Pope's in- 
fallibility ; much l.efs will lie place infallibility in 
the Bifhopof Cloyne's oracles when he delivers them 
from his tripod. But he is humbly of opinion 
that fuch notices and letters came from other quar- 
ters.. Tithe-proctors, tithe-jobbers and others were 
interefted in alarming the nation., and awakening 
the fears of Government. They dreaded the leaft 
alteration in the prefent fyftem, and knew that 
the beft method to fecure fuccefs to their plan, was 
to blacken as much as po'iible deluded men who 
were already but too obnoxious. Hence the exag- 
gerated accounts of the white-boys circulated in 
the diiiant .prints ; all pr-ovifions, and every com- 
munication between town and country cut off. 
Yet our markets were -(applied as ufual. 

A lady of coofequence who fpends her time and 
income in encouraging, arts and manufactures, on 
whofe eftate the little girl of five earns her bread by 
knitting ; whofe tenants wear (hoes and flocking;?, 
iClean ihirts and warm frize, whilft the tenants of fe- 
veral.are|hiy,ering with ( cold and pinching with hun- 
ger ; who,, when ths peafani dies, gives the warm 
cabin, and a fpot of ground rent-free to the widow and 
.orphans, until the elde.it fon is able to provide for 
them ; who has diffufed a fpirit of induftry and 
vigour amongft the naked and unemployed inha- 
bitants of barren rocks ; and who, like another 

Zenobia, has a manly heart in a female breaft. * 

.This lady intended to drain part of a lake, in order 
to enlarge her improvements. A grateful pea- 
fantrv flocked to the work. It was enough. We 

* f w3 

foon rad in the diftant papers that athonfandtvlnle- 
.boys had thrown up intrench ments, and had formed 
a regular encampment upon her lands. Number- 
lefs falfehoods have been rndudrioufly propagated, 
to the diilionQiir of the country, "iS;o honed man 
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would juftify any breach of the public peace, and 
no man who pays any regard for juftice or truth 
would propagate falfehood and infamy. 

Before the relaxation of the Popery laws, a 
wretch, after having quitted his houfe, fet fire to it 
in the dead of night, and fwore to damages which 
were to be made good to him at the expence of the 
innocent. .The villainy was proved in open court. 
Had the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne made enquiries, per- 
haps he would find that fome tithe-jobbers tampered 
with their hirelings to fet fire to their own corn. 
By this manoeuvre they expecled that a tenfold gain 
would compenfate for this wilful lofs. I doubt 
pot then the reality of the notices, however ahfurd, 
nor the threats, however unlikely to be carried 
into execution. But I fufpect the quarter from 
whence they came. Intereft and vengeance com- 
bined, are capable of giving greater alarms, hut 
the judgment mufl not be captivated to the yoke of 
an implicit belief, when the motives of credibility 
are dubious ; and anonymous letters are bad vou- 
chers. No man intent upon the murder of another, 
ever forewarns him of the danger. If a perfon wrote 
me a letter, threatening to cut out my tongue, I 
would not be under the leaft apprehenfion that he 
would deprive me of the organ of fpeech. If he 
were in earnefi, he would watch -his opportunity 
without putting me on my guard. Be this as it 
may, we all deplore the peace of fociety difturbed; 
the property of individuals injured by nightly ex- 
curfions, and the dillraclion of the community. 

But the duty of the hiftorian confines him within 
the limits of truth, and in relating events when he 
cannot know the real caufes, he mu ft affign the 
moft probable. The Bifhop's favourite layman, 
talks of people banging in gaHowfes, nofes and ears 
cut off) &c. Will the Bifljop of Cloyne be his vou- 
cher. 



~cher. For while I am on the fpot, I fhall control 
vert the legendary tales of any modern Sir John 

Temple. No ; the Bifhop cannot produce one 

fingle inftance of any man's being murdered by the 
white-boys in the counties of Cork or Kerry, and 
as for notes, had he difcovered any of them to be 
cut off by the white- boys, his zeal for religion 
would have induced him to collect and fix them in 
ibe face of his pamphlet to ornament his pifture of 
perjecution, and give it its due proportions. I enquir- 
ed about thofe nofes and ears, I can get no informa- 
tion. The operations then of a campaigne of fif- 
teen months, (a campaign, which has attracted the 
attention of all Europe, thanks to our tithe journa- 
lifls) have been confined, as I remarked before, to 
two or three proclors, buried without being dead, 
and rifmg immediately without waiting for the 
found of the laft trumpet ; the burning of feme few 
ricks of corn, and the cropping of nine or ten gar- 
rens which are frill at the plough ; and notabene, 
the two laft garrans that were cropped after Lord 
Luttrell's firlt excurfion to Munfter, though the 
oldeft in the fludd, were cropt with as much nicety 
as if a young miffe's ears were to be borne for the 
reception oi ornamental pendants. A fmall flit! 
but great noifc. Such is the number of the wound- 
ed by the white- boys in the counties of Cork and 
Kerry. But where is the number of the flaia ? - 
The flain and mortally wounded were the deluded 
bipeds, whom the Bifhop of Cloyne did not exhort, 
nor banifh from his churches ; and who goaded by 
opprefiion on one hand, and expecting impunity 
from hipocrify on the other, gave into thofe wild 
ancl extravagant meafures, againfl which Mr. 
O'Leary cautioned them. During thedifturbances, 
the Catholic clergy and laity fuffered more than 
their Proteflant neighbours of the fame refpeclive 

orders. 
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orders. And when the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne pro, 
mifed his readers A GENERAL ACCOUNT of the rife and 
progress of the infurretlions in Munfter, we little ex~ 
peeled that his account would be inclofed in a nut- 
fbell, of which five oriix Proteftant clergymen were 
the kernel, whilft the perfecuted Catholic clergy- 
men are omitted, as the withered leaves of the 
tree, left out of his hiftorical deifert. 

Such, is the plain, candid and unadorned ac- 
count of the :difturbances, i-n the fuppreflion of 
which I have taken fo active a part, whilft the Lord 
Bifliop of Cloyne, as an unconcerned fpeclator, 
flood gazing upon an eminence at a great diftance 
from the field of battle. After a large fabric has 
been on fire for more than twelve-months, it is 
laudable in him to come forward with the doleful 
iiews, that a few rafters have been burnt. He 
fnould have been the firfl to put his hand to the 
engine, in order to bring the fire under, and to 
prevent it from -communicating to the adjacent 
buildings. When the prophet Jeremiah wrote his 
Lamentations, it was a longtime before thedeftruc- 
lion of jerufakm, in order to caution the people, 
and induce them to guard againft the impending 
calamity. When the 'prophet Ezechial had eaten 
book, in which were written lamentations AND A. 
SONG, and woe, it was to forewarn an obftinate peo>- 
ple But when the Bilhop of Cloyne cries aloud 
irorn the walls of Jerufalem, THE CHURCH OF IRE- 
LAND IS AT THIS PRESENT MOMENT IN IMINENT 

DANGER OF SUBVERSION, it is after the Chaldeans 
had raifed the fiege and retired to their country. - 
Fifteen, months after the dift urban ces had broken 
.our. After Lord Kenmare, a Catholic peer had 
iupprdfcd them in Kerry. After the Lord Chief 
Baron Yeiverton had decreed an atonement to vio- 
hted juilice, by the punifhment offuch criminals 

as 



'I 6} ). 

ds were found guilty of a breach of toe laws. And 
after the prefent Earl of Carhampton (then Lord 
.Luttrell) had pacified the entire province, a few 
flragglers excepted. If in the long fpace of fifteen 
months he was really convinced that the veffel, if 
the eftablifhed religion, of which he is one of the 
pillots, was in danger, why has he flept at the" 
helm ? When the frorm is over and the fea ex- 
hibits a fmooth furface, he fmgs the doleful 
ditty of the fhipwrecked mariner all over the 
three kingdoms ; but where was he when the 
fhip was on the point of finking ? Where was the 
paftoral letter . ? Where was the pathetic addrefsi 
Where was the publication replete with thofe fi- 
gures and images which would work on the paf- 
lions of the Proteflant nobility and gentry of the 
province, and awaken them to a fenfe of their dan- 
ger r" It is no. great hardfhip for a Bilhop to publifh. 
a pamphlet in eighty- feven, which he had all the 
feifure to write in the year eighty-fix, But where 
were the exertions of the paftoral care ? where was 
the fhepherds whittle 1 heard, when the ivotf was 
devouring the flock? The Bifhop of Cloyne ac- 
knowledges that the diocefe of Cork was commit- 
ted to his care in the abfence of Doctor Mann. 
This additional charge to thai of his own diocefe 
iliould naturally have redoubled his vigilance. 
He then fhouid have made it his bufinefs as fuper- 
entendant of fuch extenfive diocefes, to get every 
information relative to-the diforders which diftracl- 
ed the places committed to his care: to endeavour 
to* ftifle the evil, in its birth, and to prevent its 
fpr cad mg further. 

I mall make no further comments, but leave my 
headers to their own judgment, without anticipat- 
ing their reflections. However the learned may- 
admire Tacitus for his art in raifing a rich work 
from poor materials, his judicious reflections, and 
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Cbncife (though obfcure) manner of imprefling. his 
fentiments ; yet 1 (hall never take him for my guide, 
becaufe he is too malignant, and afcribes the moft 
cafual events to A DARK POLICY. If Auguftus 
names Tiberius for his fucceffor, it is according to 
Tacitus, with a defign that the vices of that tyrant 
fhould ferve as a foil to. fet off his own qualities. 
If Pifo is appointed governor of fuch a province, 
it is in order to be a fpy over Germanicus, whom 
Tiberius envied. If Sejanus is elected prime mi- 
nifter, it is in order to glut the vengeance of the 
gods. He afcribes the offspring of chance to a 
gloomy deftiny. His characters generally bear -the 
fame features- It is not the man whom he de- 
fcribes, but the hiftorian's heart I read. For this 
very reafon I do not like him, becaufe he diftorts 
the objects. Had the fame events happened in his 
time at Rome which have happened within thofe 
fifteen months in the county where I" refide, what 
a political pifture would not Tacitus have left to 
future ages ! The plebeians all up in arms, and 
the fupreme Augur afleep without confulting the 
Omens ! The temples of the gods threatened with 
d&flrudion, and the Pontiff filent ! And when the 
danger is over, the empire in commotion, and the 
Pontiff offering propitiatory facrifices and inviting 
the people to burn incenfe, in order to avert thole 
calamities from which the gods had delivered them, 
during his fecurity and fomnolence ! Reflections 
of the kind I leave lo fuch hiftprians as Tacitus,, 
or to the Lord Bifhcp of Cloyne himfelf, who is 
fo ingenious as to metamorphofe me into a being 
to which I bear no refemblance, and to caft me in 
a mould fo ill fitted to my frame. 

Can any perfon in his fenfes prefume that the 
Catholics of Ireland, after the late indulgence exr 
tended to them by the reigning powers, would be 

fo 



ib divefted of gratitude and common fenfe as to 
ex pole their necks to the chain with which rigor- 
ous laws had bound them for fo many years 
When their anceftors figned the capitulation of 
Limerick,' and fubmitted to the fon-in-law of their 
former fugitive and cowardly king, iboner than 
violate the laws of nations, afterwards fo bafely 
violated b^ the laft of the Stuarts, they declined 
availing themfelves of the fuccours fent by Lewis 
the Fourteenth. : When Alberoni fent the fon of 
James the Second to Scotland, the Irilh Catholics 
remained quiet and peaceful, though they had every 
reafon U) expert the affiftance of Spain if they join-* 
ed the fon of their former king, when the pre- 
ferit family was not fufficiently fettled on a throne 
threatened by foreign foes, and an afpiring candi- 
date who had his father's title to plead, and num- 
bers of his partizans, each to join him in fupport 
of his prete'nfions. When the plains of Fontenoy 
were dyed with Englifti blood, and George the Se- 
cond threatened with' expulfion from the BritifH 
dominions, by a young pretender marching to 
the feat of empire, whefe was any commotion 
amongft the Catholics of Ireland ? When Thurot 
landed at Carrickfergus where were the Catho- 
lics who flocked to his banners in the North ? 
Where were the Catholics who caufed a diverfiort 
in his fa'vour in the South ? When England was 
furrounded by a warring world ; one of her ftrortg- 
eft limbs tofn from her body, by the lofs of Ame- 
rica; her fleets purfued ,by a victorious enemy, 
difplaying their flag- on her coafts ; and Ireland, 
deftitute of any affiftance but the loyalty and cou- 
rage- of her fons, who forgot thefr unhappy and 
fatal prejudices in the common danger, did the 
Irifti Catholics ftan'd by as neutral fpe<^ators, in 
expe<^atton of the event ? Did not they flock tp 
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t'lie ftandard of their Proteftant neighbours, andf 
march at the fignaly either to defend their common 
country, or to mingle their blood in the fame 
trenches with their fellow- fubje<fts ? Are thofe the 
men whofe loyalty mould be fufpecled, and charac- 
ter traduced? Or muft the LordBimopof Cloyne's 
clamour about tithes become now a wakeful trump to 
thunder divifion amongft three bodies of men, who 
in time of danger were confolidated into one ? He 
alarms the members of the'eflablifhed church with 
the danger wherewith they are threatened from the 
Diffenters inclined to pull it do<wft : . He alarms them 
with the danger wherewith they are threatened 
from the Catholics ready to fet up their' own. He 
excludes both from national confidence ; then fhifts 
the ground, and after having difcarded the Diffen- 
ters as hoftile to bis eftablijbment, he invites them to 
his flandard, to join him in his attack upon the 
Catholics, by reminding them of the lenient ufage' 
they met with from his church, when compared 
with the fevere ufage they would meet with from : 
rhe church of Rome. 

The Lion invited one day the beafts to a hunt- 
ing party, and promifed to divide the fpoils. The 
afs with his loud notes roufed the game, which 
was foon run down. The divifion of the fpoil com- 
menced. This belongs to me faid the Lion, accord- 
ing to compact; and this becaufe my name is Lion, 
and this for fuch a reafon ; and who would dare to 
touch the reft ? One would imagine that ./Efop had 
read the Lord Bt (hop of Cloyne's pamphlet. Come 1 
J:) iff enters to my ajfijlance, though I have excluded you be- 
fore from national confidence, enemies to my eftablijhment, 
which from principle you are inclined to pull down, 
become my auxiliaries in chaining your fellow-fub- 
of the Catholic perfuajion, left they reach their hands 

the fac-red Jbeaf.But as for you f you dare not to ioucb" 
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iV. For my name is Lion. The Lord Bifhop of Clpyise 
would have fome colourable pretence for alarming 
the fears of Irifh Diffenters, and prejudicing.them a- 
gainft their Catholic fellow-fubjecls, if he had the 
generofity to divide the fpoils. But will he divide 
the tithes with their clergy ? His invitation then and 
his compliments are equally unmeaning. 

Heavens forbid, that the .natives of this kingdom 
.(let their religion be what it may) mould ever rc- 
Japfe into the frenzy of deflruclive and unchriftian 
-diffenfions. 

The Diffenters then will fay to the Lord Bifhop of 
.Cloyne. We willfupport the State, not in compliance 
with your CHARITABLE ADMONITION, but becauje 
it is our duty and intereji. But we will not make war. 
upon our neighbours for tithes and mitres, ffie jhall 
not efface from thepannels of the Lord Bijhop of Cloyn/s 
carriage, that emblem of ecclefiaftical pre-eminence 
he has borrowed from the Church of Rome, which he is 
now expojing to publick deteftation; nor diminifh the 
number of his dimes, which the Catholic clerg.y 
had dreffedfor him, ages before they imagined that 
Bimops, inftead of praying for them and their fuc- 
ceffors, would diflurb the dead in their graves, by 
attributing to them doctrines they never taught, 
and exciting thejealoufly and refentment of the 
reigning powers againft the living, by calling at 
their thresholds abortives they difclaim. We mall 
not engage, my Lord Bifhop of Cloyne, in a Cruf- 
ade to make war upon Infidels who are not in 
poffeftion of your Holy Land. 

It is extraordinary in you to alarm the public, 
with the dangers of Popery, when you retain the 
moft oppreflive part of a religion, from which you 
are fprung, tithes that are oppreflive to the. poor, 
.and pre-eminence which in all ages has not ,been 
relifhed by the rich. We cannot in rcafon 
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hate a Catholic for his fpeculative creed. His be- 
lief of the real prefence affects us no more than if 
he believed that Berenices trefies were changed into 
a comet. Nor are we much concerned whether in 
that immenfity beyond the grave, there may be an 
intermediate place between the two extremes of 
complete happmefs and complete mifery. - A place 
where the foul attones for venial lapfes, and pays 
off a part of the debts it has contracted here. It 
is equal to us where a man pays his debts, whe L 
ther here or in purgatory, provided he pays our- 
felves what he owes us. And however clamorous 
a mitred divine may be about Poprfh purgatory, 

HE MAY PERHAPS GO FURTHER, AND SPEEI> 

WORSE. : 

The proclor's pound where the cottagers cow or 
calf is imprifoned, is a greater nuifance to the liv- 
ing, than thoufands of fubterraneous caverns be- 
yond the grave: When you call upon us then to 
your afliflance againft our Catholic neighbours, we 
fhall not obey th'e furrimons, until you divide with 
us the fpoils of piety which have been tranfmitted 
to you by the Catholic clergy , whom you are now 
attacking. ' When they were groaning under the 
yoke of penal laws, we;*pUDlhjhed at Dungannon 
thofe refolutions which'Europe read with admira- 
tion ; in them -we 'declared', that as we held freedom 
of confcience facred' in' ourfelves, fo we held it fa* 
cred in others,' and gloried in the prof peel of our 
Catholic fellow- fubjecls' emancipation. America 
copied after the ill uftrious : example." The Emper- 
or has placed the God-like image of toleration, in 
the fame banner with t'he Imperial Eagle. Good 
fenfe and the general good of foclety, are reflor- 
mg to unhappy mortals the irialiehabte charter, 
which fchobj divinity had ufurped, :: the choice of 
the religion they think the beft ; and the privilege 
- - - . : "- v - - ; - . " of 



69 

.of being accountable to God alone for their fpecu 
lative tenets. Any perfon who would preach or 
praclife a contrary dodhine, is an AGITATOR in- 
deed, and an agitating Bifhop is as obnoxious to 
^us as an AGITATING FRIAR.-^-YOU have. directed 
jour arrows againft Mr. O'Leary in particular. He 
has wafhed off the paint which your brufh has laid 
on his face. He has proved in his narrative, that 
you have not given an accurate account of the dif- 
turbances in Munfter. You have not Hemmed the 
torrent. You have not afligned the genuine caufes 
; of 'the infurreclions, which in your heart you know- 
not to have originated in any Popifti confederacy 
againft either church or ftate, but in the defpair of 
wretehednefs/ afcribable indeed to feveral caufes, 
amongft which tithes and tithe-canters are to be 
enumerated. Mr . Q'Leary has fully juftified the 
Catholic body from the foul afperfion of Theophi- 
3us and the infinuation of the Lord Biflibpof Cloyne. 
He has called oh you both^ to produce one agitat- 
ing Friar, or Romifh Miffionary fent here to fow 
fedition, or who has fown fedition in the latid. - 
There is the challenge given; by confcious inno- 
cence. We (hall "not then quarrel with our Ca- 
tholic neighbours, much lefs with Mr. O'Leary. 
If he has any more to fay we mall hear him. It 
is the privilege to which every injured man is enti- 
tled ; but v.e corificler him as fully acquitted, what- 
ever furthefremarlb hp may think fit to make on 
your pamphlet. - ; " 
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KNOW not upon what ground the Lord Bifhop 
of Cloyne can fay that my addrefles are moft art- 
fully contrived to . fow /edition ? Is it for recom- 
mending peace ? No. Is it for recommending pa- 
tience under fufferings ? If fo, the Lord Bilhop of 
Cloyne muft burn the Bible. Is it becaufe I did 
not enlarge upon the miferies of the peafantry, in 
confequence of low wages and rack-rents, as the 
Bifhop intimates ? The reduction of tithes and the 
dues of the parifti priefts were the only objects 
mentioned in the infurgents proclamations. In 
addreffing them upon complaints which they did 
not exprefs, was to reprefent the orator who finifh- 
ed, by the deluge, his fermon on the refurreclion, 
The public knew that the people were exafperated 
and outrageous. I had one objedl in view, which 
was to work on their paflions, by the'fitteft fprings, 
to move the hearts and allay the paflions of a dif- 
contented multitude. / mean hope and fear ; the 
dread of punifhment, and the hope of redrefs. - 
I knew that fuch of the clergy as, from the warmth 
of zeal, and want of foreknowledge that their flock 
would ever rife againft themfelves, had recourfe 
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to the ufual method of reclaiming them by feve- 
rity, had loft their influence. In vain had they 
fubftituted a curfe for a prayer, and the oak faplin 
for the peaceful afperges; the obftinacy of the 
flock increafed in proportion to the rigour of the 
paftor ; at laft the rupture rofe to fuch a height, 
that they fwore in fome places never to hear pray- 
ers from their prefent parifh. priefts. This the 

Lord Bimop of Cloyne cannot be ignorant of ; and 
the candour of the hiftorian, when he talks of 
the infurrections, as well as juftice to thofe perfe- 
cuted ecclefiaftics, mould have induced him to ad- 
vert to this very fingular and unexpected circum- 
ftance ; efpecially when he had read in- the flan- 
derous Theophilus the falfe and infamous charge 
brought againft thofe clergymen, accufing them of 
being in a confederacy with their flocks for the 
overthrow of the church and ft ate. It was not from 
want of zeal and loyalty that they mifcarried in 
their attempt to re-eftablifh order. In all probabi- 
lity they would have fucceeded better, had they 
tempered their fire. 

I had to guard againft the inconvenience which 
proved a ftumbling-block to others. I knew that 
oil fmooths the ruffled fea, and that a long time 
before Cicero and Quintilian had laid down rules 
for rhetoricians to work on the paffions, Solomon, 
a greater adept in the knowledge of the human 
heart, had faid, A foft anfwer breaketh anger, and a 
bard word raifeth up fury. In my two firft publi- 
cations I add re fled them in the foft language of 
fympathy ; led them on, ftep by ftep, to the tem- 
ple of hope, at whofe gates they mould wait with 
patience, keeping at a diftance from the precipices 
which furround its confines, 'violence from defpair, 
and Hcentioufnefs from prefumption. All parties ac- 
knowledge' 
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knowledge they were wretched ; the cFer'gy knew 
it, and they blamed the landlord; the landlords 
knew it, and they blamed the clergy's agent. It 
was not my duty to dictate to either. But if the 
Lord Bilhop of Cloyne affirms, in his pamphlet, 
that they did riot furTer from fuch perfonsf as deal 
in tithes, with every deference he Jhoutid'' be better 
informed. A gentleman of veracity has declared 
to me that thirty-two millings have been extorted 
for one acre of potatoes ; and that when a peafant 
offered to buy his tithes at a certain price, he was 
horfe-whipped. I do not fay that this happened 
in the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne's diocefe, to which: 
he fhould have confined himfelf when he became 
an advocate for ecclejiaftical agents. And if report 
be true, in fome places it is faid that the tithes 
which were fet by the clergyman for three hun- 
dred pounds, were raifed by thofe harpies to the 
enormous fum of feven hundred, -and more. This 
rapid rife muft have been oppreffjve to the poor, 
without any benefit, but rather a lofs to the clergy- 
man. Ihe Bifhop of Cloyne would have done 
well if, in the beginning of the difturbances, and 
even-# long time before, he had enquired, whether 
there had been in his own diocefe a certain tithe- 
jobber of fuch art, power and influence, as to ge 
the tithes for about an hundred and fix-ty pounds, 
which he raifed to about five hundred. The cler- 
gyman, who is ail fweetnefs and humanity, was 
under the neceffity, in his own defence, to make 
over a bond to this agent, who had the policy and 
influence to hrnder the peafants from taking the' 
tithes from the lenient and lawful owner, who was' 
willing to fet them at a moderate price. But when,- 
fey the above ftratagem, this man got them into r 
his own poflefiion, they became the fcoiirges of the 
poor,' who were continually harraflTed by decrees, 
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either real or fictitious, which he either obtained 
or pretended to obtain from the Bifliop's-court. ' 
No mufic could be heard in his diftrict but the 
hoife of cattle, mingled with the cries of the wretch- 
ed, feeing their little flock fold for half value. That 
Oman's pound was like unto a lion's den. The op- 
"* prefled people came to the clergyman, requefting 
him to take the tithes into his own hands> offering 
him twenty pounds more than he, got from the job- 
ber. An offer which the clergyman who feels for 
the poor, was under the painful neceflity of refuf- 
ing, .on account of his engagement with the other. 
All parties then agree that the unhappy people 
were opprefled. And the prefent Earl of Car- 
hampton, (then Lord Vifcount Luttrell) who com- 
rnanded the army in Munfter, and who acquitted 
himfelf of his eommiflion with fueh honour and 
humanity, is convinced that diflrefs, but not wan - 
'tonnefs ; the flings of poverty, but not the defign- 
of overturning ehureh or ftate, gave rife to the dif- 
turbances in the South of Ireland. Had the maxim 
that // is better to prevent crimes than to punijh them, 
'been followed; had all the landlords, both noble- 
men and gentlemen^ taken an active part at the? 
firft breaking out of the infurrections ; had they 
explained to their refpective' tenants the danger and 
impropriety of their proceedings, enquired into 
their complaints, informed them that the fenate of 
the nation was alone competent to make any alte- 
ration in eftablifhed laws, and that if they did not 
follow their advice, or obey their injunctions, they 
would be under the neceflity of puniming them, 
both as landlords arid magistrates ; had this plan 
been adopted, the dtfturbanees would have been 
ftified in their very birth. Such of the gentlemen 
of confequenee as had adopted this plan, foon re- 
flored peace and tranquillity to their diftricts. It 
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was the plan which Menenius Agrippa adopted with 
fuccefs, when the difcontented plebeians retired to 
the facred mountain* It was tiie plan adopted by 
Junius Blefus, when the Parmonian legions revolt- 
ed at the infiigation of a common foldier. It was 
the plan adopted by Lord Luttrell when he went 
to the congregations, and reclaimed to their duty 
feveral parifhes, intfead of -marking the progrefs of 
his march with the irnpoveriihed blood oi half ftarv- 
ed wretches. Cssfar's clemency oat-fhone the fplen- 
dor of his victories. And Lord Luttreli's wifdom 
and humanity upon that oecafion, be fides the ho- 
nour and efteem he acquired, have contributed 
in ore to the refroration of order and tranquillity, 
than if he had let the army loofe, and begun with 
coercion and violence. 

The miniflry of a clergyman, is a miniftry of 
chanty and comnaffion ; when I fee then, heroes 
bred in camps, and trained up amidit the clafli of 
arms, fheath upon feveral -occasions the fword, and 
hold out the olive branch ; when in the cure of 
wounds, lenitives are preferred to caufticks, I am 
not amamed for having addrelfed a difcontented 
-and opprefTed people, in the (tile of fympathyand 
tendernefs. But when I fee a Prelate, whofe very 
robes are by their inftitution emblematical of ex- 
tenfive charity, exhibit fymptoms of joy in the ex- 
pectation that the poor will not be relieved by their 
rulers, I mould be more inclined \scurfe the prieft- 
hcod, than to revere it ; if I were fo blind as to 
confound the unfeelingnefs and other defects of the 
minifters of religion,' with the holinefs and other 
duties of their miniftry. 

I recommended patience, which foftens ihe afflic- 
tions of fufferers, to the diftreifed, after informing 
the-m that the legislative powers alone were com- 
petent to redrefs a general grievance, and that a 
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disorderly conduct was a bad recommendation to 
their humanity. 

Here are the comments of the Lord Bifhop of 
Cloyne upon the above texts, {< To what do thefe 
" lectures of Mr. O'Leary tend? To tell the infur- 
" gents that though he knows that they are mor^ 
" opprefied than any feet of men in the world : 
" though lie is convinced that they had a right to 
" expect redrefs from the humanity of the legifla- 
" ture ; yet the legiflature (hew no companion for 
*' them; they muft remain in their rnifery : they 

*' HAVE NO REMEDY B.UT THAT OF PATIENCE, 
e< WHICH SOFTENS TH-E AFFLICTIONS OF SUF- 
f( FERERS." 

I am not afhamed of the admonitions But I 
blufh at the cenfure : I prefer the charitable Sa- 
maritan, who did not offer up facrifices in Solomon's 
Temple, yet relieved the bleeding man on the 
road from Jerufalero to Jericho ; 1 prefer him to 
the unfeeling Prieft andLevite, who patted by un- 
concerned, without pitying a man whom they faw 
weltering in his blood. I fhall ever pity the poor, 
and (hall ever recommend them to their rulers. If 
this be a crime, may it be the only crime of which 
I may be found guilty, 

I recommended them to their rulers.^ -It would 
have been more becoming in the Lord Bifhop of 
Cloyne to have done the fame, than to cenfure me 
for the feelings of pity. I flili indulge the hope, 
that the legiflatorsof Ireland will redreisthe griev- 
ances of the wretched, at the period which their 
wifdom will appoint.- And I am very confident 
that they will glory in feelings congenial to thofe 
of Francis the Firft, who on hearing that a noble- 
man had killed a peafant, dreiTedhimfelfin mourn- 
ing, bound up his right arm in a fcarf; fent for 
murderer, to whom he faid, Rebel, you have 
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wounded your King in the right arm, in depriving him 
of one of the props of the ft ale. For without the pea?- 
fantry , who will feed my armies > or fupply my trea- 
fury ? 

The plough, the fpade and the reaping-hook, 
handled by vigorous, healthy and well fed peafants, 
are of more benefit to the ftate than a thoufand 
goofe-quills, brandifhed by fo many controvertifts, 
puzzling the minds and dividing the hearts of men 
and citizens, who in the interefts of fociety, and 
the feelings of humanity, would foon extinguifh 
the flames of difcord, if the f acred fire were not 
continually fed by the very hands that fhould pre- 
ferve the temple of peace from the conflagration. It 
is the peaf ant's labour and not his c atechijm that (hould 
be the objeft of legijlative attention, fays Voltaire. 

The Lord Bifhop of Cloyne cenfures me for 
pointing out to the infurgents the dangers that 
threatened them from the. feverity of the law, the 
eloquance of Crown- lawyers, the perjuries of imineffes y 
and the prejudices of juries. What was the por port 
of this enumeration, but to make a deeper impref- 
fion on the minds of the deluded people, by a 
greater variety of images ? And thus to attain my 
end, by preventing them from diilurbing the peace 
of the public, and ruming to their own deftruc- 
tion. 

The Lord Bi (hop of Cloyne's remark on the a- 
bove paiiage is curious, and defcriptive of his in- 
genuity and candour. I fhall give it in his own 
words, " Afrer expatiating on the feverity of the 
" laws, as not being FIT FOR A^CHRISTIAN COUN- 
*' TRY, and warning them that they could not ex- 
pect a fair execution, even of thofe cruel ordi- 
nances, from the law-officers of the crown, the 
witneffes or jury, I think one may fay with juf- 

" tice ? 



it 
tl 



( 77 ) 

f ( tiee, of his mldrefi TO THE COMMON PEOPLE 
*' OF IRELAND, PARTICULARLY TO SUCH OF THEM 
" AS ARE CALLED WHITE-BOYS, (printed in Dub-- 
f< lin 1786, and revifed and corrected by himfclf,) 
" that it is calculated to raife difcontent and indig- 
44 nation in the Roman Catholic peafantr}', againft 
*' the national clergy, the leghlature, the execu- 
-" tive power, and their Proteftant fellow-fab* 
"jecls." ' "' 

Let the reader compare my letters with the Lord 
Bifhop of Cloyne's commentary. Had I faid in 
plain terms to the infurgents, " Do not put your- 
*' felves in the power either of Judge or Jury, 
il King or Parliament, Lawyer or Witnefs, what 
would it amount to? No more than if I had faid, 
behave as peaceable JubjeEis, and do not put yourfelves 
in the power of any perfon. I fay it now ; I give the. 
fame advice, and will the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne 
lay that for giving this advice, I am fediiious ? It 
well, behoves the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne, who calls 
the verdicl of the jury in the county of Monagh- 
an, infamous; and who becomes the eulogift of 
Theophilus, who has the effrontery to compare the 
Irifh Houfe of Commons to plunderers, for paffing 
a vote againft the tithes of agijiment; to carp at 
rny words about witnejj'es and juries. 

His Lordfhip's letter verifies the words of Saint 
Paul, Wherein tbou judgeft another, thou condemneft 



In order to expofe me to the deteilation of the 
clergy of the eftablifhed religon, he attributes the 
following words to me : Thefe dijlurbances originate 
in the dues of the clergy. * 

* Lord Bifhop of Cloyne's Pamphlet, Page 106, thud 
Edition. 
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I never wrote, nor made ufe of fuch words. I 
am forry that the Lord Bifhop of Cioyne has put 
it in my power to anfwer the charge with a flat 
.contradiction. The Lord Bifbopof Cioyne .dates his 
pamphlet in 1787, and remarks that I think inexpe- 
dient to inform the 14'hiteboys, that the Whiieboy-aft 
ivill be in force until next June. The remark is 
ihrewd, and of a very charitable tendency. 

My lirft addrefs to the Whiteboys was in March 
eighty-fix. A rumour was propagated amongft 
the infurgents, that the Whireboy-aJl would be no 
longer in force-after the enfuing June. To guard 
a deluded multitude againft every danger to which 
they might be expofed, from an expectation of 
impunity in confequence of their ignorance of 
the law, I informed them that the Wbiteboy-acl 
would be in force until the month of June, eigh- 
.jy-feven. This was a long warning of fifteen 
months. What means then the Lord Bifhop "of 
Cioyne by his remark ? it impress the minds of 
his readers with the notion that this is Mr. O'Lea- 
ry's meaning, viz. The Whiieboy-a5l will be at end 
next jane ; fifier that time you have nothing to dread, 
you may go on- Kis Lordinip means this, or means 
nothing, 

What an opinion mufc not fcranger? to my prin- 
ciples and conducl, form of me when they read the 
Lord Bifhop of ; Cioyne.' s pamphlet! 

About twenty years ago, when the Whiteboys 
inft role up in the South, a perfon of confequence, 
('who is fince dead) contributed to the infurreclion, 
in order to defeat a plan that was then intended by 
Parliament for the relief of the Catholics, whom 
by this diabolical ftratagem, worthy of another 
Cecil, be intended to render obnoxious to their 
rulers. I intended ro reclaim the Whiteboys by 
evcrv argument which prudence, as well as reli- 
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o-ion could fugged : and as the report of the ex- 
piration of the Whiteboy-ajft in the month of the 
enfuing June, was propagated amongft the people, 
I know not by whom, (but I knew that the mo- 
tive was fuch) I thought it incumbent on me to 
guard the deluded multitude againft the ihare, and, 
to flielter the honour of the Catholic body, by 
defeating the defigns, and difappointing the hopes 
of fuch artful politicians. I would be an enemy to 
the peace of fociety, the Catholic body, and to my- 
felf, if I had written in the fenfe which the Lord 
Bifhop of Cloyne would fain convey to his rea- 
ders. Far from encouraging the infurgents to pro- 
claim a truce of three months to concert their plan in. 
the interim, and renew th^ war with frefh vigour, 
at the expiration of the term, (for fuch mufl be 
the Lord Bimop of Cloyne's meaning,) I applied 
for information to a Protefrant gentleman, who is 
married to the daughter of a clergyman in the dio~ 
cefe of Cloyne, and who wrote to the Whiteboys 
under the fignature of a Dublin Shop-keeper. If I 
intended to encourage them in their proceedings, 
by marking out the time beyond which they had 
nothing to dread, I would have abridged the term, 
and pleaded ignorance of the laws. 

To examine further into the Lord Bifhop' of 
Cloyne's commentaries on my texts, would be not 
only a lofs of time, but childifo. Or what rnuft the 
public think of the ingenuuy of a Prelate, who 
conftrues the way of the crofs is the road to the 
crown, into SEDITION. 

I am furpriffd that his Lordfhip has not advert- 
ed to thofe words of my lafl addrefs to the White- 
boys, Multitudes eafily mi/lead, and Incapable of draw- 
ing the delicate line? to <whic/> common fenje points our, 
and of <which it fays, thus far you /ball go, and r.a- 
farther. 

1 am 



I 2m furprifed that lie has not made the follow- 
ing comments on them, Toil have done 'very well in 
dijlurbing the peace of f octet y, cropping cattle, arid 
burning corn ; but flop now, and wait for a while. 
This would have opened a field for his criticifm,' 
though he mould know that the giddy populace, 
let their complaints be ever fo well founded, is ea- 
. jijy mijled; wheti once in motion never knows where to 
Jiop, and can never draw the delicate line which common 
fenfe points out, and of which it fays, thus far you 

JballgO; IF YOU HAVE COMPLAINTS LAY THEM 
BEFORE YOUR RULERS ; BUT GO NO FURTHER. 

And no further mall 1 go in explaining letters which 
rnay be read in, the Appendix. His query then ta 
me about the Emperor of Germany is not in point. 
But 1 mall take the lib*erty of propofing a query 
very applicable to the prefent circumftances. 

Quere. What would the Emperor of Germany, 
who has granted free toleration of all religions 
with a ftriifl injunction to their teachers, not to di- 
vide his fubje'&s, or diffract his dominions with 
the jarings of controverfy, but to en fore the prin- 
ciples of morality. What would that tolerating 
Prince think of a Catholic Prelate, who in a pam- 
phlet, would ring the alarm all over his dominions, 
and inform his Ma j eft y, that none but his fubjeFis 
of the eftablijbed church were entitled to national con- 
jidence, and thus infpire his fubjecls, not with mu- 
tual confidence, but with, mutual jealoufy, fear 
and dinruft ? I leave the- Lord Bifhop of Cloyne 
to judge 

When the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne begins his 
query, with thefe words, if -there were an in fur rec- 
iion of Proteftants in Bohemia, for the purpose of 
ROBBING the ejiablijhed Roman Catholic clergy, \and 
there might have been Pr at ejlants enough if the PER- 



FiDibtis CRUELTY of the lateEmprefs hadnot nearly 
footed them out.* * : 

When his Lordfhip begins his query with fiidh 
words, I muft take the liberty of reminding him, 
that in his ihort query there are two fallacies. 5 
The firft fallacy is in thefe words, if there 'were ari 
infurreftion of Prot eft ants in Bohemia. For the in- 
furgents in the South of Ireland, were not merely 
Catholics, as I have proved in my narrative. They 
were a. motley groupe of different religions, com- 
plaining both of tithes and tithe-jobbers. Our rea- 
ders will be furprifed that in the courfe of bur con- 
troverfy, we have been fb fparing of latin words ; 
this fallacy then is called by the logicians d ditto 
Jimpliciter ad diftum fecundum quid ; when we 
confine tb a few isabat is common to many, and vice 
verfa. The fecond fallacy confifts in fiippofing 
that my writings have a tendency to rob the Pro- 
ieftant Clergy ; and this fallacy is called by the lo- 
gicians^ falfo fupponehte-^-a falfe fuppojitioti, which 
the refpbrtdent anfwers with a flat denial, by faying 
nego fuppojituin. 

When the Lord Bifhbp bf Cioyrie calls the late 
Emprefs Queen, cruel and perfidious , I wilh he were 
a little more courtly and flattering in his epithets ; 
rudenefs tb the fair fex, from an afcetick or her- 
mit like me, Who by the obligations of celibacy 
had not ari opportunity of poliming and refining 
my manners by a more frequent and friendly inter- 
couffe with the fofteft and faireft part of the crea- 
tion ; rudenefs in me would have fome excufe to 
plead ; but in his attack on the illuftrious fair, 
little of no excufe can be pleaded for the Lord Bi- 

* Lofd Bilho'p of Cloy lie's Pamphlet* Page ru, fifth 
Edition. 
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fhop, who from his early days was at liberty f& 
court and to pray ; to repeat the Penitential Pfalm& 
with David, and to compliment with Qtway : 

O woman, lovely woman ! nat-ure formed rhee 
To temper man j we had been brutes without thee, 

Little or no excufe then can be pleaded in favour 
of the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne, when he treats the 
late Emprefs Queen with fuch feverity -;* for me 
was neither criael r,or perfidious. His Lord (hip was 
not a member of her Privy Council, to know the 
nature of her compacts with, or promifes to her 
fubjects ; compacts and promifes, in the perfor- 
mance of which no Sovereign could be more ho- 
nourable and punctual. She had in her dominions- 
the defcendants of thofe German boors who had 
attempted to dethrone her ancestors. Thofe men 
were under legal reftraiBts for their fathers guilt, 
in which they had 'no part. It was their unhappy 
fate, in common with many oikers, to be victims to- 
human laws, which by a faint refemblance of Omni- 
potence, make of the folly, or madnefs, or weak- 
nefs of one generation, a kind of original and he- 
reditary fin, which afflicts in a long fucceffion the 
innocent pofterity, with this difference, that the 
offence againft the Deity is iaftantly forgiven upon 
repentance, or the application of the remedy which 
mercy appoints to counter-act the rigour of juftice. 
But human legifiators all over Europe, have given 
proofs of their omnipotence in pena*! codes which 
immortalize the punifhment ages after the death 
of the guilt, and require a rigorous atonement 

' * Rudenefs would be an improper word when I am ani- 
mach erring on the writings of a Biibop. 
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from the fober and innocent defendants, for the 
frenzy of their fore-fathers. They .have their pa- 
tent in fcripture, wherein we read, I have faid, ye 
are Gods and ail Sons of tbe moft High. But Dryden's 
Indian Emperor was tortured for paying agreater ve- 
neration to the bright luminary of the day, than to 
a book bound up in ftieep-kin, which Pizzaro's 
chaplain called the Bible, and of which the un- 
happy Prince knew nothing. To eachofthofe 
legiflators who puniffoed their fubjecls for heredi- 
tary errors, or their fore-fathers guilt, JDryden's 
Indian Emperor would fay, 

If thou art that moft CRUEL God, whofe eyes. 
Delight in blood, and HUMAN SACRIFICE. 

Such was the ftate of the Huffites in the Emprefc 
'Queen's dominions, and fuch was the cafe of Ca- 
tholics and Diflfenters under Proteftant Sove- 
reigns, when prelates of the Lord Biihop of Cloyne's 
philanthropy directed their councils; as the Rev, 
Mr. Samuel Barber of Rathfryland, has ingenioully 
and pointedly remarked to the Lord Biihop of 
Cloyne.* 

The ftate of the Huffites in Bohemia was not 
worfe than the ftate of the Dififenters and Catholics 
an Ireland, even fo late as the beginning of that il- 
luftrious Emprefs's reign. 

That magnanimous Heroine, furrounded on all 
fides by numerous an<i powerful foes, ready to in- 
vade her dominions, and to ornament the triumphal 
car with the proceflionof a captive Queen, worked 
up the fofter foul into a martial firmnefs. Reduced 
to fifteen thoufand men, againft the numerous 
armies of powerful Sovereigns, (he took in her 
arms the prefent Emperqr, who was then in his 

* See Remarks on a Pamphlet, intitled The Prefent State 
if the Church of Ireland ', By Samuel Barber, 
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cradle, (hewed him to her fubjecls of every religi 
pus defcription, behold your Prince unable to proteft 
you ; defend his rights, and when thefe infant hands 
will be able to wield the Sceptre, the grateful rememt 
brance of your fervices will procure you the Iyje 9 
favour, and protection of your Sovereign. 

It was the character iftic of the rude courtiers and 
ilern divines of Queen Elizabeth's reign, not to 
pity a Queen indiftrefs ; but at the fight of Maria 
Terefa controuling fortune on the verge pf ruin, 
a generous ardor glowed in every bread. Her 
Proteflant fubjects of Hungary flocked to her ban-? 
ners ; and as a reward of their loyalty, (he repealed 
the reftrictive laws which former Sovereigns had 
enacted. As a proof of her fidelity to her promife, 
fhe ordered her fon ? s picture to be hung up in 
their hpufes of wprihip, making it high treafon to 
moleft them in the ecife of their religion. What 
the mother began in her hereditary kingdom, the 
fon completed all over his dominions. 

This is the hiftorical information which the 
Lord Bifho.p qf Qoyqe Ihould have given his 
readers. But it would not anfwer his ends. Cruel-? 
ty> perfidy, and perfecution are his favourite theme ; 
generojity, humanity and toleration are quite (hadpwed 
in his picture. Catholic powers are embracing 
their fubjeds, without enquiring into their cate? 
chifms. If an enemy of toleration were as induf- 
trious in tranflating into French or German, the 
Eimop of Clpyne's pamphlet, as he has been in 
tranflating Ghilini's letter, and the Bimop's ccnfe-? 
cration oath into Englim ; violation of faith with 
heretics, and other charges: if in cpnfequence of 
the impreffion his pamphlet had made on the 
public mind. Catholic princes, prelates and doc- 
tors, read the claufe propofing to empower 
the civil magiflrates to pull down, level and prof- 
Irate Raman Catholic chapels upon the depo? 
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fition of one witnefs ; if they read all the pam 
phlets published of late agatnft the Catholic body, 
and knew the fteps that are taking in order to 
degrade them ; I appeal to his Lordfhjp, and to 
the public, whether the Bimop of Cloyne's pam^ 
phlet, and the proceedings now mentioned, would 
tend to promote toleration ? 

What was the Bimop of Cloyne's intention in 
abufing the memory of the Emprefs Queen ? 
Why has not he propofed her good qualities, and 
the tolerating fpirit of her foil as models for imita- 
tion ? Or does he really believe the cafe of a Bohe- 
mian Huflite^now reftored to the privilege of the 
great and inalienable charter, to which a man guilty 
<of no perfonal crime againfl the ftate is intitled ? 
Does he really believe his cafe, and that of an Irifh 
Catholic to be quire fimilar? If the Irim Catholics 
profefs the religion of the greateft monarchs, and 
the creed of flourifhing Univerfities, one would 
imagine that their faith mould not make them ob- 
jects of contempt. They introduced no new reli- 
gion into the ftate, nor incroached upon any man's 
property. They had the lands of their fathers, 
and the religion of their education, ages before their 
Sovereigns thought fit to change their creeds. 
Their blood flows in the veins of the Proteftant 
nobility and gentry of Ireland, whofe pedigree is 
proclaimed the more illuftrious, in proportion as 
they trace it back to Catholic times. Their loyalty 
at home and their valour abroad, when difqualify- 
ing laws, and the thirft of glory urged them to 
difpute the laurel under the banners of foreign 
kings-, cannot difgrace the kindred or affinity the 
Catholic noblemen and gentlemen may claim to 
the Proteftant nobility and gentry of the land. Had 
the ifland been even fubdued by the fword of the 
conqueror, conquefl itfelf has its limits circum- 
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fcribed by juftice. Transfer of allegiance, and the 
tribute paid to the former Sovereign, is all that the* 
conqueror is intitled to. Locke would grant him 
DO more, but would fecure in the unchangeable 
pofTeffion of their confciences and inheritance, the 
fubjeds who had changed their matters. They 
had the prefcription of ages to plead for their reli^ 
gion and properties, when the wrecks of boih were 
fecured to them by the laws of nations under the 
walls of Limerick. This capitulation, which it was 
in their power to break forty-eight hours after the 
interchange of the articles, they adhered to in- 
violably. It was mamefully broken by the daugh^ 
ter of the very king to whom they had fworn alle- 
giance, though from the day on which it was figned 
until this, very hour, not a piftol was fired, or a 
fword drawn by a Catholic in this kingdom againll 
the irate. Such being the cafe, which no man can 
contradict, what muft not be the indignation of 
every man of feeling, when he fees about two 
millions of IriOi fubjec"ts, treated with as little 
ceremony as if they were a fet of negroe ilaves 
upon a Weft India plantation ; compared to a pack 
of -hounds impatient at the view of the game ; and to a 
fet of treacherous, injidious, and faithlefs, Popijb 
rebels, to be cut off by his majejly's fword. * Could 
mortals forefee that in the year eighty feven a 
claufe would be introduced into the Irifh Houfe 
of Commons, for the purpofe of pulling down t 
levelling and projlrating Roman Catholic chapels, if 
one imtnefs j<wore before ii&omagiftraies thai an unlaw-? 
ful oath was taken in f aid chapel, or in any place ad- 
joining thereto! It would be rnpre honourable to 

* See Theophilus, called by the Biftop pf Cloyne an able 
writer again ft 'whom it is hard to ^ro<ve a negative ', and (Proh DeuiH 
er hominum fides .') by Counlellor DonjirJck Trajir, a vjell mean- 
ixg -jj 
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bani(h the whole Catholic body out of the kingdom, 
after giving them fufficient time and notice, for 
felling their properties, than to offer them the 
jnfult of propofing on the evidence of a fingle 
witnefs the deftruftion of their houfes of worfhip, 
in the courfe of the fame feffion when a member 
of Parliament talked of heads of a bill to prevent tbf 
ftealing of dogs. 

We read of two philofophers in antiquity, the 
one continually laughing, the other continually cry- 
ing at the fcenes of human life. This'contraft would 
unite them both. Chriflian houfes of worfhip to be 
demolifhed,. and the kennels of dogs to be pro- 
tected by lavr. 

After what I have related in the courfe of my 
narrative, and in the vindication of my writings, 
I cannot fee how the Irifh Catholics deferved fuch 
fevefe and difgraceful ufage, as to have their houfes 
of worfhip treated with the ime indignity, as 
if they were houfes of proftitution, or cabinets of 
leagues and confederacies againft the crown and 
dignity of our moft gracious Sovereign. If they 
were either the one or the other, they would not be 
deftroyed upon the evidence of one witnefs, at a 
time when twenty witneffes would take a hundred 
falfe oaths for the twentieth part of the materials 
(which were propofed as a reward) for the demolifh- 
ers of chapels : much-lefs would a temple of Venus 
be demolifhed, be.caufe a thoufand unlawful oaths 
would be taken in places adjoining it. The only 
fault with which the Catholic body can be upbraid- 
ed, is their misfortune originating from their at- 
tachment to their religion, without any difloyalty 
to their Kings ; but unfortunate people ought not 
to be infulted. The moft flourifhing empires, as 
well as individuals, are not proof againft the revolu- 
tiqns of time, and the viciffitudes of fortune- 
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Marius, the great conqueror of the" Cimbri, wa:$ 
feen in a reclining pofture, and forlorn and half 
famiflied on the ruins of Carthage, formerly the' 
rival of Rome. The fight of fucha change difarm- 
ed the officer who was fent to behead him, when 
the other cried out, go and tell the governor that you 
have feen Marius hungry on the ruins of Carthage.^ 
Travellers pay a certain refpecl to the ruins of old 
temples and other buildings ftripped of their for- 
mer decorations ; and it would be matter of fur- 
prize, if in the very blaze of toleration, "the legi- 
flature of Ireland would pay ftich little regard to 
the defcendants of the people, who in former times 
opened their houfes and feminaries for the recep- 
tion of all the natives of Europe, who flocked to 
them for improvement, and erected magnificent 
ilruclures in honour of the deity, as to force them 
to pray in the open air. The di Solution of morals 
amongft the lower orders, deprived of a place of 
worlhip, and the fcandal of Europe would be the 
confequence of fuch a rigorous law. The Irifh 
fenate forefaw it, and to their honour rejected the 
claufe. 

The Catholics of Ireland mould be very thank- 
ful to the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne for endeavouring: 
to procure them the confidence of their rulers. 
And the DifTenters and Catholics of Ireland are no 
lefs thankful to you, Counfdlor Trant, for your 
kind afliftance in becoming his auxiliary, and paint- 
ing both as internal confederated enemies againft the 
conftitution.* You doubtlefs glory in a revolution 
which has fpread the broad bafts of your civil and 
religious liberty. You mould not have forgotten 
the heroes of Enniflullen, nor the defenders of Der- 
ry againft the forces of James the Second, to whom 
the latter had fworn allegiance, and whofe fon-in'- 

* See Counfellor Tram's Pamphlet. 
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Jaw the former had placed on the throne. For a 
gentleman who is fo well verfed in hiflory as you 
are, mould know that the combined efforts of the 
Diffenters arid Catholics could have turned the fcale 
at that critical period, and put a fpeedy end to the 
contefts. Both, parties were well rewarded for their 
exertions in fu'pport of the caufe which to each 
feemed befi. The daughter rivetted the chains of 
the DiiTeniers, who had procured her the throne, 
by the exaltation of her brother-in-law ; and gave 
the coup de grace to the Catholics, for having fought 
in h,er father's caufe, before they could have any 
notion that fhe would fway the fceptre which drop- 
ped from his feeble and unnerved hands. Since 
that memorable era, io undefervedly degrading to 
both, the Diffenters and Catholics of Ireland have 
behaved with equal loyalty to each fucceedingmo- 
riarcn. 

The Lord Bimop of Cloyne and you have paid 
them a very handfoine compliment. The Bilhop 
excludes them from national confidence, on account 
of their feadinefs to' pull do<wn and fet up ; and you 
proclaim them internal confederated enemies againft 
the conjiitution. ... 

The Reverend Mr. Barber has maved the Lord 
Bimop of Cloyne with a keen and polifhed razor ; 
and he is very capable of trimming your pamphlet. 
May I afk you a few queftions ? Can you affign a. 
reafon for calling Theophi I us a well-meaning writer? 
^ls it for calling your ftefh ana" blood a pack of 
hounds? You are the fon of refpeciable Roman 
Catholic parents. You need' riot blufh at it, for 
the reaibns already alledged. Is it' fir? your father's 
loyal and hofpitable family, you have difcovered 
any plot againft the ftate ? Is it amongft the ref- 
peclable Diflenters and Catholics of the county of 
Cork ? You have travelled over the moil refined 
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nations in Europe,^ and converfed with the Ro- 
man nobility, not far from the tombs of Scipio 
and Emilius. In Catholic countries have you dif- 
covered any treacherous correfpondence between 
the Catholics of Ireland' and the Princes of the 
houfes of Bourbon and Sardinia, whom your well-- 
meaning Theophilus points out as their deliverers ? 
You go over the fame ground with the Lord Bi- 
fhop of Cloyne, and talk of Papifts difarming Pro- 
left anis. Did not this happen in the night time ? 
Are you fo clear-fighted as todifcover a- man's reli- 
gion in the dark, when you were flumbering on- 
your pillow ? I doubt not but that fome Proteftants 
gave up their arms with as much relucl'anee as 
Counfellor Trant would reach forth his hand to re- 
ceive the Cornmrffion of a Judge, when the Quart er- 
Sejjlons are to be efiablifhed in Muntfer, or the pa- 
rent of a Vicar General. For numbers of them 
would not be much concerned if procftors, tithe- 
canters, and tithes, were at a great diftance beyond 
Purgatory ; which contributed Jo- much to the efta- 
biiliment of thofe church revenues, which give 
the Lord Bilhop of Cloyne and the Counfellor an 
occaiion of rough-handling the Catholics and Dif- 
fenters of -Ireland. The Lord Bifhop of Cloyne 
preaches agamft what he deems ibe fupsrjlition ; 
but likes to live well- by the inftitution to which 
it gave rife. 

In the fame frrain with the Lord Bifhop of 
Cioyne, you fpeak of notices threatening to burn 
a n&w church, and to change an old church into a 
mafs-houfe. . 

Is Counfellor Trant in earned ? Does he really 
believe that a Catholic ever polled up that notice ? 
Is the new church burnt ? Is the old church fprinkled' 
with holy water ? If he gave himfelf the trouble 
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to -read my addreflfes .to the White-boys, with the 
fame attention with which Doftor Woodward rend 
them in order to brand me with j'ea 'it 'ion ; he mult 
have known the manner in which i ridiculed the 
-idea. Where would they have found a chaplain to 
give them mafs in that .church ? Or does Counfel- 
lor Trant believe that night ^rollers who would 
not hear mafs from their own paitors, would die 
martyrs for prayersnear theBimop.otCloyne's com- 
munion table? Apage Nugas ! This 1 remarked 
before, and I. here repeat it. But will Mr. G'Lcary 
deny that fuch a notice was ported up .? By no 
means. He has read the memoirs of artful knaves, 
.and knows that there are ftill living, and will be 
found to the end of time ingenious Hoyles, who 
.can lay down rules for playing a game of political 
wbift. A Cardinal, whole life was a difgrace to the 
purple, got information that Pope Innocent the 
eleventh, intended to expel him the Sacred College., 
in confequence of complaints daily preferred a- 
.gainftkimto his eminence; the crafty courtier wrote 
to the Pope an anonymous letter againft himfelf, in^ 
forming his Holinefs that the Cardinal was ib pro- 
iligare, that-a Roman lady was to be found with him 
the following night, in fuch an apartment of his 
palace, and requeuing his Holinefs to procure 
perfonal information; the Pope, who was a man of 
the moft rigid morals, came with his guards in the 
dead of night to the Cardinal's palace, and forced 
his way into the apartment, where to his furprize, 
lie found the holy-man with his arms expanded 
before a Crucifix, and on his bare knees upon a flag 
inftead of a carpet. The ftratagem fuccee-ded, and 
from 'that night forward he never would liften to 
any complaints againft the Cardinal. Rather the 
Lord Bilhop of Cloyne and Counfeilbr Trant, mutt 
produce the perfon who pofted up the notice 
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threatening to burn a new church, or leave me at 
liberty to attribute the notice to a much fimitar 
.itratagern. They .mould have enquired whether 
tithe-jobbers did not contrive to fet fire to their own 
corn, in order to prevent any alteration in the 
fyftem of tithes, and to draw the vengeance of the 
laws.,upon deluded peafants, \vho were already but 
too obnoxious. Many evidences mould be pro- 
duced to fupport Counfel lor Tram's charge ; and 
if he produced ten thoufand, rio't one of them, but 
upon examination, would be difco.vered a ialfe 
witnefs. 

That Doctor Woodward, the Lord Bifhpp of 
Cloyne, come from Weft minfter School to enjoy 
an Irifh Bifhoprick, mould infult the natives of 
Ireland, both Diflenters and Catholics, by excluding 
them from 'confidence, I am not furprifed. Every 
allowance mull be made for the prej ud'ices of early 
education. ; Perhaps at the age of twenty, he ima- 
gined that the Irifib walked upon all fours, as an 
Englifh. Judge' at the age of forty, a few years ago, 
wrote to his agent, to know whether there was -a 
ilated houfe in Dublin, to hire for his accommoda- 
tion on his arrival. : His 'Lord'fhip is further by his 
profeifion and confecration hoftile to all doftrines 
except his own, '" and interefle'd in tithes, which in 
Ireland bring him in a greater income than Tie could 
expedl in England! ' But that Counfellor Tram, a 
native of the land, J a man of the world, whole 
mind mould be enlarged by a more extenfive inter- 
courfe with people of every" "defcription, and a 
gentleman of an independent fortune, fhould ftand 
forth as a pamphlet writer, in fupport of the charges 
of the well-meaning, ; 'fcu'rrilous and flanderous 
Theophilus, "muft be to his acquaintances a matter 
of furprife. There is not however; a. fortune-teller 
In the county ' of Cork, but- could giiefs at th'e 
- x ..... realbn ; 
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reafor? ; and the reafon mint be very prefling, when 
Courifellor Trant commits himfelf with almoft the 
bulk of the natives of Ireland, by calling them 
internal confederated -enemies aga'inft the conftitu-tion of 
this kingdom. 

It is to be expected that in the fecond edition, 
and all future editions of his pamphlet, he will 
mark down in large legible characters the above 
aflertion amongft the errata; otherwife he muft 
fanctify himfelf amongft the beneficed clergy , for 
no Diifenting or Catholic gentleman can with any 
warmth of affecHon keep company with their 
accufer. 

The fenate of the nation is now afiembled. The 
Lord Bilhop of Cloyne and Counfellor Trant are 
in Dublin : and I am here to meet them. I call 
on them both in the face of the kingdom,, to bring 
forth their charges againft the Catholic body. I 
call on them to contradict what I have related. I 
call on them to prove -a Popijh confederacy againft 
church or ftate. I cite them before the fenate of 
the nation. They are iilent, they decline the fum- 
nions. Let the reader infer the confequence. 
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SECTION THE THIRD; 



CO N T A I N I N 



A Refutation of the Lord Bzfiop of Cloynes Argu- 
ments^ drawn from the Legate' 's Letter and the 
Catholic Bifvop's Confecraiion Oath. 



n 

JIN the perfecutions againft the primitive Chrif- 
tians, their enemies ufed todrefsthem in the fkins 
of -fheep and other animals, and after having forced 
on their bodies their livery of contempt, ufed to 
cry out Chrijliani ad beftias ; to the 'wild beafts with the 
Chrijlians. The enemies of the Catholics of this 
kingdom have been fo induflrious of late,- in dreffing 
them in a ft range drapery, and attributing to them 
f edition, hojlihty to the ftate, and dottrines inconfiftent 
with the fecurity of the throne, as to excite a general 
clamour Catholici ad funem ; to the halter <with the 
Catholics. To refute every charge would make up 
a volume. My defence is already fwelled to a tole- 
rable fize ; and after a full vindication of the Ca- 
tholic body, and of my own conduct, I think it 
needlcfs to take up my reader's time with any far- 
ther tedious difcuffions. 

However, as the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne has 
favoured the public with a tranflation of Ghilini's 
letter, and the Catholic Bifhop's confecration oath, 
1 muft trefpafs farther on the patience of my 
readers. The Catholic body mult be grofly mifre- 
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preferred if the public are to believe that the opi* 
nions of Cafuifts make a part of their creed. Were 
I tofumupall the erroneous opinions of the Divines 
who profefTed themfelves members of the church 
of England, and the opinions of feveral other Pro- 
teflant Divines; did I colled: them all into a 
volume with this title, THE CREED OF THE RIGHT 
REVEREND DOCTOR WOODWARD, THE LORD 
BISHOP OF CLOYNE, how would he gaze with afto- 
nifhment, and exclaim againft my want of fincerity 
and candour! In the very fuppofition then, that 
Burke and Ghilini were really of the opinion which 
the Lord Biihop of Cloyne attributes to them, how 
far does it affect the Catholics of Ireland, or the 
Catholics all over trie world ? When the Eleclor 
of Saxony, propofed a cafe of confcience to Luther 
and Melandhon, to know whether in the abfence 
of his wife or during her pregnancy he would 
make ufe of another?; Thole Cafuins .anfwered 
in the affirmative. A cafe of confcience much 
iimilar was propofed to Biihop Burnet. After la- 
bouring much, and torturing texts of Scripture, 
the humane Divine decided that polygamy was law- 
ful. Would it not be ridiculous in me, to force 
into the Lord Biftiop of Cloyne's confcience, fuch 
decifions as articles of creed ? Nay, fome Pro- 
teflant Divines went, further. Docior Dopping, 
Biluop of Meath, preached publicly in. .Ch rift- 
church, Dublin, that violation of faiib with Catho- 
lics ivas lawful, in juftification of the breach. of the 
articles of Limerick. To feveral ChriiHan Divines 
then can be applied, what Cicero faid of the phi- 
lofophers of his time, that there was no abfurdity fo 
glaring, but had fome philofopker to futport it. If 
then the Lord Biihop of Cloyne intends to fvveli 
the Catholic creed, with the opinions of Catholic 
Schoolmen,. I fhall repay him tenfold, by fending 
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to him a collection of abfurdities and ft range 1 doc- 
trines advanced by Proteftant authors. Every man 
of fenfe will acknowledge this a fufficient anfwer 
to his Lordfhip's remark on Ghilini's letter. And 
what is Ghilini's opinion to countervail the doc- 
trine fworn to by the Prelates and Catholics of 
Ireland, both clergy and laity ? Or does the Lord 
Bifhop of Cloyne intend to hold us up to our 
King and Country, as unprincipled perjurers ? 
This is fevere ufage to men, labouring under fa 
many difqualifi cations, becaufe they refufe to take 
an oath againft the conviction of their confciences. 
Let the moft profligate amongft us fwear againft 
our whole creed, he is believed, and becomes an 
adoptive child of the ftate. When we fwear 
againft imputed doctrines without fee or reward, 
it is hard indeed if we deferve no credit. But 
without being an apologift for Ghilini, much lefs 
for Burke, has the Lord Biftiop of Cloyne fairly 
ftated the cafe, and the principles on which the 
titular Archbiihop of Rhodes rejected the oath, 
which in reality he did not, nor could underftand 
as well as the Catholics of Ireland ? Did he fay, or 
could he have the abfurd effrontery to fay that Ca- 
tholics could not in confcience fwear allegiance to 
a Proteftant King, when in the pureft ages of the 
Chriftian Religion, the primitive Chriftians fwore 
allegiance to the' Heathen Csefars ? When the rigid 
Tertullian, a ft ranger to fear or flattery, who would 
expire in- the tortu'res of the rack for his belief, 
has left us an abridgment of the prayer offered up 1 
by Chriftian fubjects for -their pagan rulers. " We 
" pray, fays' this great man, JVe pray for the Empe- 
" rors, and that God may grant them a long life 
*' and a quiet reign : that theif family may be fafe, 
'* and their forces valiant : their fenate wife, their 
" people orderly and virtuous : that they may rule 
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** in peace, arid enjoy all the bleffings they can 
' deiire either as men or prinees. ET OMNI A 

' QU^, TEN'DUNT AD C/ESARIS VOTUiVi." * 

Upon what ground does Ghilini reject the oath ? 
From ignorance. It is evident from his letter that 
he did not know the nature of it. His very words 
prove it to demonfiration. I mail give them in the 
Lord Bifhop of Cloyne's own translation. 

EXTRACT FROM GHILINI'S LETTER. 
" Befides, whether he be inviolably bound as the 
" new form prefcribes, to be always true andfaith- 
" ful to his Majeftyj which is afterwards explained 
" to affirm upon oath ACCORDING TO .THE SENSE 
"INTENDED BY THE LAWS OF IRELAND, is to me 
" a very DUBIOUS POINT. [Remark here, Irifh 
reader, how Ghilini doubts] ," For fince the 
'' laws of England and Ireland recognize the King 
" as head of the Church, and the fountain of its 
" fpiritual authority, he who takes fuch an oath 
and promifes to be faithful to his Majefty, ac- 
cording to the prefcription of the laws of Ireland* 
might alfo recognize the King as head of the 
Church, and the fountain of its fpiritual autho- 
rity. Should it happen that fuch expreffionsi 
either were or could be fo underftood, your moil* 
illuftrious Lordlhips and each of the Catholics 
themfelves, ought to take notice that this is a 
" moft man ifeft error, and directly contrary to the 
principles of the Catholic religion, which ac- 
knowledges only one head and fountain of all 
fpiritual authority, namely, the Roman Pontiff." 
From thefe very words the .reader may know 
that the Nuncio did not know the nature of the 
oath. ' He .confounds civil and ecclefiaftical jurif- 



* Tertullran's Apology. 
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diclion, and imagines that the Iriih legrflature 
propofed an oath of allegiance to the -Catholres, 
binding them to acknowledge the Ki'ngas Pope, head' 
of the univerfal Church, and the fountain of all fpiri- 
tual authority ; whereas they only fwore that no- 
foreign Prince, Prelate or Potentate, bath or ought to- 
have any civil jurifdittion whhiri thefe realms. Hence* 
the doubt's and ignorance of an Italian Cafuift, are 
trumpeted over three Kingdoms, as articles of Ca- 
tholic belief, and waved as fo many fignals for per- 
fecution. 

Nor does the Lord Bifliop of Clayne difcrimi- 
nate the claufes of the oath from each other ; nor 
explain the dift motions of which Ghilini's letter is 
fufceptible, with that accuracy to which he mould 
have attended if he expected an anfwer. 

In the fame period of the oath, there are two 
claufes j the one difciaiming violation of faith with 
here 'tics \> as an article of Catholic belief :' the other 
difciaiming the depojition of Kings, in confequence 
of Papal excommunications. The Legate gives his 
efpinion, that the condemnation of the latter as abo- 
minable is abfolutely intolerable, becaufe, according 
to him, this doftrine (HANG DOCTRINAM) has been 
defended and contended for by moft Catholic nations 9 . 
and the Holy S-ee has frequently followed it in prac- 
tice. 

It is ro be remarked, that he f peaks in the An- 
gular number (doftrinam haftc) and alludes to the- 
indirect depofing power> fupported by fome ul 1 
tramontane Canonifts, whom the Legate in confe- 
quence of his prejudices in favour of the court of 
Rome, enlarges into mqft Catholic nations. For vio- 
lation of faith <ibith heretics ivas never defended^ nor 
contended for by Catholic nations, much lefs by-theApof- 
tolic See. But it has been detefled and exclaimed^ 
againft, as a black flander,- invented by indelicate 
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^ontrovertifts, in order to mifreprefent the Catho- 
lic dodlrine, and to bring an odium on the Apofto- 
3ic See. This the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne mould 
know. 

If he had no authority but -that of Doctor Hayes, 
who proved it a flander five or fix years ago in 
Scotland ; or of Mr. ,0'Leary, who .exclaimed ' a- 
gainft it as a ilander about the fame time in lr&- 
land, and who proclaims it a flander ftill ; the Lord 
Bifhop of Cloyne might plead the pliant policy of 
men, who under the terror of profecution were 
obliged to foften their doctrine. But when he 
reads Natalis Alexander, a Dominican friar, in his 
piffertations on Ecclefiaftical Hifiory; Arnaldus, 
in his apology, and fo many Catholic divines writ- 
ing in Catholic countries, againft violation of faith 
with heretics., and making it out downright flander ; 
the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne might have fparedhim- 
felf the trouble of tranflating Ghilini's letter. That 
Legate then muft allude to the indirect depofing 
power exploded all over the world, though fupr 
ported by fome Italian Canonifts, and uniuccesfully 
attempted by fome Popes, not in confequenc.e of 
any divine right, but in confequence of a temporal 
.claim, founded either on compacts or a long pre- 
fcription pleaded againft monarchs, whofe prede- 
celTors had rendered their kingdoms tributary to 
the Holy See. 

If the Proteftant Bifhop of Cloyne, who is fo 
ardent for the fecurity of his tithes, (the occafion 
of fo many diilurbances in this kingdom) had the 
fame title to Peter's-pence, and been as powerful 
as the Roman Pontiffs were at the beginning of the 
reformation, he would have bees as clamorous 
as Pope Paul the Fourth, and Sixtus Quintus, 
who confidered England, as a fief of the Holy 
: " - * N 2, See. 
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See.* For the generality of church-men, howr 
ever divided as to creeds, agree very well in one 

point, viz. not to part 'with 'what they have. 

Hence they are called Mortmain in law form, perr 
haps from the gripe of a dead mafis hand. The befl 
manner of living on good terms with them, is t 
give them all, and take nothing from them. But 
iuch is not the prefent humour of 'Catholic mon^ 
archs, x who without any breach of the Catholic 
doctrine, and in defiance of the thunders of the 
Vatican, lay liege to the Pope's cities, if he gives 
them any provocation. In vain would he fulmi- 
nate his excommunications on the fcore of tempo- 
ralities. They are confidered as a fulmen brutum. 
The Lord Bifhop of Cloyne then cither mifunder- 
ftands Ghilirii's letter, or tortures it as he has tor- 
tured Mr. O ? Leary ? s writings. I would flake my^ 
life this very inftant, that if the Lord Bifaop of 
Cloyne wrote to the Nuncio, and afked him if he 
meant in his letter that 'violation of faith with he- 
retics, <was a doftrine defended, contended for by moft 
Catholic nations, and frequently followed in practice by 
the Holy See I would flake my life that the Nuncio 
would write to the Lord Biihop of Cloyne, a very 
obliging letter, in which he would difclaim any fuch 
meaning, equally with the doctrine. The N-unqia 
mentions in -his letter, .doftrinam, doElrine.-*-^hs. 
Lord Bifhop of Cloyne changes docJrine into doc- 
trines, the plural number, in the following manner, 
page 22 of his pamphlet. 

" The Legate treats the claufes in the propofed 
(t oath, containing a declaration of abhorrence and 

* This was the aSfwer of Pope Paul the Fourth, to Queen 
Elizabeth's Ambairadprs. - 
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" deteftation of the DOCTRINES, that faith is not to 
" be kept with Heretics ; and that princes deprived 
" by the Pope may be depofed, as abfolutely intole- 
" rable, beeaufe thofe DOCTRINES are defended 
" and contended for by rnqft Catholic nations." 
Had the Legate expreiYed himfelf in the fame 
identical words with the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne, 
there would be no need of any comment. We 
would condemn the Legate's ignorance, and the 
horror of his doctrine in a more pointed manner. 
But here it is a Roman courtier, who is fo zealous 
for the honour of his ultramontane Canonifts, who 
fupported the difcarded depofing power, and takes 
offence that their DOCTRINE fhould be called abomi- 
nable ; and for this reafon fays, that fuch a ftric- 
ture is intolerable. The Lord Bifhop of Cloyne, 
from brotherly love, increafes the eccleftaftical funds , 
by adding to the Archbifhop of Rhodes 's doctrine 
of the indirect depofing power, VIOLATION OF FAITH 
WITH HERETICS, of which the other certainly 
could not think. Thus one Prelate fhews an ex- 
traordinary generality in beftowing on his Confrere 
more than he would ACCEPT OF. Nothing more 
then can be inferred from this letter, than that the 
Titular Archbifhop of Rhodes doubts -he validity 
of an oath, of the nature of which he expreffes ' 
his ignorance, in imagining that the Catholics of 
Ireland intended to make a Pope of their Sovereign. 
In his very ignorance he neverthelefs fhews the 
abhorrence in which he holds a falfe oath. Whereas 
in the alternative of ^perjury or fuffering, he re- 
commends to the Catholics to fufTer for ever under 
the penal laws, fooner than to take an oath which 
he deems erroneous. The lame can be faid of 
Burke, wtiQ calls it horrible impiety ;, to fay that a 
Catholic who had fworn allegiance tq George the 
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Third, fhoufd abjure the fame King if he became 
a Catholic. Under the change of religion, he con- 
fid ers the oath taken to a Proteftant King ftill 
binding, when he alters his creed. Of what ad- 
vantage then Ghilini's letter can be to the Lord 
Bimop of Cloyne's caufe, after the buftle it has 
occafioned, let the reader determine. This cafe 
of confcience propofed to an Italian, by a doating 
Prelate who filled up a volume with minutiae and 
trifling occurrences, concerns the Catholics of Ire- 
land as much as the queftion which Rabelais pro- 
pofed to the logicians ; whether a chimera bouncing 
in a vacuum, could eat up the premises of a fyllogifm ? 
Numquid chimera in vacua, bombinans poffit come- 
dere, primas intentiones? 

The Lord Bifliop of Cloyn'e cries put with an 
air of triumph, who is the voucher to be fet in oppQ/i- 
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lion to the Legate of the Pope? And \ raife my 
voice in my turn. Who is the Pope's Legate ? A man 
<wbp did not know the nature of the jubjecJ of his letter? 
to be fet in oppojition to the Catholic clergy of Ireland ? 
Or who is the Pope bimfelf, to be fet in oppojition to all 
ages acknowledging the right that Temporal Princes 
have to tfe allegiance of \heir fab j efts ; whether thofe 
Princes <wera Trajans or Conjlantines ? Or <who is the 
Lord Bifbop of .Cloyne, to be fabricating creeds for his 
neighbours ? Are not Catholic Prelates better and 
more competent vouchers of the Catholic doclrine, 
than a perfon reared out of their communion ? 
He may alarm the ignorant with a letter which the 
Catholic Prelates condemned in the year 1775. 
If he attacks the Catholics on a fair ground, why 
does not he explain their genuine principles ? O'r 
does he intend to fport with common fenfe, in 
creeling the decifion of every doating Cafuift, into 
an article of Catholic belief? If he does, I mall 
meet him on his own ground anei fwell his creed 

''''". to 



tD an enormoiis bulk, by adding to it the reveries 
and extravagant opinions of thofe writers who at- 
tacked the church of Rome, and at the fame time 
ftruck into thofe devious paths, in which the Lord 
Biftiop of Cloyne rriuft acknowledge that fcrip- 
ture was not their guide -, or if he acknowledges 
it, he mtrft renounce his creed. 

The Lord Biihop of Cloyne has favoured the 
public with the Catholic Bifhops confecration oath. 
And from what motive ? To infinuate to the pub- 
lic, that the oath of allegiance they have taken to 
their fovereign is not to be relied on, and confe- 
quently that they and their flocks are not to be 
trufted. I mould imagine that common juftice 
ihould have induced him, not to throw out fuch an 
injurious intimation, and that the Catholic Prelates 
are the irioft competent judges of the fenfe and 
meaning of arv oath which they take at their con- 
fecration. 

The Lord Bimop of Cloyne has tranflated the 
entire oath at the clofe, and given the moft obnoxi- 
ous claufes of it in the 2$d page of hts pamphlet. 
Let us now examine the moil obnoxious claufes 
of this oath. -For as to voting the threjholds of the 
Apoftles every three years ; I believe the Lord Bi- 
mop of Cloyne* would not quarrel with his fel- 
low Prelates, whom his pamphlet is calculated to : 
tranfport out of the kingdom. 

I. f< They promife to be" faithful and obedient 
to Saint Peter the Apoftle, and to the Holy Ro- 
man Church, and 'to- their Lord the Pope, and 
hi's fuccelTors cangnkally catering." 

II. " The Roman Papacy, and the royalties of 
Saint Peter, to aflift the Pope and his fucceifors, 
to retain and defend againft every man." 

Hi, Thr 



1C 



ft 



it 



III. " The rights, honours, privileges and au- 
*' thority uf the Holy Roman Church, and of 
" their Lord the Pope, and his fucceffors afore- 
tf faid, to be careful to preferve, defend, enlarge, 
" and promote." 

IV. " Heretics, fchifmatics and rebels, agaidfl 
" their faid Lord, and his fucceffors, aforeiaid, 
" they will to the utrnofl of their power, profecute 
" and oppofe." 

V. " Not to be concerned in any thing prejudi- 
" cial to the Pope or Roman Church; but as far 
" as they are able to prevent the fame." 

Such are the obnoxious claufes of the Biihop's 
confecration oath, in the midft of which is inferted 
in exprefs words, a faving claufe which fpeaks the 
dignity of Catholic Bifhops, and reconciles their 
allegiance to their refpeclive Sovereigns with the 
Canonical obedience due to their head parlor. Sal*- 
i}o meoordine. Saving my order. This claufe does 
away every difficulty, and leaves the fceptre in 
the Prince's hands, whilft it leaves the cenfer in the 
hands of the Pontiff. 

The oath then is but an oath of canonical obe- 
dience due from an Inferior to a Superior, in every 
church that acknowledges a Hierarchy. But an 
oath of allegiance is due to Temporal Princes alone ; 
And doubilefs the Bifhops in the Pope's ftates can 
take both one and the other, for in thofe ftates 
they have no other Sovereign. 

When then they bind themfelves to preferve , 
defend, enlarge and promote the rights, honours, pri- 
vileges and authority of the Roman Church and its Pon- 
tiff! Catholic Bimops mean their JUST rights, their 
JUST honours, their JUST privileges, their JUST 
authority, which do not nor ean extend to the 
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Overthrow of dates, nor to the ufurpation of the 
j-ufi and lawful rights, honours, privileges, and au- 
thority of others. 

For an oath is not a tie of iniquity. An unjuft: 
bath taken to God himfelf is riot binding,- and 
an oath taken to one perfori to the prejudice of 
another is null and void. . Hence the religious war- 
rior, in the fcripturej who in confequence of his 
oath offered up his daughter, offered to God a fa^- 
crilegious facrifice. Herod, who bound himfelf by 
oath to give the young woman who danced in his" 
prefence, whatever fhe required, was guilty of 
murder in giving her the Prophet's head. And 
the Bifhops would be. guilty of robbery, treachery 
arid profanation, if they bound themfelves by their 
confecration to dethrone their Sovereigns, plunder 
individuals, and difturb the peace arid order of civil 
fociety, to defend, .enlarge arid promote the royalties of. 
Saint Peter, which are merely confined to a Spiri- 
tual Supremacy, and extend to no fuperiority in 
temporals. Let the form of words be what it may* 
the Bifhops never take that oath 'in any ferife inju- 
rious to Sovereigns'* nor to civil fociety. The 
Sovereign Pontiff knows they do not -^-Before they, 
are confecrated, they muft fwear allegiance to their 
refpeiftive Sovereigns, who are as jealous of theif 
privileges as any'Proteflant rripnkrchs. 

Oaths and laws are liable to interpretation ; 
and orte general rule prevails, that a greater ftrefs 
is, to be laid on the ferife than on tie 'words. Thd 
Bimops are not only the moft corripeterit judges 
of their. own meaning, but moreover fecure tri^ir 
own dignity, and the fights of their refpe<5Hve So- 
vereigns, by an exprefs claule ; Salvo meo ordirie, 
Saving my 'order, as a Bifhop who receives his 
jurifdiclion and the right of determining on doc- 
irinal matters bv his confecration, and not as a vaf- 
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fal or vicegerent of the Pope. Salvo meo ordine, 
Saving my order,, as a fubjecl bound .to give Cseiar 
his due, and to pay allegiance to the reigning. 
powers in whofe ffates I refide. Salvo meo ordine,.- 
Saving my order* as a Mtfnifter of the Gofpel, who 
is to preach the word, and who lakes his oath in> 
no other fenfe, than to profccute by arguments, 
and impugn by perfuafion, reafon and good exam- 
ple, thole who are ot a different perfuafion, and 
are willing to be convinced. An-y other profecuiioK 
cr perfection, let the term be what it may, is in* 
confident with humanity, much more with the or- 
der of a Chri-ftian Prelate, who takes- not, who- 
cannot take the oath in any other fenfe; He can- 
not take the fword out of the hands of the civil: 
magistrates, nor injure any. defcription- of men- wh^ 
are under the protection of the -ft ate. 

Does the Lord Bifhop of Ctoyne mean fo hold 
up the Catholic Prelates all over the world, as a 
fet of perjurers ? Are the Catholic Bimops in Ger- 
many, fome of whom are Sovereign Princes, with 
numbers of religious defcriptions in their ftates, 
are they perjurers ? 

This cavil at the Catholic Biihops 1 ce>nfecratior* 
oath, is but adifpute about words. They them- 
felves know beft in what fenfe they take it ; and 
no Catholic Prelate on earth takes it in the fenfe 
which the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne intimates to the 
public. 

When the Proclors f the Court of Arches are 
fworn into office, they bind themfelves by oath, 
without any Salvo or refervixg claufe^ never to im- 
pugn, .dimi-nijb, or abridge the rights, liberties, or pri- 
vifagw of the Church of Canterbury in any MANNER 

WHATEVER. QUOQUO MODO. 

Nunquam ad. impugnatiotiem, diminuiionem, vtl 

iuel privikgii Cantuarienfis r 
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pofluhbo ; nee jus libertatem, vet privikg'wm 
ejufdem Ecclefice QUOQOO MODO, impugnabn, &c. 
( vide jlatuta de arcubus, Stratford.) Yet Oughton 
in his ordo judiciorum, De caufis ieftamentrus ; 
Titulus, 224, acknowledges that in certain cafes 
they can decline the juriidiclion of the Court of 
Prerogative, though it is incumbent on them in 
fuch cafes to proceed with thegreateft and moil de- 
licate flncerity, in order not to incur the guilt of 
perjury, " Notandum tamen eft quod expedit pro- 
" curatori neganti j urifdiclionem curias praeroga- 
*' -tivse, bona et -optima fide alias committit per- 



It is well known, that the prerogative courts 
-claim jurifdidlion in many cafes in which the courts 
of common Jaw deny them jarifdiclion ; yet it 
would be as abfurd to fay that the Proctors of thofe 
prerogative courts are enemies to the Taws of the 
realm, or .perjure themfelves in confequence of 
their oath, as it is abfurd to imagine that Catho- 
lic Biftiops are by their profeffion hoflile to the 
rights and privileges of their refpeclive Sovereigns, 
,or perjure themfelves ,by taking an oath of Can- 
onical obedience. In the Prelates .oath, there is an 
exprefs faying ,claufe.-r--In the Proctors oath there 
is no referve, but fuch as juftice and reafon i f m- 
ply : all oaths muft be reafonable and juft. And 
in the interpretation of them, the intention of the- 
fwearers and of "thofe to whom they are taken, and 
the fenfe in which both parties iinderftand them, 
are to be ftridtly attended to, .* 

The Lord Bifnop of Cloyne then tni^bt with 
.propriety havefpared himfelf.the trouble oi alarm- 
ing the public with the confecration^oath of Ca- 
tholic Prelates ; efpecially as his owfu^onfecration 
; path is not fo favourable if literally taken for 
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want of the dignified fa.ving claufe inferted .in. th@ 
path of Catholic Biihops. 

COPY of the LORD BISHOP pf CLOYNE'.s 
CONSECRATION OATH. 

(Taken from the ENGLISH CARDINAL.) 

Arcb-bijhofs Interrogatory to. the Bifhop-Ekft* 



you ready, with all faithful diligence, 
?' to banifh and drive away all erroneous and ail 
'* ftrange doclrines, contrary to God's word, and 
*' both privately and openly to call upon and en-. 
** courage others. to the fame ? 

Anfwer. *' I am ready, the Lord bejng my 
" helper."- ' " : 

The reader may judge whether the above oath 
be hot tantamount to pre/ecuie and impugn Heretics 
and Schifmaticks, Nay it goes further ; for the 
Catholic Prelate ufes the dignified language of 
Salvo meo ordine, and does not bind him/elf to call 
upon and encourage others privately and openly to the 
fame. What an alarming 'comment would not 
'malevolent writers make on the Lord Bifhop of 
Cloyne ? s confecratioh oath in thofe Proteftant and 
Catholic ftates, where free toleration is granted, if" 
they were as active' in excluding the members of 
the church of England from national confidence, as 
the. Lord Bifhop of Cloyne has been' in excluding' 
Ififh' "Diflenters and Catholics ; or Counfellor 
I)<aminick Trant, who calls them internal confede-- 
rated enemies againft the conftitution. 

How thefe Ifrords privately encouraging other s y 
xyotild be tortured to the prejudice, of the two; 
' : J ""'"' Bilhops, 
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who were confecrated the other day in 
Lambeth Palace, in order to inftruft their flocks m 
America, where unfettered confcience enjoys that 
innate freedom of which tefts and penalties have 
deprived unhappy perfecuted mortals ! 

The affinity of one oath with the other was fo 
glaring, that it drew equal vengeance on the Bi- 
fhops of the Church of England, as well as on the 
Catholics, during thofe unhappy fcenes which 
diftrailed England in the reign of Charles the firft, 
Papifts and Malignant s were equally obnoxious to 
people who perceived fuch a thin partition be- 
tween both, and a fimilarity of ceremonies, mitres, 
confirmations, confecrations and oaths, fcarce dif- 
(pernible. 

What is the' meaning of the words, to " banifh 
" and drive away all erroneous and ftrange doc- 
*' trines, and encourage others privately and open- 
<" ly to the fame ?" The Lord Bifhop of Cloyne, 
who muft believe that Bifhops are jure divino, mufl 
believe the doctrine of the DifTenters ftrange and 
erroneous. The Lord Bifhop of Cloyne, who be- 
lieves that two facraments are necelTary to falva- 
tion, muft believe the doctrine of the Quakers 
ftrange and erroneous. The Lord Bifhop of Cloyne, 
who believes the Catholics to be Idolaters, viola^ 
tors of faith with Heretics, muft believe their doc-r 
trine ENORMOUSLY and HORRIDLY firange and erro- 
neous. What is then the confequence? That the 
Lord Bifhop of Cloyne is bound to banifh and drive 
away the Diflenters, Catholics, Quakers: in a word, 
all Adam's children who do not profefs his creed. 
His pamphlet mews it. His Lordfhip hints to a 
difpenfing power in the Church of Rome, I moft 
earneftly recommend a difpenfation with any oath, 
which deprives mortals of the rights to which they 
are entitled by nature, and which they have not 
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forfeited by their perfonal crimes. He mould 
then have left the confecration oath of Catholic 
Prelates, who in every age, have been an orna- 
ment to human nature by their philanthropy, their 
learning, and the purity of their lives. He mould 
have left it where he found it, in an old Pontifical, 
on the ihelf of a College Library, and forefeen that 
his own oath would be fought for in his ordinal, 
when he would examine in,to the oaths of others, 
if both are to be taken in the literal fenfe, they are 
very well matched, and mould difcover in eacli 
others face a ftriking fimilarity of features, fuch 
fis ought to be between an elder and younger Jifter, to 
-.ufe the words of the ingenious Mr. Barber. 

This affinity however, has been very troublefome 
to the unhappy Catholics of England and Ireland, 
.ever fince the reign of Queen Elizabeth to this very 
day. In Holland and Switzerland, Proteftants and 
Catholics live together in the greateft harmony. 
In forr.e parts of Germany, Calvinifts, Lutherans 
and Catholics, fay their prayers in the fame church, 
.each in their turn. And doubtlefs a paffenger on 
earth may fucceed another in a houfe of worfhip, 
to offer up a few prayers, as one traveller fucceeds 
an'other at a.n Inn, and fits down at the fame table 
on which another traveller had taken his repaft an 
hour before,. In Upper Alfatia, Proteftants and 
Catholics ftudy in the fame Univerfity. And in 
Paris, the youth of alj nations and religions may 
iludy the iciences, and attend what lectures they 
think fit, in the Univer/ity and other Seminaries of 
learning, where quick parts and a comprehenfive 
genius are attended to. But where Students reli- 
. -gion is no matter of concern to a ProfelFor, who 
explains to his hearers either thejuilinian code, or 
jr]ippocrates ? s anhorifms,.or Quintilian's inftitutions ? 
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what reafon to aflign for difputes about religion 
iii this Kingdom, I am at a lofs. " Is the Pope 
'* more formidable here than in Holland, Switzer- 
" land, and other places more contiguous to 
" Italy ?" Is it on account of the difference of 
belief? The Catholic creed is the fame all over 
the world. An Irifh peafant believes neither more 
or lefs than a Fenelon or Btffbet. Is it on account 
of the Pope's all-difpenfing power ? Is his Omni- 
potence more prevalent here than elfewhere ?, 
Becaufe the Catholic Clergy of Ireland do not 
chufe to change their creed, does the Lord Bifnop 
of Cloyne imagine they are fo ignorant as to con-; 
found a Legate's letter, or a Pope's decree, with 
the doclrine of the Catholic Church ? Htftory in;- 
forms them that a Pope was excommunicated after 
his death, on a fufpicion of having favoured the 
doctrine of the Monothelites ; that Pope Jonn 
the twenty- fecond* was obliged to retract; the doc- 
trine which he preached at Avignon, where he 
aflerted that the fouls of the faints were not to 
enjoy the beatifick vifion, or the clear fight of 
God before the laft judgment ; and that Popes 
were depofed by a council, to put an end to- 
diforder and fchifm. The Pope*s infallibility then 
can be no part of their creed. They acknowledge 
him as the head paftor of their religion. But the 
pafturage on which he is to feed the flock, is not 
at his choice. The boundaries are prefcribed, and 
under the controul of unalterable faith, and .the 
Univerfal Canons of the Church, he would not 
dare to remove the land marks. If he attempted 
to publifh. the Charier School Caiechifm, which (I am 
informed) was com po fed by, or compiled under 
the direction of. the Lord Bifhop of Clbync, 
the Catholic body would depofe him, and elecl 
another in his room. Is it from dread of the Pope's 
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flower"; arid the implicit obediehce due 
to his mandates?' Who can name a Prince de- 
pofed by the Pope 1 , in virtue of his fpiritual au- 
thority? Can the Prince be" named who parted 
tamely with his crown, and opened his gates when 
Saint Peter 'founded the trumpet and ordered him 
to furrender ? If in a memorable difpute between 
a Pope and art Em'peror, about inveftitutes, the lat- 
ter was woffled* it wasacontefi in which com- 
padts and agreements were' plended on both' fides, 
and fuppbrted by powerful parties ; but in this ve- 
ry conteft have riot Catholic fubjedls fought againft 
the Pope in defence of tlieir Sovereign ? Have 
riot the Catholic Barons and Clergy of England, - 
\vith Archbi (hop I/an gtbii at their head, obtained 
the great charter of Englilli liberty, in defiance of 
the threats, menaces, and excommunications of 
Pope Innocent the third ? Is it for any degenera- 
cy peculiar to the Roman Catholic religion, which 
makes' contemptible cowards of its votaries? The 
gallant Richard' Cteur de1ion t wasthe admiration of 
Europe and Afia ; whereas Jarrres the Firfi, whom 
the Lord Bimop of Clpyne admires for his wifef 
faying, no Bijbop no King, u fed to ihut his eyes 
whenever he drew the fword -to perform the cere- 
mony of dubbing a Knight. Is it for want of va- 
lour and heroifm ? The Heroes of Agincoiirt and 
Creffi, who faid their beads on the evening of thofei 
memorable battles, which will immortalize them 
in the annals of the world, were as brave sis Marl- 
borough, who was obliged to make a declaratioit 
of war againfr. the Virgin Mary before he could 
draw his fword in Flanders. Is it on account of' 
the alloy of flayery, peculiarly blended with their 
profeffion ? 
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When Attila flew over Italy like a vulture, a few 
Catholics, unable to refift by land, took fhelter in 
the fea ; and like the Halcyon that builds his neft 
on the calm furface of the water, in that very ele- 
ment they laid the foundation of a Republic, 
.equally famous for preserving its liberties againft 
the Popes of Rome, and the T urkim Emperors of 
Conftantinople. Without any breach of faith, or 
rupture of Catholic communion, the keys of 
Saint P^ter painted on the Pontiff's Tiara, and the 
crefcent railed pn the top of the Saracen's turbant, 
are equally .obnoxious to Catholic republicans, if 
either nodded at any attempt againft their liber- 
ties. Where then .can the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne 
find the truth of his aifertion, that defpotic States 
have found in the Papal authority a congenial fyftem 
of arbitrary dominion? Has not the Tempie of 
Liberty (from whofe very corners he endeavours 
to exclude the natives -of thefe realms), been creeled 
by Catholic hands, long before Langton could fore- 
fee that a Bilhop would mifreprefent his creed? 
Havenot Catholic States oppofed this Papal authority 
fo congenial, according to the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne, 
with the fyftem of. arbitrary domi-nion. Are not Pro- 
teftant Monarchs as clelpotic as Catholic Kings ? 
Does not the frnall Republic of Ragufa change 
its governor every month, left a longer conti- 
nuance in office would enable him to become the 
petty fovereign of a fmall territory ? Where is 
this congeniality of Papal authority with arbitrary 
dominion, fo interwoven with the frame of a Catho- 
lic cteed as to make them infeparable ? Or can a 
Bifhop be fo much a ftranger to human nature, as 
to be ignorant of one of its moil undeniable prin- 
ciples ? One man refembles another, and every one 
rkufes to be free., 
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CONTAINING 

REMARKS on the LORD BISHOP of 
CLOYNE'S PAMPHLET. 



AD I not feen the Reverend Mr. Barber's pam- 
phlet, and got information that flrictures on the/ 
Lord Bifhop of CloyneV publication are fent to the 
prefs, by a gentleman of more diftinguifhed abili- 
ties than I can pretend to, I would examine his 
Lordfhip's pofitions in every feclion of his work. 
Others have exempted me from the talk. And my 
principal defign was to enterin to a. full vindication 
of the Catholic body, and of myfelf, wham his 
Xordihip's work is calculated to render peculiarly 
obnoxious to the reigning powers. 
. After having committed himfelf, with the 
DnTenters and Catholics, he makes a peculiar 
attack on the regular clergy by -an innuendo, 
that agitating friars and Romijb mijjionaries, may 
be fent here to fow fedition* I challenged, his 
Lordmip in the public papers, and in the cotirfe 
of my defence to produce one. He cannot, 
He hints that Theophilus may have feme infor- 
mation of fuch. Let Theophilus appear, and he 
fhall be branded as a lying witnefs. I am ex- 
tremely forry that his Lordfhip mould mention 
fuch a flanderer in his pamphlet ; as for rny part 
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iny landlord, Mr. Auguftus Warren, a Member 
of Parliament, and a gentleman, who at the very 
beginning of thediforders took an active and ho- 
nourable part in fuppreffing them, is now in town; 
he would not honour me with his friendship, nor 
give me free accefs to his houfe and library when- 
ever I chufe to retire from the buftle of cities, 
it" he difcovered in me a f editions tenant* The 
regular clergy of this kingdom are a part of the 
Catholic body, whom they inftruct and edify un- 
der the directions of the Catholic prelates. 

Does the Lord Bimop of Cloyne intend to 
mife a perfecution againft them, and thus through 
their fides to wound the Catholics at large, with 
whom they are fo clofely connected by the ties of 
blood, and the mutual interchange of good offices ? 
They have not thofe fine gardens/ and rich mo- 
nafteries which could excite the Lord Bifhop of 
Cloyne's jealoufy ; and which the Emperor of 
Germany would fell to increafe his treafury, as. 
he has curtailed the revenues of/uch Bifhops as 
are not foveretgn princes. The ftricter their vow 
the lefs cumberfome they are to fbciety, as they 
are literally content with what Saint Paul was 
fatisfied, food and raiment ; many of them, have 
left good fortunes to their younger brothers, All 
have renounced their fhare of the inheritance ; 
and fuch of them as had but a fmall dividend to 
fhare, made a generous facrifice, when they re- 
nounced all earthly profpects. Should the con- 
tempt of the vanities of the world, and a diiinte- 
refied heart, be deemed objects of cenfure in/eccle- 
fiaftics, they fhould not be held in fuch a view by 
a Bi(hop, who finds them recommended in the 
fcriptures. Neither will they ever be deemed fuch 
by the laity, who will efteem the clergy the more, 
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in proportion as they practife what they preach* 
I write here of the regular clergy of Ireland, who 
run the fame career with the reft of the Catholic 
clergy of the kingdom, and whbfe common an- 
.eeftors fell proftrate in the promifcuous ruin, 
occafioned by confifcations and forfeitures. If 
a revival of claims, fo often mentioned in the 
fenate, and bandied about in flying pamphlets, 
can tend to render them obnoxious, there is no 
doubt, but that they mould be objects of jea- 
loufy with the reft of the Catholics, mould 
thofe claims be ever afferted. For the Catholic 
clergy both fecular and regular are defcended 
from the lame flock with the Catholic laity, and 
from* anceftors who in their days were neither 
hewers of wood, nor drawers of water. But thofe 
claims 1 have done away by fcripture, canon and 
civil law, and reafon in my addrefs to the common 
people, when the combined fleets were on our 
coafts, and a revival moft likely to enfue. For at 
that time, the unprotected Catholic had nothing 
to lofe, and on each Catholic clergyman's head 
hung the naked fword of profcription. I had fome 
time before confirmed the throne in his Majeily's 
family, againft.the claims of Stuarts, Bourbons, 
and the Houfc of Sardinia. This I have done in 
my Loyalty offer ted^ as far as a writer poiTeffed of 
abilities, which have nothing to recommend them, 
but the fincerity of the author, could confirm the 
throne of a prince, whofe Catholic fubjecls are 
compared to a pack of hounds, impatient to run 
down the ROYAL GAME. 

The only reward I expect for my labour, is 
not to be infulted by any oblique insinuation, that 
I am fent here to fo*w /edition. The Lord Bithop 
of Cloyne foftens the innuendo in thefe words; 
/ do not fay> that Mr. CfLeary is fent here to Jow 
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fcdition ; but, &c. If he did not fay it, why men- 
tion my name as a deflert, after having regaled 
his readers with fo many courfes ? SENT HERE ! 
I imagined that Saint Paul recommends hofpitality 
to Bifhops, and that a Prelate would be more ge- 
nerous than to envy 2n Irilhman the liberty of 
breathing his native air. If Swift were alive, he 
would not be very thankful to the Lord Bifhop of 
Clovne ; but Swift would be at liberty to indulge 
his thoughts in their full latitude ; I mufl be cau- 
tious, under the heaviefl provocation. The Lord 
knows that it is hard for me ! I was not then feat 
here I I came here, after having been forced in my 
early days into foreign countries, for a fmall por- 
tion of education, which was refufed me in the 
land of my fathers, becaufe I would not couple 
Tully's Orations with a Charter- fchool Catechifm. 

/ was not font here io fow f edit ion. I returned 
here, not as a felon from tranfportation, but as an 
honourable exile, who returns to his native land, 
after having preferred a voluntary banifliment, to 
ignorance and the abjuration of the creed of his 
fathers. 

I appeal to Richard Longfield, Efq ; Member 
of Parliament, whether, at the very beginning of 
the difcurbances in the diocefe of Cloyne, I have 
not given the fincereft proof of the moil unfeign- 
ed determination to co-operate in the reftoration of 
peace and tranquility. That gentleman foon fup- 
preffed the tumults in his own difhicl; becaafe 
the humanity of the landlord gave an additional 
weight of refpecl and love to the authority of the 
magiflrate. I fay it not from flattery, to which I 
am an utter ftranger. Had all the gentlemen of 
confequence in the county of Cork, exerted them- 
fclvcs as Mr. Richard Longfield and Mr. Auguflus 
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Warren have done ; had they, in imitation of the 
above-mentioned gentlemen, rendered their autho- 
rity as amiable from benevolence to their tenants, a's 
it was formidable from the powers invefted in them 
by the laws, the difturbances would not have out- 
lived the fpace of fix weeks. Wherever the land- 
lords were active and generous, and advifed the 
people, either no diforders appeared, or were foon 
lupprefled ; and had the Lord Bifhop of Cloy ne been 
as active in vifiting his diocefe, and publishing paf- 
toral letters, as he was intent upon collecting ma- 
terials for a pamphlet, to furprife the public ,on the 
eve of the meeting of Parliament, he would have 
'contributed to the prevention or fuppreffion of the 
tumults in concurrence with Mr. O'Leary. 

But the Lord Bilhop of Cloyne was fecure in the 
protection of the flate. The peace of fociety was 
left to other guardians. The people were wretched, 
miferable and mad. Several gentlemen were not 
much concerned for the injuries offered to the 
clergy of either religion ; policy, which often ex- 
pects benefits from popular commotions fo deftruc- 
tive to the fimple, might have induced others to 
remain filent and inactive in the profpect of pro- 
viding for their adherents, under the extenfion 
of a general police bill ; a bill which was then 
expected in confequence of popular tumults, which 
adepts in political wifdom, were more active in 
magnifying than preventing. It was reported in 
the city of Cork, that a certain Reverend Gentle- 
man in the diocefe of Cloyne* ufed to go in the 

* Perhaps the Author of the Letter found on the road from 
Cork to Clonaghkiity, and addrefferi to Doctor O'Leary, by 
William O'Drifcoll. 
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flights-time, wjrh armed men to found a horn near a 
elufler of cabins, in order to make prifoners of 
fuch as would appear to gratify their curiofity : an 
expedient well becoming a minifter of the gofpel! . 
But with fome perfons every expedient is jufti- 
fiable, when Popijb plots are to be contrived to give 
it a fanclion. But every idea of fuch plots is done 
away, by the very refolves of the gentlemen and 
Freeholders of the county of Cork ; refolves 
wherein they cenfure the inactivity and inexerti- 
ons of many magiflrates and gentlemen of pro- 
perty, on the breaking out of the difturbances, 
and on the continuance of them.* 

It would have been no difficult matter to have 
fmothered them in their birth, as I remarked in 
my narrative. Firmnefs and humanity would have 
prevented the diforder. I recommended it in the 
beginning. For were I a man in power, I never 
would take for my guides, Rehoboam counfeliors ; 
My father whipped you with feds, I will whip you 
with fcorpions. I recommended it in prefence of 
the prefent Earl of Carhampton, then Lord LuttrelL 
It was happy for the ill-fated Catholics that fuch 
a nobleman of his character, for honour and im- 
partiality, was on the diftraded fpot. It was 
happy for them that the Reprefentatives in Partta^ 
ment for the County and City, and other members 
who refide in the South of Ireland, are acquainted 
with local circumilances, and well known for 
honour, juftice and humanity. Otherwife Go^ 
vernment would have been impofed on, and the 
Catholics of Ireland would be in a worfe fiate in 
the year eighty- feven, than they had been in the 
year forty-five, 

* County of Cork" meeting, yth December, 1786, 

The 
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The county of Cork meeting agreed to a refolu- 
tion, which may ferve as a rule well adapted to the 
times of commotions arifmg from diftrefs. Re-> 
folved, tfhat as <we are determined to punijb all viola- 
tors of the public peace, fo <we are equally defer on s to 
aid in redrejjlng any perfons who Jhall appear to us 
to be really aggrieved. Both wifdom and humanity 
penned that refolution. Had it been entered into, 
and carried into execution in the month of Sep- 
tember or October eighty-five, inftead of the 
ieventh of December, in the year eighty-fix, the 
county would have been quieted a long time before. 
Do not jlrlke until you liften, was a maxim with an 
Athenian general. It is better to liften in time, 
than to ftrike when the mifchief is done. It was 
my maxim from the beginning. The Lord Bifhop 
of Cloyne would have acted in a manner more 
eonfiftent with his character, in enforcing that 
maxim than in publishing a pamphlet, every page 
of which can be controverted by the Diflenters and 
Catholics of Ireland. Nay, his favourite plan 
about tithes and commutations is found defective 
by the moll fenfible writers of his own commu- 
nion. From the beginning to the laft ' line of his 
pamphlet, he cannot fupport an argument without 
forcing the Catholics into his fubjeet. In the 
forty- ieventh page, he defcribes the regular clergy 
in the following manner: ' The regular clergy 
"of the church of Rome, indeed, belong to a 
feparate body,, with an intereft diftjnct from 
the general weal ; claiming an exemption from 
public taxes, and from the civil jurifdiction of 
their own country ; and avowing a fubjecftion 
to a foreign power, were and are a natural object 
of jealoufy and apprehenfion." Mr. Standifh, 
the hearth-money collector in Cork, can refute 
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the aflertion..- If I had "his receipts in Dublin, I 
Would place them. in my APPENDIX, with tfiofe of 
rriy landlord's* and my. tailor's bill ; for the money 
I get circulates amongfl: the public. 

The Lord Bifhop of Cloyne,' in a catechifm, * 
printed under . his direction -(as I am told); 
impreffes. the. . tender and {incautious minds of 
foundlings with a, notion that violation of faith with 
and extirpation of heretics, indulgences for commit- 
ting fins in the enfuing c'durje of d man s life, and 
licenfe for guilt, are articles of the Catholic faith. 
The compiler 6f ftfch a catechifm may mifrepre- 
fent the regular clergy, with every freedom. He 
rhuft then certainly mean the regular clergy iri 
foreign countries, of whofe ifate he is as incompe- 
tent a jiidge as I am of the fegulations of Welimin- 
fter School, which I have never feen'., 

The regular clergy have no intereft diftinct from 
the general weal. They are as much' interefted in 
the preservation of the fhate, from which they 
have got their lands and' mon'afteries, as the Lord 
Bifhop of Q6yne is interested in the prefervatiori 
of Ireland, where he has very good livings. . He 
ii r ould have, Lfuppofe, the regula'r clergy of the 
church of Rome to Iho'ulder a firelock, found" 

* In that Catechifm there is not one word' of the command- 
ments'of God,' nor explanatibn of any moral duty. The honour 
of the. nation cries aloud to the right honourable and honourable'; 
the Truftees of the Proteftant Schools, to order fo me unpreju- 
diced perfon to compofe another Catechifm : for befides the hor- 
rid and unchrijlian doftrines falfely imputed to the Catholics,' in 
Chat Cbrijlian Do3rine there are two hiftorical untruths.^ Firfl, 
that a hundred thoufahd Proteflants were mafTacred in Ireland, 
Secondly, that Prot'eftants are not tolerated in Catholic ftates. If 
tliat Catechifm were feen in foreign countries, what an opinion' 
fvo'uld be formed of our early education ! 
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horns, and moot Whkeboys. In- every age flnce 
their inftitution, they, have been engaged' in a more 
glorious warfare, civilizing barbarous nations,, dif- 
iufing the light of the gofpel into remote regions,, 
whither the Alexanders and Qcefars had- never car- 
ried their arms, contributing extenfively to the 
culture of the fcienees, and fweJling the deep 
and majeftic rivers of European- literature, with- 
their tribute of th'e knowledge of the hiftories, laws, 
cuftoms and manners of the moft remote, and dif- 
tant nations. I do not talk here of the Jefuits 
alone, who in the.very center of barbarifnvamongfl 
Cannibals* feeding on each other's flefh, realize 
the fublime ideas of a Plato, a.Sir Thomas More,- 
or a Fenelon. Thofe great men only dreamt of 
thofe political iri-flitutions under which man could- 
live happy, without the canker of. envy or the ftiitgs\ 
of poverty* A branch-of the regular clergy of the 
church of Rome raijed ibefabriak, ^ which procured 
them the compliments of a^Montefquieu:,. and the 
admiration of the world. Civilized and chriftian.^ 
Paraguay from a nation of Cannibals, became the 
only fpot on earth where vice and' want were 
equally unknown. 

To this very day the Catholic religion is main- 
tained in Turkey land, Abyffinia-,. and the remotefc 
regions, by .the labours of men whom their vows x 
and a generous contempt of the pleafures of 
this world naturalize to every nation and cli^ 
mate. Their method is quite different from that 
prefcribed by the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne for the 
propagation of the gofpel ; a method which ex- 
pofes religion to the derifion of infidels, and ren- 
ders the propofer vulnerable to every arrow which 
can be taken from, the quivers, of the learned, . 
His Lordfhip informs us gravely that his religion 
will extend IN PROPORTION. TO AGRICULTURE. 

Bravo ! 
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Bravo ! this is literally planting the gofpel, and 
making it the religion of the la-nd^ in .every fenfe of 
the word. Saint Paul fays that godlinefs is great 
gain, The Lord Bifhop writes as if 'gain were great 
godlinefs. He fanclifies the fail before he fancftifies 
the, foul. Pity that crows and .pigeons have not the 
; ufe of fpeech as they had in Sfop's time ! His 
.clergy would have a great number of fellow la- 
bourers in the Lord's vineyard. The feathered 
tribe would cry , out to the peafant, My go.od man, 
fo'w this corn, and I 'mill be iviih you next -year io re- 
claim you from tbe errors of popery. 

The next method his Lordfhip propofes ; is an 
.effort on the part of 'Government to bring the Irifh 
language into difufe, in order to fave his clergy 
,the trouble of learning it. This method is an m- 
ib^'t to the natives, and cannot come with any pro- 
priety from a prelate who (if I be well informed) 
is indebted for his promotion to the defcendant of 
Irifh princes, in whefe iiofpitable halls the tune- 
ful lyre was ftrung up to Irifh melody, fo varied 
and harmonious that the lying Giraldus Cambrehfis 
was forced to fpeak.of it with rap tare .and extafy. 
But now, at the awful fummons of an Englifh pre- 
late, the Trim harp mufthe fufpended on the branch 
of fome weeping willow, as the Ifraelites hung 
up their mufical inilruments on the mulberry-trees 
that grew on the banl^s of the rivers of Babylon. 
Ho<w can we fing (ufed they to fay) the canticles of 
the Lord in a ft range land ? And the Irifh man cari 
fay, How can I f peak the language of my fathers in 
the land of my nativity-? His language muft be abo- 
lifhed at the recommendation of the Right Reve- 
rend Docl or Woodward ; this language, the ftudy 
of which the learned Leibnitz and Lhuid fo warmly 
recommended to the curious enquirers into the 
monuments ,of antiquity ; this language, frudied 
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by a learned flranger , who has reconcilec} 
Mars with Minerva, in uniting the fword will) 
{he pen, military fkill with literary powers^ 
and by his learned labours has refcued from ob- 
'fcurity the hiftory of a mifreprefented' nation, for- 
merly the Athens of wefterh Europe. Thus Qefar 
itudied aftronomy in the camp, whilft the priefls 
of Apollo fnored in the temple. A military gen- 
tleman fludies the Irifh language, to increafe the 
ftore of the literary republic. 1 he prelate, whofe 
fundion it is to fanclify the fouls oi- the- natives, 
recommends the growth of ibeir grain for the food 
of the clergyman's body, and the abolition of their 
language for the good of their fouh. 

Thus the Irifh peafant muft work double tides to 
fail for heaven, Hemufi grow corn for an Englilh 
pallor's body, and fliidy this Englifh parfon's lan- 
guage for the good of his own foul, left a pair of 
brogues would be too vncourtly a drefs 'to appear in 
the anticliamber of heaven.' Badinage apqrt. Such 
a recommendation for the abolition of languages 
ifhould .rather corne from a leader of Goths and 
Vandals, whole glory it was to deftroy monuments 
of literature, than from the Bifhop of a large dio- 
cefe, in a philofophical age, when curiofity is on 
the wing, and the mind adive in the purfuit of 
knowledge. The Lord Bifhop's method then of 
propagating his go f pel is the mofi extraordinary. 
that I ever read of; fo low corn and extend agri- 
culture for the conveniency of the clergyman, 'and 
to oblige the peafant, alter the'tpils of the diiy, : to 
learn the clergyman's language, in order to know 
the way to heaven, which' the clergyman woulcf 
pot take the pains of telling him in Irifh. A true 
repetition of Erafmus's echo/ ^uidefl facer doiium I 
Echo. Otium. " ' ' : '''- '"'' - 
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1 have read of a Saracen emperor who, from 
halted to literature, burnt the Alexandrian library; 
but I never read of a Chriftian prelate intent upon 
.the converfion of people by whom he was fed, 
who, inftead of learning their language, recom- 
mended its d-ifufe, untiM read the pamphlet of the 
Lord Biftiop of Cioyne. The prefent Bimop of 
LandafF could not fpeak a word of Welcfy when he 
came to Wales. Inftead of recommending to the 
Englim government to abolifh the Welch language, 
he made the knowledge of it his peculiar ftudy. 
But it is the unhappy and fingular fate of the Ca- 
tholics of Ireland to fee their names held upas 
barbarous their creed mifreprefented, and the lan- 
guage of their anceftors threatened with entire dif- 
ufe, for the gratification of a foreign prelate, who 
propofes, as the means of their fancHfi cation, com- 
modious hbufes and cultivated fpots for the eafe 
and convenience of perfons whom his Lordlhip dif- 
penfes with the trouble of even learning the Ian- 
guage of the people who fupport them. 

This was not the manner in which the regular 
clergy of the church pf Rume planted religion in all 
the nations' on earth where they preached the gof- 
pel. Neither was it the method which thofe who 
Separated from the church of England, adopted to 
eftablifh' their own 'doctrine, and formed feparate 
communions. 'They learned the language of the 
people, and brought them over to their way of 
thinking, Before they infilled upon commodious houfes 
'and glebe-lands. Hence they became minifters of 
the world; whereas according to the Lord Bi- 
fhop of Clbyne's plan, making : religion, and ag.ri~ 
culture keep pace ivith each other, he gives his readers 
to underftand that the : minifler of religion is more 
the minifter of the foil than of the Joul: and that 
ihe old adage, which is' become fo current to the 
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ciifgrace of the priefthood, is verified, no fenny ns 

paler-nofter. 

But .leaving the Lord Bimop of Cloyne's method 

-of propagating his doctrine by tithes, glebe-houjes s 

and the annihilation of languages, expofed to the 

.{hafts -of chrijtian criticijm ; let us return to his 

charge again ft the regular clergy. 

His Lordfhip . iys, that they claim an exemption 
. from public taxes, and from the civil jurifdiRion of 

their own country, and avow a fubjeElion to a foreign 
power.* 

I am furpnfed that his Lordmip would advance 

fuch charges in my neighbourhood. He cannot mean. 

the regular clergy of Ireland. As to the regular 
.clergy in Catholic countries ; they enjoy no exempt 
iion but what the ftate. grants, as the Lord Bifhop 
of Cloyne enjoys no exemption but what the ftate 
grants to himfelf. Does he pretend to prefcribe 
laws to Catholic Gates ; or to controul their power 
to grant what .exemptions they think fit to the chil- 
dren, not only of noblemen and gentlemen, but 
to the children of princes ? For the annals of re- 
figion and the Mflory of religious orders can inform 
him, that from the days of Saint Bafil to this very 
day, the regular clergy can mark numbers of fuch 
"a defcription in their calendar. The regular cler- 
gy then plead no exemption but what he pleads 
himfelf ; the exemption granted by the ftate where- 
in they live. He mould not envy in others what 
he himfelf enjoys. For I fuppofe it is from the 
ftate he enjoys the privilege of pleading the fcan- 
/alum magnatuw, when Richard PFoodward, now my 
Lord Bijbop of Cloyne, gives fuch a provocation to 

t 

* Page 48. 
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Arthur O'Leary, as to become the eulogifl and d 
Jqgift of a Theophilus, who calls him a Friar 
a barbarous firname ; and to recommend the difuft: 
of the language of his anceftors. 

<7 he regular clergy, whether here or elfewhere, 
avow no fubjeftion to a foreign power. They live-as- 
corperate focielies, under their peculiar inftit'utions 
confirmed by church and ftate- The .boundaries 
are kept diftinct. They give God what belongs to 
God, and to Casfar his due. Whilft they live as a 
corporate fociety, they wilt plead their charter. - 
Thence, the Pope himfelf, cannot in an arbitrary 
manner, either elect or depofe their fuperiors, or 
interfere in their religious polity. He may annul 
their charter,, hut whilft they live as corporate 
fecieties, they will maintain their institutions which 
contain nothing obnoxious either to church or ft ate. 
Otherwife neither would give them a fahdlibn. 
When they make their vows, it is not" to become 
vafTals to the Pope. It is to gratify their own de- 
votion under regulations, which at a competent age 
they have twelvemonths probation, either to adopt 
or reject. 

They cwtrw no fuhjeftion to a foreign power ; and" 
I! call upon the Lord Bimop of Cloy-ne to prove his 
aflertion. They are fubjec~rs of the ftate, fwear 
allegiance to their Prince, and are as faithful as 
any other fubjecTs. Trapoio, a regular, defended 
the privileges of his country,, againft Pope Paul the 
Fifth, and immortalized his name. Ximenes, a 
regular, raifed the power of the Spainifn monarchy, 
and paved the way for the fplendid conquefls of 
Charles the Fifth. Father Jofeph de la Trembla y, 
after quitting the bar, and becoming a regular, was 
forced from his cloifter to direct the councils of 
Lewis the Thirteenth. He planned tbofe measures 
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in; the" execution of which Richlieu appeared as 
o&enfible agent, and which by humbling the Houfe : 
of Auftria, and lopping off the heavy branches 
\vhtch made the tree of the French monarchy bend 
too much,' gave it that ered: poffure and firmnefs, 
which ever fince have been proof again'fl fo' many 
ftorms. In Ireland, during the .uhliappy commo- 
tions which diflracted this kingdom in the reign of 
Charles the frrft, who could have everted himfelf 
with more conftaney than Father Peter W.allh,' 
mentioned with honour in the contmuation of Sir 
James Ware ? Did not he oppofe Rimuccini, the 
Pope's Legate,; who afterwards excommunicated 
him at Bruffefs ? .Under this excommunication 
he remained unfha^en in his loyally: Or what is 
there in a regular clergyman's frame fc hoftile to 
bis country, as to' induce the Lord Bifhbp of 
Cloyne to hold him forth as awwirig a fab je ft ion to 
a foreign power? Is riot a man's oath to be be- 

J ^i 

lieved ?' And wh'en" the regular clergy fwear alle- 
giance to their King, is not their oa'th to be relied! 
on ? But the>Lord Bifhop of Cloyne ha^s favoured 
us with a very nice difthicTion'. He Acknowledges' 
that in the ordinary tranfadttons of life between' 
mah and man, the oath of a Catholic may be relied 
on ; bitt when his church is iii danger, then he may 
flacken the reins and bear down the 1 wdtTnds of 
firicerity. . - , , .' ; 

Where lias the' L6rd Bifhop of Cloyne' difcovered 
tilts diflindlion ? Where have the Catholics taught 
that the work of Heaven is to be promoted by the 1 ' 
agency of Hell ? Is the Chriftian religion to be pro- 
moted b ; y fraud, profanation and perjury ? Does 5 
he really believe that the Catholics are ignorant of 
that maxim of faint Paul, evil is not to be done that 
good may arije jrom it ? Non font faci : ehda mala! 
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igt@ye.mant bqna.. Or does he forget that the f&m- 
dalous diftinclion between the oath of a Catholic., 
in the ordinary tranfafiions of life, and the oath in- 
which his religion .is concerned? has been condemned 
by the Catholic Church, ages before it could be 
forefeen that a Bllhop. or any other mortal would 
charge her with fuch a doctrine ? This very dif- 
tindion was the d9clr.ihe of Prifcijlian, who taught, 
his difciples that perjury on the fcore of religion 
was lawful. ~ He was condemned by the council of 
Toledo, arid burnt alive. Speaking of the Catho- 
lics he fays, that men are 'better than their tenets. It 
may be fo. In Sparta, it was a tenet that every 
deformed child mould be expofed and abandoned to 
h-is fates.' Parental affection in'fome might have 
eluded fuch a rigorous Jaw, and thus "proved that 
they, were better than' their tenets* 'It was a tenet 
amongil the inhabitants of the IHe of Cyprus, that . 
inarried women fhould proititute themfelves once 
a year in the Temple of Venus, "" I, doubt not but 
conjugal afFeclipn, and. female modeffy, operated 
with fome to fuch' a degree as to induce therh to 
deteft the tenet ; 'but. I do not believe'that there is 
this clay on eariht, any feel of Ghriftians half ib good 
as their tertejs.' ^They may differ in fpeculative points, 
but the principles of morality'are the. fame. How- 
ever, the Lord Rifhop of Cloyne is beft acquainted 
with his own'tenets,/."and if. they be as charitable 
as himfelf* his neighbours ihould entertain a good 
opinion of his rule of faith.-. However, if the hor- 
rors of violation of FAITH with -beretics\ &c. be 
articles of orthodoxy, certainly not only fome 
Catholics, but all Catholics are letter than their 
tenets ; and without any difparagement to his 
rank or dignity, he will find thoufands amongfl 
them as honeft, upright and honourable as him- 
" ' R felf,. 
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felf, not only from innate principles, but from the 
very tenor of their creed. 

He alarms the Dififenters with the apprehenfions ? 
that if they do not affift him' in keeping the tithes, 
the Catholic clergy will have them 'with the affi fiance of 
a foreign power. Mr. Barber ingeniously anfwers, 
that it is equal to him who has the tithes, whether 
it be Peter 9 Martin, or John, when they are qf no 
benefit to him either with regard to foul or body.' 
If his Lordftiip be afraid that the Catholic clergy 
will deprive him of all the tithes, with the affiflance 
of a foreign power, I can affure him that he has 
nothing to apprehend. Not from foreign ppwers, 
who will never invade Ireland in order to procure 
the tithes for the Catholic clergy. This indeed, 
would be a war of procJors and tithe carters. Fur- 
ther, I can affure his Lprdfhip, that foreign powers 
are more inclined to reduce the revenues of theiy 
own national clergy, than to make war for the 
Catholic clergy of Ireland. But do not the Catho- 
lic clergy believe that tithes are jure diyino ? By 
no means. Whoever reads Father Paul, and 
Father Simon, upon benefices, will fopn difcover 
that tithes are not due to the phriftian prieflhpod 
by gofpel law. Thefe two were Catholic authors. 
Bifhop Barlow and Selden, amongft the Pfote.ftaqtSj 
proved the lame. I would not mention a word 
about them, had I not been forced -into the field 
with the Bimop's foreign power, arid Theophilus's 
jure divino ; and mail fay of them but very little, 
They were not known in the weflern church, 
until about the feventh or eighth century. The 
clergy had influence at that time to prevail on the 
French kings to give, a fanclion to. the {ixth com- 
mandment of the. church- ; Thou /half pay tithes tq 
the clergy. This was a law of difcipiine, liable tp 
change with the times, ane! of -no force but from 
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the fanclion of the fecular power ; for a moral 
and natural right founded oh the words, the labourer 
is 'worthy of his hire; is all that a clergyman can 
plead. In the Greek church tithes are not known 
to this very day.; and in the African church, Saint 
Auguftin would not permit his own church to .be. 
endowed, foreseeing the bad efTeds of the riches 
of the clergy. However in the weft, the pious 
laity, with the fariclion of the power of the ftate, 
endowed each church under the ftricl obligations 
that three dividends mould be made ; one for the 
fupport of the clergyman ; the fecond for. the re- 
paration .of the church, arid the third for the relief, 
of the poor. Such was the original inftitution. 
Some alteration rriuft have teen fince made in the 
manner of carrying into execution the founder's 
intentions ; for the part that was originally defti'n- 
ed for the relief of the poor, now goes to the proc- 
tor. And as to reparation of churches, had the 
White-boys burnt the new church t if the old church 
had not been left to them for a chapel, or had both 
churches fallen to the ground, I am humbly of 
opinion that his Lordfhip of Cloyne would 
fooner apply for a parliamentary grant, than be at 
the expence of contributing the third part of his 
tithes towards the repair of the fabric. Many and 
refined have been the improvements on this nniple 
inftitution of ecclefialtical revenues. 

One would be difpofed to believe that there 
was a certain magic in the number ten. The 
fenfti lamb, the tenth' pig, the tenth chicken, the 
tenth ftieaf, every thing was decimated ; every 
tenth animal that did not grow to the fize of a calf, 
was confecrated to the clergy, except the tenth or- 
phan. Peas, beans, all kinds of garden fluff, were 
furveyed in the name of God and the Church ; . and 
- f hc clergy were compared to the locufts of the re- 

R 2, velations, 



'" f " ' V 

C 134 ) 

"velations, devouring all kinds of herbs that cairn% 
in their way, except fuch as inere noxious. As 
theological difputes divided them in the interim, 
their divifions divided unluckily the flocks, and 
what was more, divided the affections of "the peo- 
ple. Under various changes. of creeds, the lucra- 
tive fylleni remained unaltered. Pope Alexander the- 
Third was the firft who ifTued excommunications 
for the recovery of tithes, atid decreed that. the la- 
bours of the mduftrrous bee mould "contribute to 

""the fupport of the Lord's anointed. ; He ordained 
that every tenth bee-hive mould be fequeflered for 

"the ufe of the church;-. The clergy of the eftablifh- 
ed religion 'in England and Ireland, who borrowed 
their pomp, their fplendpr and hierarchy from the 

'church of Rome, declared 'from their pulpits, that 
the Pope was Anfichrift. Yet in reforming the re- 
ligion of Rome, they improved upon Pbpe Alex- 
ander's fyftem, by infixing upon trie tithes of agifl- 

^inent; * a'nd thus raifedl.be 'claim from a bee to 
a bullock. If Pope Alexander thundered out his 

"excom.muiiicatibns on, the fcore of tithes, they fired, 
blunderbufles in defence o'f thofe remnants of Po- 
pery ; and dead bodie : s. were feeh laid pfortrate in 
fields, in confequeflce of cbntefts'for ebnfecrated 
goods, which in fofmsr %ges the -pious laity had 
deftined for the: fupport of the living. What- 
ever the clergy poffefs 'by '^w, is Certainly their 
right, and mould be fecured to them ; but when 

"people argue, they mould be careful'riot to advance 
"paradoxes ; and that the 'right to tithes is anteridi: 
'to the title' of any -layman to his land, is a paradox 

* This larbarofts word, fo familiar to our Irifh Canonift's, is 
cerived from an old' French word, %riifying to drive a beaft in=. 
to a fiel'd. 
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Indeed!. The knd was inhabited By the laity Be- 
fore Saint Patrick preached the Gofpel. What 
be and his fuceeffors got was a free gift -of the- 
donors ; and no man in his fenfes will deny 
that the fupreme powers of the ftate have a 
'right to alter any fy Herri, for the peace and 
good of the community. I (hall difcufs no further 
the fubject of tithes, as it has been already and 
will be hereafter difcufled by abler pens. If I 
fummed up in a few lines their rife and progrefs, 
it is to (hew the futility of the charge that the #-> 
tholic clergy are intent up&n recovering the tithes f 
this kingdom, with the affcftance of foreign powers*, 
as if they were due jure diyino. Could fuch an 
idle thought occur to any man who did not intend 
to fport with common fenfe ? Will any man of 
fenfe bdieve that the formidable forces of France- 
and Spain would be poured, at yaft expences, into 
this kingdom, in order to reinftate a few Catholic 
-clergymen in the tithes of potatoes, oats, hay, 
I am afhamed to make any further comments, 
Catholic clergy, refuming tithes with the affijlance 
foreign powers!. Lay-impropriators threatened with. 
lofs of the abbey lands which would revert' #? the 
regular clergy !' When the Reformation was butiu- 
its infancy,, and no religion in England at the time^ 
but veered at the breath of each fuceeeding mo- 
narch, what became of the abbey-lands ? In the 
fhort fpace that intervened between the difToluliou 
of abbeys and the reign of Queen Mary, there was 
not fufficient time to found the tithe of prescription,, 
which by the civil law requires a fpace- of thirty 
years for immoveables. When that queen afcend- 
ed the throne feveral of the abbots and priors whofe 
monafteries had been diflblved were living. Were 
not all the abbey-lands confirmed to the lay-pof- 
"feflbrs by Cardinal Pole^ with full authority from 
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the Pope ? And now, under a Prote'ftatat fovereign, 
after a lapfe of more than two centuries, a prelate 
raifes the alarm agairift perfons who thought as 
little of depriving him of his tithes, or the lay gen- 
tlemen of their impropfiations, as the inoffenfive 
citizen thought of depriving of his life a fufpicious 
prince, who, in his uneafy {lumbers, dreamed that 
he cut his throat, and put the innocent man to' 
death, " , 

. I atm in no manner concerned in tithes, but 1 
appeal to his Lordftiip whether, at different times,- 
they have not been the occafion of popular com- 
motions ? Whether, at different time's, the cot- 
tager who plants the potafoe, and the farmer who' 
commits the grain to the earth, does riot realize the 
fable of the man <who fowed the dragon's teeth, <wbicft 
afterwards vegetated into armed inen? Whether ah' 
honourable fupport, free from litigations and wran- 
gles with parimioners of every defcription, would 
not comport more with the dignity of the clerical 
profeflion ? And' whether this be' not the opinion' 
and wifti of the rrioft fenfible clergymen of the efta- 
blimed religion ? If I am afked the reafon why I 
Ihould interfere in tithes ? I arifwer, that' the radi- 
cal caufe of the diftemper being not! removed, if 
may break out at fome future period ; and that 
when the bramble (hoots from the fod which will 
cover me, the wrangles of oppreffed peafants may 
be conftrued into a popijh confederacy. 

His Lordfhip endeavours to refute the Bifhop of 
LandafT's arguments by the difparity of circum- 
rlances, as the number of the DiiTenters of both' 

communions is greater in Ireland. -I take the 

liberty of alking him one queftibn. Is i't becaufe 
there is lefs to do, that the falary of the labourer 
niuft be increafed at the expence of the cottager ? 
Does he really believe that an honeft DiiTenter 
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will be" faved? Does he believe that .an honeft 
Catholic will be faved ? If he does, why this zeal 
for cofiverfion which alarm's the nation ? It is equal 
to any ftate whether the hand that fteers the plough 
dcrofles the forehead or not, provided the man be 
honed and indqftrious. He complains of the zeal 
of the Catholic laity to make converts, and the 
fupinenefs of the Proteftant gentlemen in not con- 
verting Cathojics. Will he, have a Proteflant land- 
lord turn miflionary, and invade the epifcopal 
functions ? If his Lordftiip be fo zealous for 
the falvation of the people, why not learn their 
language ? ; The Catholic miffionaries who pene- 
trated into the vaft empire of China, learned 
the Chinefe, though there are eight hundred let- 
ters in the alphabet, and each letter ftands for a 
word. They converted millions of the people., 
tranflated the writings of their philofophers, and 
brought Europe acquainted with the laws, cuf- 
toms and morals of that fingular country. His 
JLordmip is pot under the neceflity of travelling far 
to learn, the language ; it is at his door. And an 
Englifh paftor may a,s well learn the Trim as Colo- 
nel Vallancey, an EnglLm officer. His Lord (hip 
will excufe this freedom-: it is as a writer who 
called me forth that I addrefs him throughout. My 
refpedl for a bifhop's character is a reftraint which 
I would make off, if a perfon of an inferior rank 
called on Government to bring into difufe the lan- 
guage of a country. It is what conquerors them- 
felvcs feldo.m have 4one. The polifhed French- 
man has never attempted to abolifh the low dialect 
of the Breton ; the grave Spaniard leaves the 
Bifcayen to the ufe of his fpeech;. and the Englifh 
have not abolilhed the Welch or Erfe. The IriQi 
muft have the badge of fcorn. As to converfioris 
made by the Catholic laity, I do not find it an eafy 
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matter. Fafts, confeffion of fins, the belief of 
inyfteries which furpafs and feem to contradict the 
very fenfes, penal laws and legal qualifications, 
are too great inducements to converfion. Suppofe 
that a Proteftant, ftruck with the fame arguments, 
which made fome German princes, Chillingworth, 
and Dryden, to embrace the Catholic faith ; fup~ 
pofe a Proteftant of any feet became a Catholic, 
the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne, upon the very princi- 
ples of the Reformation, which allows freedom of 
thought and the right of private judgment, could 
not in equity cenfure him. Every one is free 
to embrace the religion that feems bed to him., 
It is the privilege of nature ; and a convert to the 
Catholic religion is fu:fficiently punifhed by a con- 
formity that deprives him almofl of every privilege. 
Many a learned man has quitted the Lord Bifhop 
of Cloyne's communion. The famous Whifton, 
wrote to the Archbimop of York and Canterbury^ 
afligning the reafons of his feparation from the 
church of England. And not long ago Lindfay 
Yefigned. his benefice, in order to offer up his pray- 
ers to one God in one perfon, and expunged the 
name of Chrift from the collect. The Lord Bifhop 
of Cloyne would make a more glorious conqueft in 
reclaiming Doctor Prieftly and Lindfay, than if he 
converted a hundred Irifh peafants. I fee no rea- 
fon for alarming the nation with the danger of the 
church. Little did the world imagine a few cen- 
turies ago that a fingle German friar would have 
fhaken the pontifical throne, and brought about 
the moft aftoniming revolution that the world ever 
beheld. Ever fince that memorable sera the Pro- 
teftant religion, from" a fmall beginning, is rapidly 
increafmg. When there were Catholic kings on 
the throne, it gained ground. It is then very much 
put of feafon now to alarm three kingdoms with 
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fne news' that at this moment the church of Ireland ii 
in imminent danger of fiibverjion. 

The Lord Bifhop" of Cloyrie believes two facra- 
ments necefiary to falvatjon-. If he could gain over 
to the eftabUfhed churcn all the irihaoitants of Ire- 
land who believe that neither is neeeffary to falva- 
tion, it would be a great acquifitibn to the efta- 
blifhed religion-. His Lord 111 ip ad verts to the totat 
indifference of many for every kind of religion. 
Could he but kindle the flames of piety anfd fervour 
in the breafts of fuch people, it would be of infi- 
nite advantage. 4nd if he could keep within the 
pale of the eltablimed church, . fuch as are willing 
to form, modes of wormip for themfelves, or re- 
claim fucn as have quitted 'it wi'thin thofe many 
years, without becoming Catholics, he would leave 
no room to complain of the majority of Diflenters. 
What a field is open here for paftoral zeal ! It F 
is a Herculean talk indeed, and worthy of a prelate 
of diftinguimed abilities, But want of baptifm, 
Deifrri, feparation from the eilablifhed church, 
and altar again ft altar', cannot draw forth the peri 
of the Lord Bilhop of Cloyne. The ftability of 
tithes and the downfal of Popery are his only 
themes. The wag on the ftage received many a 
plaudit who, oh being alked his religion, ^anfwered 

that he loved a pot of porter and hated popery. " 

Let a Theophilus abufe Catholics and revile Mr. 
G'Leary ; he is called an able 'writer in the begin- 
ning, and excufed oh the' fcbfe of his appfehenfions 
for thefafety of religion at the end of a pamphjet. 
Cargoes of abflrads agairift popery are daily i'tn- 
ported from England; luckily they arrive out of 
feafon ; for the nation knows the purport of them. 
If violation of faith with heretics be the reafon. of the 
Lord Bimop of Cloyne's attack, the Catholics dif- 
cflaim it on .oath. And whoever does not believe 
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tfie oafh of an boneft man, deferves no a'nfwep. 
'1 here is addrefs and ingenuity in laying fo often 
a ftrefs upon the word- heretics. When mentioned 
by the Lord Bimop of Cloyne, it qpnveys an idea 
that the Catholics alone consider thofe who are 
reared out of their church as heretics. Hi's Lord- 
fhip will, 1 hope, have the generofity fo divide 
t'he imputation with Mr. Q'Leary. Does the church, 
of England acknowledge that there are no heretics? 
Have not her biihops pronounced them as fuch 
after a canonical trial ? Has not the civil magif- 
trate, nurfed in her bofom, doomed them to the 
faggot ? The inquifition could do no more. For 
the eccleHafiical judge barely coniines hirnfelf to a 
declaration that fuch doclrirre is heretical. The 
rnagiilrate, armed with the power of the law, pro- 
Bounces ientence, and fees k carried into execu- 
tion. 

Doclor Godolphki, a Proteflant canonift, in his 
Abridgement of the Ecclefiaftical Laws of England, 
after Sir Edward Coke, calls hereiy a leprojy of 
the foul'* ; and gives a defcription o? no lefs than 
one hundred and thirty-feven herefies. If he was 
now living he could add to the catalogue many new 
dodrines, which the Lord Biftiop of Cloyne would 
declare (Orange and' erroneous by his confecration 
t)ath. Human victims were feen marching to the 
ffake with faggots on their backs to purge in the 
flames the pollution of herefy, under a Proteftant 
Elizabeth and a Protcftant James, as under a half 
Catholic Henry and a Catholic Mary. And thofe. 
grange and erroneous doclrines which the Lord Bimop 
of Cloy ne promifes by his confecration oath to banijh 
and drive away., baniflied and drove a<way efFeclually 
piflenters and Catholics into the wilds of Ameri- 

* Godolphin Repertsriiim Canonicwn,- 



a, in the reign of , that James, whom the Lord 
Bimop of Cloy ne applauds 'for his wife faying, 
No Bifoop no King. Thole ftrange . and erroneou-s 
doctrines, banished and drove a-wav'ihe Catholic 
Lord -BALTIMORE, into Maryland, for bowing at tie 
name of Jefus ; and that great PENN, who deferved 
half the .worJd, for teaching Sovereigns : how to go- 
vern the. ether. They bar.ijbed and 'drove away 
Penn into Pennfylvania, for not bowing at all ; for 
having rejected the ceremony .of the hat, and wear- 
ing a few flat buttons on a plain unornamented 
coat. Thofe two great men, perfecuted for their 
grange .erroneous doflritijts, and frill diametrically op- 
pofite in religious principles, planted their colo- 
nies where they granted free toleration to all mor- 
tals ; and where man is now reftored to the inde- 
lible charter, which the free-born mind is intitled 
to plead. They refem'bled the two brave foldiers, 
who were always quarrelling by the irrigation of 
their comrades, without knowing why. A general 
rout came on, in the flight they both fell into a 
deep pit. Said one, if I kill you, what mall I be- 
nefit by your death ? your putrified body will {rifle 
me. The other retorted in the fame, tone; they 
faw the common danger, and agreed ; one leapt on 
the moulders of the other, and reached the verge 
of the pit, out of which he helped his fellow- fuf- 
ferer. They both retired in peace, and lived ever 
after in amity. Lord Baltimore and Penn did the 
fame. 

The recollection .of fuch melancholy fcenes 
induces me to applaud my Lord Bifhop of Cloyne, 
for declaring in his introduction, that it is not his 
vbjgfl to .eni/er into the defence of ecclefiajlicai eftablijb- 
ments in general. It would be a heavy talk indeed, 
fince the beginning of ecclefiailical eftablifhments 
until of late, fovereigns feduced by , the counfels of the 
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Clergy, became the executioners of their 
The minifters of a religion, one of whofe princi- 
pal laws is a law of eternal love, became the apo- 
logifts of calamities, that fwept from the face of 
the earth, or opprefled to this very day, God's nor 
bleft images, upright, virtuous, and dauntlefs 
men. Like the warrior in the Scriptures, they 
ftept into the fancluary to grafp the barbarir 
an's fword wrapt up in the ephpd. 'The code 
of temporal laws, teeming with fanclions againft 
robbers and murderers, was fwelled to the furprize 
and deftruclipn of mankind, with additional de- 
crees againft: heretics an.d fapifts. The inoffenfive 
citizen, whp from an apprehenfion of offending the 
jdeity, by acting againft his confcience, was con- 
fined in Jihe.fame dungeon, or doomed to the fag- 
got or axe with the parricide, who laid afide 
every reftraint of moral obligation. The fcrip- 
tures were adduced in juftification of the fanguin'a- 
ry confufipn. Out of every contefted verfe there 
iilued a fury armed with a quibble and a poniard, 
who infpirecl mankind at once with folly and 
cruelty, and Europe became one wild altar, on 
which every religious feel offered up human vic- 
tims to its creed. Such are the effccls of eccle- 
iiaflical eftablifhmenj:s in a long fucceffion of ages. 
The effects aicribed tp them 'by the right reve- 
rend author, as infufing morality as a collateral aid 
to the check of the law, would have been produced 
in a more heavenly manner ? by religion uncon- 
trouled by the terror of penal fanclions ; and its 
rays never (hone brighter than when its miniflers 
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had no other fword to enforce it, but the two edg- 
ed fword of th.e peaceful dodrine of its Author. 
It is not then to the lenity of ecclejiaftical ejlablifo- 
ments, that men are indebted for the freedom they 
enjoy, but to the lenity of the ft ate ; and to the 
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Exalted fouls and enlarged minds of the jjjuftrious 
fenators, who have caft off the fable weeds of 
prieftly bigotry, to put on the bright and radiant 
livery of enlightened reafbn, which religion en- 
larges into an extenfive afylum, jnftead of con- 
tracting into a narrow and favourite fpot, which it 
is penal (feut for a few) to look at. The gloom 
which the Lord Bjlhop of Cloyne's pamphlet has 
fpread on every countenance, and the mutual dif- 
truft and jealoufy which have fucceeded the ftricl:- 
,eft fincerity and amity fince the publication of his 
performance, are no mighty recommendations of 
ecckfiaftical eftablijhments : The blood of fifty mil- 
lions of men, cut off by the fword of perfecuti- 
.on, fince the ftate unfheathed it in defence of ec- 
clejiaftical ejiablijbments The bppreflion, banifh- 
ment and imprifonment of as many more! The 
blood of theflain cries from under the altar, to the 
powers of the earth, -^ Leave your fubjetts free, 
Let the priefts pray ; ^but do not- draw the fword in 
defmce of their prayers ', for they will never pray 
alike. 

I mould never have mentioned tithes, left any of 
the eftablifhed clergy mould imagine I envied 
them what in former times belonged to the Ca- 
tholic clergy, and which the laws now fecure to 
the clergy of the eftablilhed church. ; but when I 
faw in a pamphlet, of which the Lord Bifhop of 
Cloyne becomes the eulogift, a heavy and infa^- 
mous cbarge, that the Ca;holic clergy confider 
tithes due to themfeJves jure drj'ino^ and encou- 
rage the laity to plunder the Proteftant minifters 
for their own benefit, I gave a fhort account of 
their origin. In my addrefles to the white^boys, 
the reader can fee in what manner I enforced the 
payment of them. The Lord Bimop of Cloyne 
was unthankful to me ; in return, J paid my com- 
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pliments to tithes and ecclefiaftical eftablifhments,. I 
co n fid er, both as oppreffive in Ireland, andelfewhere. 
If I do not fpeak with all that jTojtnefs of church- 
men, with which I certainly would have fpoken 
upon another occafion ; it is not certainly from any 
difrefpecl for the ecclefiaftical profeflion. Severity 
regards fuch as have at different times abufed 
their facred characters from want of charity, or 
from want of difmtereftednefs, or both. The 
worthy are not to be confounded with the unwor- 
thy, no more than the chaff mould be confounded 
with the pure and wholefome grain. 

I w.im the Lord Bifh'op of Cloyne had called me 
forth in more favourable circumftances, and in a ge- 
neral caufe ; but he calls me forth under theheavieft 
provocations, after having declared , himfelf the 
apologift of aTheophiius, who exh.au fts the gloffary 
of Billingfgate in a perfonal. abufe. " Whoever 
'* reads his Lordfhip's pamphlet, muft confider the 
" Catholic prelates as perjurers ; the laity as ene- 
'* mies to the conftitution, from a view to the re- 
venues of the church, with the afliftance. of fo- 
reign power ; and Mr. O'Leary, feditious with a 
train of agitating friars and Romifh miffionaries," 
If there be a plurality of worlds, I muft have been 
born in the planet of Saturn, if I did not feel a 
certain warmth after fuch a provocation. 

It cannot be expected that I will lofe the little 
time I have to fpare from my more important 
functions, in anfwering anonymous writers, or 
even authors who may prefix their names to pam- 
phlets. The only perfon I iball take the trouble 
of aafwering is the Lord Bimop of Cloyne. 
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Rev. Mr. O'LEARY T s ADDRESS to the COMMON 
PEOPLE of IRELAND, particularly to fuch of them af- 
ore called WHITE-BOYS. 

Brethren and Countrymen j 

AddrefTed you before in the time of open war, when 
the enemies of your King and Country were within view of 
our coaffs. Yoar prudent and peaceable conduct, at that 
critical time, anfwered the expectations of your infcruftors, 
and procured you the countenance and approbation of your 
rulers. The defencelefs cottager was protected by the 
honefty of his neighbour. Order and tranquillity reigned- 
all over the land* Each member of the community was 
fecurein his refpecrive rights and property. And whilff.the 
plains of America were dyed with blood, and England was 
convulfed by the infurre&ions of the lower claflfes, who were 
either cut off by the army,, or atoned on the gallows far 
the violation of the laws, ye felt the happy ef?ets of a 
quiet and orderly conduct. 

Nature and Religion, my brethren, recommend this 
peaceable and orderly conduct to man. To a peaceable 
and orderly conduct, nature annexes our happinefs, and 
religion enjoins it as a duty. We are born with inclina- 
tions for order and peace, and we have the happinefs to 
live under the wife laws of a gofpel, whofe counfels and 
precepts, vvhpfe threats and promifes infpire the union of 

the 



( 146 ) 

the hearts, and to do to others as we would wifh to be? 
done by. 

Whence then thofe disturbances which of late have been : 
occafioned by fome of you in the Ciocefe of Cloyne, and 
which now begirt to reach to the Diocefe of Cork? You 
will tell me, that yo'ur grievances are the caufe. I doufrt 
it not, my brethren ; but ftill, under our grievances are we 
to forget that we are Chriftians? Under our grievances, are 
we to forget that the Pi evidence of God has made an un-> 
equal distribution of the goods of this life, referving a per- 
fect equality for the next? Under our grievances, are we 
to forget that when our diftreffes are not the effects of our 
crimes,, or imprudence, fefi'gnation to the" will of Heaven 
becomes an indifp'erifable duty ? Are we to forget that the 
way of the Crofs is the road to the Crown; 1 and that al- 
though religion does not condemn thefe diflincYionsofrank,, 
fortune, and authority eftabliflied by Providence, for the 
fubordination of fubje&s, and the tranquillity of States, yet- 
there are more promifes made in the Scriptures, in favour 
of thofe who fuffer, than in favour of thofe who live in eafe 
afjd opulence. And although the gates of falvatron are 
open to the rich who make good trie" of their wealth, as they 
are to the poor who fuffer with patience,- yet the Scripture 
declares that they are narrower for the former than for the 
latter. In this life there muft be grievances which no hu- 
man wifdom can redrefs. The inconveniencies arifing 
from them are counterbalanced by the expectation of a bet- 
ter, promifed- by the Divine Author of our religion, who- 
has fet os t'be example of patience a=nd fullering. The 
foldier,- led on by his General, encounters death with intre- 
pidity in hopes of victory r wnich foon after vanifrtes as 
fmoak. And ffiall a- Chriftian, called to an immortat 
Crown, refufe to follow his King, who rears up the ban- 
ners of the crofs, and cries out y Take up yvnr crofs and follow 
me'tii the paths to et er rial life ? To a worldling plunged in the 
luxuries of life, fuch an addrefs will appear infipid : But 
on you who are not loft to the feelings of religion, it will 
have a different efe&. Perhaps when he comes to that 
part of it in which mention is made of croffes and fujjer ings, 
he will lay it afide y and fay,- Mr* O'Leary Jbbuld write to 
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thofe people in another ftjle> Qnd threaten them with curjet, e%~ 
communications, halters and gibbets. No, my brethren, curfes 
and excommunications lofe their effet, ; when laviflied with 
too much profufion. Truth muft not be made odrous by 
the harih manner in which it is conveyed. The nature of 
man is fuch that he is gained upon by example and fweet- 
jnefs more than by rudenefa and fe verity. He is apt to hate 
the hand that is raifed up to flrike him, though it be for. 
his correction ; ; but he loves the hand that is ftretched out 
to cure him. Sweetnefs, tendernefs, charity, flYouId form 
the principal character of a Clergyman, and become the 
predominant fpirit of his functions. They were not Iion3 9 
but lambs,' which our Saviour fent to preach his gofpel. ; 
ft is to their patience, their mildnefs, their prayers and 
fufferfngs that we are indebted for the converfi'on of the 
worldj and the propagation of our Miniftry. "And I fhould 
be very forry that you would derive no benefit from my in-, 
flructions but a firing of curfes, which perhaps you wouldf 
get by heart from no other view than to vent them upon 
your children in a fit of angef or refentrrient. As to halters 
and gibbets, the befi: way to reftfain the hand, is to change ; 
fhe hearty which,- when r'egulated by., the gofpel law, will 
facrifice the hand fooner than give ofFence. 

However, my brethren,' it, is not in the nature of maa 
fo fufFer under grievances which' he can lawfully remove, 
ft is when the remedy fails,' of cannot be lawfully had, that 
patience becomes our only and moft falutary refource; and 
I appeaTto fuch of you as have been guilty of any outrages,' 
whether the fteps you have taken to redrefs your grievances 
be either conformable to the laws of God or nature,' or whe- , 
ther they can ever anfwef any other purpofe than that of 
drawing oh yourfelves the vengeance of the law.' Ls it an. 
effecliual mode of redreffing grievances to crop the ears of 
your neighbour's horfe, r to deflroy a rick of corn, the 
6nly refource of a poor induflrioirs farmer who Has no other 
means to pay his rent, and who, thruft into prifon by a mer- 
cilefs landlord, will be for entire year's, perhaps for life, view- 
ing on the.walls of a gloomy prlfon, 1 the cruel marks of your 
barbarity? Whence arofe the favage cuftom of houghing 
Sl'e rtioff" harmlefs and lifefiil of anirriahv th.e horfe, the' 
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cow ? . We read of nations not enlightened by the chriffia-n 
religion, yet figure to thernfelves a fupreme Being, the 
fountain of teri'dernefs arid mercy. Thefe people think it 
a fin to deprive any creature of that life which the fupreme 
being has given it, and confequently never eat fim or flem. 
To guard againft the love of pleafure, and to check the 
defires which may arife from the fight of any objefib, fome 
of the-ai pluck out their eyes, afiedging that if they have 
fliut two doors againft their paflions,, they have opened a 
thoufand doors to wifdom by qualifying themfelves for the 
undiftrated contemplation of Heavenly things. The Gof- 
pel does not require fuch feverity from you. But I appeal 
to yourfclves if thefe Pagans will not rife up in judgment 
againft the Chriftians who are guilty of ats of cruelty? 
What, my brethren, have you forgotten the command- 
ments of God, who takes your neighbour's ox and horfe 
under his protection for when he forbids us to covet them^ 
Be commands us not to injure them; You will tell me 
that if you have cropped two or three hosfes and burnt fome 
ricks of corn, the injury has been done only to Parifh Proc- 
tors, thofe leeches whom you confider as your greateft op- 
prefTors, who every feafon do you infinitely more harm. 
But this is a weak plea in the eyes of God, who commands 
us to love our enemies, and to do good to thofe who- do us 
harm. Who after fecuring man's life and reputation by the 
fifth commandment, that fays, thou fhalt not ///;, and" his 
honour and domeftic tranquillity, by the fixth, which fays, 
ihou Jb alt not commit adultery, becomes himfelf the watchful 
guardian of his temporal fubftance; by the feventh, which 
fays, thou jbalt not jleal y and flifles in the heart every defire 
of fraud and injuftice by the ninth. The commandment 
being general extends to all. Hence he fcreens the poor 
from the oppreffion of the rich. Forbids the poor under 
pretence of poverty to wafte or plunder the property of the 
rich, and eftablifhes the general and permanent peace of 
ibciety on the love of our enemies, and that maxim of the 
Jaw of nature, not to do to others what we would not wifh 
to be done to us ; much lefs will the quality of a Pfoftor 
exctife you In the eyes of the law, which punifhes the crime 
y/ithcut any regard to the quality of the injuries or injured. 

lam- 



I am -liappy to find .that thefe difturbances have ceafed 
.after a very fhort duration, and though mightily magnified 
.at a diftance, have been confined but to a few parishes in. 
the Diocefes of Cloy.ne and Cork, and that but few mif- 
:guided perfons have been concerned in them. But I am 
forry you have adopted a new plan, which however mo- 
derate, and though certainly founded on your poverty on 
one hand, and the oppreflive manner of collecting the tithes 
on the other, is very improper, and may prove of the moil 
-fatal confequence to yourfeives. The following caution, 
which however it may involve yourfeives in trouble, if car- 
ried into execution, yet will convince the .kingdom, that 
the few breaches of the peace which happened in this coin- 
ty, have not originated in a fpirit of rebellion, as has been 
infidioufly and fcandalouily infinuated. The following cau- 
tion, I fay, has been, within thefe few days, affixed to the 
gates of parilh Churches and Chapels : 

COPY, 

<* You are hereby cautioned not to pay Minifter's Tithes, 
only in the following manner, vi?,. potatoes, 45. per acre, 
wheat and barley, is. 6d. per acre, oats and meadows, is. 
per acre Roman Catholic Clergy to receive for marriages, 
55. for baptifm, is. 6d. for anointing and vifitation of the 
fick, is. for mafs, is. for confeffion, 6d-; you are hereby 
warned not to pay Clerk money, * nor any other dues con- 
cerning marriages; be all fure not to go to any expences 
at your confeffing turns, but let them partake of your owfl 
-fare." 

It is needlefs to remind you of what the Dublin Shop- 
keeper has already informed you of, that pofting up no- 
tices is a mifdemeanor punifhable by law, and that your 
imprudence may hurry you unwarily into feveral branches 
of theclaufesof the White-boy At, that decree death againft 
.offences, which perhaps to you may not feem of fuch im^ 
; portance. You may in like manner be led into the fnare 

& Thefe Clerks are fuch as attend on Priefls, 
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.by imagining that this a& is not now in force. It is in full 
force until the month of June in the year feventeen hunl 
fdred and eighty-feven. Many andfevere are the claufes of 
that act, and though an English writer fays that they are 
better calculated for the meridian of Barbary, than for a 
chri Mian country,* yet the feverer they are, the more you 
fhould be on your guard. Confider the danger to which 
you are expofed from the logic and eloquence of Crown 
l^awvers, the perjury of witnefles, or the prejudices of 
Juries I am informed that the one who is to fwear againft 
Ibrnp of you s who are now in gaol, is one of the greateft 
villains in the kingdom, and efcape.d the gallows fome 
years ago. 

But to return to the caution. Pray, my brethren, what 
right have you to curtail, of your own authority, the in- 
come of the Prpteftant Clergy ? I mail not go over the fame 
ground trodden already by the Dublin Shopkeeper, on this 
fubjccT:. He proves, that if the tithes became the pro- 
perty of the laity, they would raife their rents in propor- 
tion. Or is it becaufe that from the earlieft ages of the 
world thofe who believed in the true God, have confecrat- 
ed to him, a part of the fruits of the earth, you will think 
it an heavier burthen to pay the fame thing, becaufe it was 
in conformity to the law of God, that the laws of chriflian 
flates have appointed it ? You know that the rules of juf- 
. tice extend to all without exception, and that to ufe the 
familiar phrafe, every one ftiould have his own, whether 
he be Proteftant or Catholic, Turk or Chriftian. It j's 
more your intereft than you 'imagine that the Profe.ftant 
Clergy of this country fhould be maintained in their rights. 
-For many ages you have been defencelefs, deftitute of any 
protection againft the power of your landlords, your clergy 
liable to tranfportation or death. The mild and tolerating 
fpirit of the cleigy of the eflablifhed religion has been the 
only fubftitute for all other refources. " They trained up 
from' their early days the Proteftant Nobility and Gentry in 
the principles of morality and virtue. If they preached 
againfl Purgatory, they enforced charity. If they denied 

"* See Toung's Tour in Ireland, 
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the real prefcn.ce, they took fpeciai care to inform their 
flock, that whoever does injuftice to any one, either in his 
property or reputation, is unworthy to approach the Com- 
munion. If they denied that the Pope is Head of the 
Ckurch, they taught their congregation that no man is to 
be injured on account of his religion, and-that chriftifinity 
knows no enemy. As by nature we are prone to vices of 
every kind, and that the earlieft impreflions are the ftrongeft, 
had it not been for thofe principles which they inftilled into 
the minds of their hearers, long before now your landed 
proprietors in this country would have treated you as Turks, 
who think it no fcruple to vidate the beds of the Jews, and 
warn the hufbandsthat if they come into their houfes whilft 
they are doing them this injuftice, they will cut off their 
heads. 

Is it then to gentlemen of this defcription, the children 
of the fir/1 families in the kingdom, the inftructors of the 
rnoft powerful part of the community, the mod moral and 
edifying amongft them, the moft charitable and humane, 
.that a handful of poor men are to prefer i be laws, tending to 
diminifh the fupport of their offspring, deftined to fill one 
day the moft important offices in the State ? What ! a Rev. 
Archdeacon Corker, a Rev. Archdeacon Tifdall, a Rev. 
Mr. Chetwood, a Rev. Mr. Weekes,a Rev. Mr. Meade, a 
Rev. Mr. Kenny, who fpent his time and fortune amongfl: 
yeu, relieving your wants, and changing part of his houfe 
into an apothecary's fhop to fupply you with medicines, 
which yourfelves could not purchafe, muft from an appre- 
henfiori of violence quit hishouffe, at the threfhold of which 
appeared fo many Lazarus's with their fores not licked by 
his dogs, but fomented or bathed with his own hands ; not 
defining to be fed with the crumbs that fell from his table, 
but replenifhed to fatiety with his own fare ! many more 
of thefe Gentjemen could I mention, and I afk yourfelves 
whether you would benefit the more by having their pro- 
perty curtailed ? ffill I know that you are oppreffed. and im- 
poverifhed more than any fet of the lower claffes of people 
on earth. And by that notice you have potted up, it ap- 
pears that it is far from your thoughts to overturn what is 
dlabiiihed by law, but to lighten the burthen. It is not 
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in the -tithes thernfelves that the oppreffion lies, but in the 
manner of railing their value, and collecting them. The 
eftablifhed Clergy themfelves, whofe dignity and functions 
do not permit them to ta-ke on themfelves the difagreeable 
office, and whs on the other hand if they took your notes, 
which perhaps s you would be unwilling or unable to pay 
when they wouM become d.ue, would feel too much in 
being obliged to fue a fet of poor people in a Court of 
Juftice. The eftabliflied Clergy themfelves, I fay, are 
perplexed. They a : re not inclined to opprefs you on one 
hand, and none can expefit that they will part with their 
rights on the other. And as for your parts, you cannqt 
be judges in your own caufe. f he fupreme power of the 
ftate alone is competent to determine the mode of redrefs, 
which is too intricate a matter for me to determine. It is 
doubtlefs the intereft of your landlords not to have a wretch- 
ed and beggarly tenantry. It is in like manner their in- 
tereft to fupport amongft their tenants a due fubordination 
to their refpetive Paftors. For the generality of man- 
kind, can haye no other rule, but their inftru&ion, where- 
by to regulate their moral condut. The impreffions of 
religion, and the dread of an invifible Judge, the confciou? 
witnefs of our actions, are ftronger than the terror of human 
lavys, which are often eluded by privacy and feveral other 
.ways, and when once we fhake off the authority of religion, 
when opportunity offers, we are ready to (hake off the 
authority of our matters. Prefent a memorial of whatever 
grievances you fuffer to your refpe6tive landlords, who I 
ftould hope, will tranfmit it to their friends in Parliament. 
If Parliament cannot ftrike put a plan, you have no remedy 
whatever but that patience which I before recommended to 
you, apd which ibftens the afflictions of fufferers. In a 
word, without the interpofition of the fupreme power of 
the ftate, you muft either bear with patience the grievances 
of which you complain, or fuffer an ignominious death, 
or feek for a better fituation in remote countries, where 
there is more encouragement, and where thoufands of your 
Proteftan.t fellow fubje<5ts ? lefs opprefled than you are, have 
.taken fh.eher. 

- As 
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As to the regulations you have made with regard to the 
flues of your own Clergy, it is a landing maxim with all 
States where there are feveral religions, and but one efta- 
blifhed by law, not to grant any legal redrefs for non-pay- 
ment of dues but to the Clergy of the eftablifhed religion, 
fuch as the Clergy of the Church of England here and in 
England; the Lutheran Clergy in Sweden, and the Pref- 
byterian Clergy in Holland, Geneva, and elfewhere. Free 
toleration of religion, and the voluntary contributions of rhofe 
of their own profeffion, are the only refources of the Cler- 
gy who are not of the religion of the State. I confider it 
your duty, nay your intereft to' fupport them in a decent 
manner according to your abilities. And this fupport mould 
appear to you the lefs burthenfome, as there is no compul- 
fion, which in general makes the receiver difagreeable to 
thofe who give when compelled, and deprive the giver of 
the merit of what he contributes, when he contributes more 
from compulfion than from duty and charity. On this 
head then, we can literally apply the words of St. Paul, 
in his fecond epiflle to the Corinthians, chap. 9. Every man 
according as hepurpojeth in his heart, fo let him give : not grudg- 
ingly, or of necejjity ; Jor God lewth a chearjul giver. Chriffc 
himfelf who in every page of the fcriptures preaches up the 
renunciation of ourfelves, ftill declares that the labourer is 
worthy of his hire. And St. Paul, the patron of difmter- 
eftednefs and mortification, declares that thofe who ferve 
the altar, fiiould live by it, and that fuch as feed the flock, 
are entitled to a mare of the milk. It is your own intereft 
that your Pallors be maintained with decency, that in a 
country where Gentlemen of a different religion efleem the 
Catholic Clergy more for their outward appearance and 
conduct, than for their profc-ffion, your Paftors fhould ap- 
pear with decency, and that in country parifh.es where even 
in the dead of night they are obliged to go feven or eight 
miles, and perhaps more to relieve a dying perfon, they 
fhould have a horfe in order to be enabled to give you every 
affiftance with the utmoft expedition in thefe prefling mo- 
ments, when (if ever) delays are the moil dangerous. 

Nor, my brethren, mould you difregard my remarks ort 
'his fubje&j becaufe I-ajn'a Clergyman, You know that 
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for the fpace of- fifteen years fmce my arrival in this court* 
try, weddings and baptifms are quite out of my line, yet I 
never ceafed to exhort and inftrut you to the utmcft of my 
abilities. ' ... 

The remainder oF my Addrefs. is unavoidably deferred till 
the next publication - 9 and, my Brethren, learneflly entreat 
you to follow tire advice of thofe who wih you well, who 
have your intereft at heart, who fofefee the danger that 
threatens you, and of which you are riot fufficiently aware. 
You will find the advantage of peace and tranquillity. 
None can wifli it with more fincerity, than your affectionate 
fervarit, 

A. O'LEARY. 

Cork, Feb. 18, 1786. 



Rev. Mr. O'LEARY's SECOND ADDRESS, to (Ke 
COMMON PEOPLE of IRELAND, particularly to fads 
of them as are called WHITE-BOYS. 

Brethren and Countrymen^ 

AR be it from me to oppofe (were it in my power) the 
redrefs of your grievances. But, I repeat if, by your 
manner of redrefling them,- the remedy is worfe than the 
diforder. I would rather pay my tithes, let them be ever 
fo oppreifive, than put my neck, in the halter by difturbing 
the peace of fociety, and violating the laws of the realnV 
let them be ever fb fevere. No rulers on earth will permit 
any order of men to overturn eftablifhed laws, by private 
authority. They will Hfttn to the grievances of trie fubje6r;, 
b'ut they will relerve to themfelves the mode of redrefs. 
. can never make the people happy but by keeping 
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iriem fubjeci to authority, and by making this fubje&iofi a' 
eafy and reconcileable to them as the exigencies of the ftate 
tvill permit. The multitude is too fickle and inconftant 
for governing itfelf. It cannot be happy without fubordi- 
flation to order and authority: If it once ffrikes out of the 
path of obedience to the laws, there is an end of Govern- 
ment. Troubles, diffenfions, civil wars, and impunity for 
the moft atrocious crimes, mud be the refult. And in this' 
ftate of convurlfioni the marl who complained of grievances 
before, under the ruling powers,- will feel heavier grievances 
from his neighbour, who, unrertrained by law, will become 
his murderer oroppreflbr. If we were prifoners of war in 
an enemy's country $ we are bound by the laws of God and 
nations to behave in a peaceable manner, much more fo 
when we form members of the fame fociety,- governed by 
the fame Sovereign and the fame laws. 

But what furprrfes me moft with regard to the notice you 
have ported up, whereby you caution each Parimioner not 
to give but fo much for Tithes, and fo much to the Roman 
Catholic Clergy, is, that you bind yourfelves by oath to abide 
by this regulation. Had you entered into a refolution not 
to pay but fouf millings tithes for every acre of potatoes,- 
&rc. a court of juftice would determine whether you were 
right or wrong.- And in cafe you were caft at law, as in 
all appearance you Would be, the payment of the tithes, 
and the coftsof thefuit would be the only difadvantage you 
would labour under. But here, by one oath you fall into' 
a double fnare : You perpfex and entangfe your confciences' 
on one hand, and on the other you put yourfelves in the 
power of the law. 

Upon a former occafiori I explained to you, the nature 
of oaths, and the horror of perjury. And altho' you have 
not perjured yourfelves infwearing to your own resolutions^ 
as it was not to a lie you fwore, yet permit me to tell yotiy 
that your oath was ram, and fo far a profanation of the 
mod facred name of God. It is with the great eft re- 
lu&ance a man (Hould fwear at all,-even in a juft caufe, and 
from convic-tion. We read in fome Jewifii authors, that 
t'he awful name of the Divinity was uttered but once a year 
by the High Prieft, at the folemn Benediction, after puri- 



himfclf, and wafhing his hands .in the blood of the 
victim that was offered. up, before he entered the San&uary, 
The veneration alfo of the Heathens for their falfe Gods, 
was fuch, that in the beginning no oaths were cuftomary, 
from a reverence to the Deity. Princes ratified the mofl- 
folemn treaties by joining hands. And in the ages of he- 
roifm, the warrior thought himfelf' fufficiently engaged to 
hisGeneral by looking at the military ftandard erefted upon 
an eminence, with the image of the tutefary God painted 
on the banners. S-uch was the veneration of all nations for 
the awful name of the )eity,-and the fan&ity of that maxim 
of holy writ, that we are not to trifle with holy things 
Compare your conduct with that of the primitive inhabi- 
tants of the world, you who fhou!d-be flruck with a greates? 
awe as having a more perfect knowledge of the true God,, 
and yet make it a part of your Sunday's devotion to hand 
the book to each other in order to fwear to \frhat muft be 
deliructive to yourfelves, and injurious to the rights of 
others,-^;?*; will /wear to the Lord your Goct } fays the fcrip- 
ture, in truth, in judgment, and in righteoufnefs, or juftice. 
It is not fufficient for the lawfulnefs of an oath, that whatever 
we fwsar to be true. It requires moreover that the oath be 
attended with judgment, that is to fay, that the object of 
it be not raft ; there murt be neceffity and prudence. 
There rnuft be alfo jujiice, otherwife the name of God is 
profaned, and the oath i ; s not binding. When Herod 
fwore that he would give his daughter whatever (he would 
afk him, he was guilty of murder in giving her the head 
of John the Baptift, and of profanation in calling on God 
as the witnefs and fancfton of his cruelty. You fwear that 
you will pay but fotir fiillings for an acre of potatoes, &c. 

When St. Angurtine lays down as a maxim that the 
faws of every State regulate the property of the fubjec^,- 
and that whatever we poftefs muft be in confequene'e of the 
determination of the Taw ; when St. Paul commands us to 
pay honour to whom honoiir, and tribute to whom tribute 
is due, can the moil learned Cafuifl determine that you are 
bound to pay no more than the precife fu'm of four /hillings 
for an acre ? Your oath then is the fame thing as if you 
fwore in the following manner : L fwear by this book that I 
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voill .do fuch a thing whether it be right or wrong. Is fuch 
an oath juft ? In like niann.gr let me fuppofe that after 
this oath, you may be fued at law for the tithes, and for 
non-payment be caft into prifon, or have your little property 
diflrained 'What will be the conference ? You muft 
either break your oath, or remain in prifon, or have your 
poor families ruined. Thus your oath is the fame as if it 
were as follows : / /wear by this book,- thai I will either 
break this oath, or rot in prifon, cr ruin my family. Is there 
judgment, is there prudence in this ? Add to this, that fuch 
perfons as tender fuch oaths are in the power of the law, 
and will be 'treated with the utmoft rigour. And on this 
occafion, I conjure the Gentlemen of this county who may 
read this letter, and be next Affixes on your Jury, to diftin- 
tguifli the wanton compellers of fuch oathsj and the perfons 
who take or aclminifter them from fear and eompulfion. I 
fay, take or adminifter t'hem^ for, take and adminijler in the 
fenfe I allude to, are fynonimous in the eyes of humanity 
and juilice, vvh.en the motive, I mean fear of grievous out- 
rage to their , perfons or property, compels them to take the 
oath, or admjnifter it to others. And when I make this 
-requeft, you fee, my brethren, how much I have your in- 
tereft at heart, and with what fincer-ity I wifli to prevent 
the effufion of your blood. 

The fame motives induced a Proteftant Gentleman, an 
.acquaintance of mine, to addrefs fix letters *o you, in a 
flyle adapted to your understanding, under the fignature of 
A Dublin Shopkeeper. JHe had no motive whatever but your 
welfare, as his property is not in the county. His huma- 
nity and benevolence alone induced him to point out the 
danger to which you were expofed, the 'imaginary and 
groundlefs profpe&s you figured to yourfelves, and which 
you will foon feevanim as fmoak j.the various delufions to 
which the unthinking multitude are liable to fall victims, 
and the caution you fhould take againft thofe misfortunes in 
which a conduct fimilar to yours has involved fo many 
others, feveral of whom were really innocent. To cle- 
prjive his letters of the effect they fliould have on -you, you 
were made to believe that they were written by fome Cler- 
gyman, interefled in the prefervation of his tithes, or if a 
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Jloman Catholic, ,in the colle&ion of his dyes. I declare 
upon my conscience, that they were written by a Proteflant 
L/ayman, and that I myfelf did not know the author, until 
after the publication pf the firft letter. They deferve your 
attention the more as they come from fiich a difinterefted 
hand, and as I am equally unconcerned in thefe matters, 
only as far as they regard your own fafety, and the peace pf 
he public. 

1 hope that this Adorefs will deferve ypur attention, as it 
gives the fan&ion of religion to the maxims pf prudence, 
laid down in that Gentleman's writings. I am confident 
that many of you haye been mifled by your ignorance of 
the laws, and that as thefe difturbances originated in. the 
fiues of the Clergy, you did not forefee the confequences to 
yourfelves. That Gentleman^s letters deferve your moft 
ferious attention, as he explains all the laws which hang 
over you. On the other hand, it is a (landing maxim, thaf 
it is better to prevent crimes than to punifli them. It would 
be an at of humanity in the AiTociation?, compofed of 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, for the fuppreffion of tumults 
in the county of Cork, to get numbers of that Gentleman?? 
letters difperfed gratis through the country. It is the opi- 
nion of a great and humane writer, * that every Member, 
of Society Jhould^know when lie is criminal, and when innocent. 
This canr/ot be done without a knowledge of the laws which 
affeft the lives and liberties of the fubjeb. This know- 
ledge is never fufBciently communicated in this kingdom tq 
the multitude at large, few of whom can purchafe the 
ordinary vehicles of information, the Acls ; and even News- 
papers, are prohibited from even inferting alftrafls under 
ihe penalty of a profecution from the King's Printer. In 
foreign countries when new laws, affe6ting the lives of the 
people, are enacted, they are pofted up on the gates pf the 
Churches in all the Pariihes, and their non-prorqulgation 15 
pleaded in juftification of the fah This before- mentioned! 
conduct correfponds with Beccaria's wifhes, who fays, that 
every citizen fhould have the code of laws which affect his 
fife} and that the condu6t of Cenfors and M.agiRrates who 

punifl^ 

^ Beccaria. 
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fjunifli the ignorant, is a kind of tyranny which furroundt the 
/confines of political liberty. If the laws are made for the 
people, they mould know.thern, and laws which affet the lives 
of the multitude, fhould nat be confined to the Lawyer's 
library. I am confident that not one out of ten thoufand 
of the country people, knows one claufe of the White-Boy 
fiff. This is the time to make it as public as pofljble in 
a county hitherto the moil peaceable in the kingdom. But 
to return from this digrefiion to you, my brethren, if you 
have any room to complain of the extortions of any of 
your Clergy, why have you not made application to your 
Bifhops previous to thofe tumultuary meetings? Would 
Lord Dunboyne, as diilinguifhed for his tendernefs, his 
charity, the fweetnefs and amiablenefs of his manners, as 
he is by his high birth and exalted ftation ; or would the 
pious and edifying Doctor M'Kenha permit the opprefllon 
of the poor under pretence of religion ? They, who are 
more inclined to relieve your wants than to add to them ? 
There is fome exaggeration in your written notice, infinijar- 
ing that your Paftors require more than you can afford, and 
?hat fome of them are more attentive to your fubftance 
than to your fouls. Sure, my brethren, a Roman Catholic 
Clergyman, who in times of perfecution would be bound 
not to abandon you, but to (hare your fufferings,' and un- 
dergo every hardship for the fake of your falvation ; bound, 
to appear as the public deputy of the people, at the foot of 
the altar, erected to .a God, who died naked on the crofs, 
and -to wean your affections from the perilhable goods and 
fleeting pleasures of this fhort and diftra&ed life, to fix: 
them on Heavenly goods ; fare, no Roman Catholic Cler- 
gyman would make a traffic of the Sacraments, in extort- 
ing from an unhappy obje&, who has but fourpence a day, 
to fupport a wife and a number of children, with a handful 
of vegetables and a draught of water. We are rather 
bound to fell the facred vafes of the Temple, if we had 
any to difpofe of, fooner than flay the vi<5tim, already fleeced 
by opprefllve rack-rents. It cannot be conceived that a 
Roman Catholic Clergyman, Sfrho pays the leaft regard to 
the dignity and decency of his character, would fit down 
jna barn or cabbjn, at th.e expence of the labouring man, 
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;snd by intemperance, efface in the evening thofe irnpreffions 
f ;of piety which he imparted to htm in the morning. No, 

| t'here is no fuch thing. But there is the miftake you have 

jj committed in the oath already mentioned. You have 

bound by the oath the opulent farmer, who is able and 
xviliing to give to your Paftors wherewithal to fupport them, 
and to afford yourfelves fome affiftance in your wants, 
'You have bound him in like manner not to give any more 
than a crown^ &c, and this is an injuftice under the folemni- 
ty of an oach. For, whatever a poor man may do with a 
trifle fcarce competent to fupport himfelf, he has no right 
to controul the pockets of, or to prefcribe laws to the rich. 
If there had been fcanciatous extortions of the kind, you 
Should have preferred complaints to the BifJhops, and thefe 
venerable Prelates would have ordered their Clergy to cry 
out from their Altars, witji the Prophet Jonas, If it be on 
?ny account that this jlorm is raifed throw me overboard. 

The oppreffion of the poor, and the love of fordid gain, 
areinconfittent with the. character of perfons whofe miniflry 
is the .condemnation of avarice, the contempt of riches, 
, and the recommendation of charity. They are not dif- 
-|)ofed to bruife the reed already broken, nor to change the 
tender and inviting voice of fathers and paftors into the 
harfh language or" griping tax-gatherers. Has not Mr. 
Xp'Kelly, have not .others declared from the altars, that they 
require no more from you than what you are willing t 
give ? Let not .then the facred miniftry be a pretext for 
public difturbanctSj which in the end muft prove deftruc*- 
tive to yourfelves. Let your grievances be redreffed by the 
wifdom and humanity of your fuperiors in Church and 
State. Let public tranquillity be ref?ored, and let your- 
fy.'lves enjoy the fruits and jfweets of a peaceable conduct 
and innocent cpnfcience, which alone can recommend you 
to, and procure you the protection of God ancj your rulers. 
^Io perion can wifli you every iiapninefs more than your 
alfecliiouate fervaut, 

A. O'LEARY. 
Cork, Feb. 21, 1785, 



. Mr. O'LEARY's THIRD ADDRESS to tfc 
WHITE -BOYS, particularly thofe of the County of 
CORK. 

Countrymen, 



A O fuch of you as dill perfift in letting the laws of 
your Country at defiance, in oppofition to the dictates 
of prudence, which fuggefts to man not to hazard rafhly 
his life, nor the interefls of his family, but rather to bear 
patiently with a (lighter inconvenience to avoid a greater ; 
to fuch of yon as ftill purfue a line of conduft (mifcon- 
dut I ihould have faid) fo d'eflruftive to yonrfelves, and 
fubverfive of peace and good order, I addrefs myftlf a?: 
this critical juncture. For I ihal! not confound thofe who 
firft engaged in your caufe, either from error or licentiouf- 
nefs, and are now reclaimed to their duty, with thofe who 
ftill march on in. a road which from fad experience, they 
\vill find to end in a precipice. At the firfl breaking out 
of thefe unhappy difturbances you got every caution 
which religion, reafon and humanity could prompt men of 
companion and feelings to give a multitude eafily milled, 
and according to the common courfe of human affairs, 
incapable of drawing the delicate line to which common 
fenfe points out, and of which it fays, tints far yiu (ball gi 
end no farther. The dangers to which you were expofed 
from a diforderly conduft, the imaginary and groundiefs 
profpecls you figured to yourfelves, and which you now be- 
hold vanifhins; as fmoak. the various delufions to which the 

*J ' 

unthinking multitude are liable to fall victims, the precau- 
tion you fhould take againft the rni-sfortune in which a con- 
duel fimilar to yours had involved fo many before. Every 
tbing in fhort, was explained to you. The maxims of 
human prudence were flrengthened, ape! enforced by the 
great principles of "Religion j and we had every room to 



1 



Roman Catholic, in the colle&ion of his dues. I declare 
upon my confcience, that they were written by a Proteftant 
Layman, and that I myfelf did not know the author, until 
after the publication of the firft letter. They deferve your 
attention the more as they come from fuch a difinterefted 
hand, and as I am equally unconcerned in thefe matters, 
only as far as they regard your own fafety, and the peace of 
he public. 

1 hope that this Addrefs will deferye your attention, as it 
gives the fan&ion of religion to the maxims pf prudence, 
laid down in that Gentleman's writings. I am confident 
that many of you haye been mifled by your ignorance of 
the laws, and that as thefe disturbances originated in. the 
dues of the Clergy, you did not forefee the confequences to 
yourfelves. That Gentleman?s letters deferve your moft 
ferious attention, as he explains all the laws which hang 
over you. On the other hand, it is a {landing maxim, thaf 
it is better to prevent crimes than to punifli them. It would 
be an a<5t of humanity in the Affociation?, compofed of 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, for the fuppreffion of tumults 
in the county of Cork, to get numbers of that Gentleman's 
letters difperfed gratis through the country. It is the opi- 
nion of a great and humane writer, * that every Member 
of Society Jbould knovj <ujfien he is criminal, and iuhen innocent. 
This canrrbt be cone without a knowledge of the laws which 
affet the lives and liberties of the fubjefts. This know- 
ledge is never fufficiently communicated in this kingdom tq 
the multitude at Isrge, few of whom can purchafe the 
ordinary vehicles of information, the Abs ; and even News- 
papers, are prohibited from even inferting abftrafls under 
ihe penalty of a profecution from the King's Printer. In 
foreign countries when new laws, affeting the lives of the 
people, are enacted, they are pofted up on the gates of the 
Churches in all the Pariilies, and their non-promulgation i^ 
pleaded in justification of the fat. This before- mentioned 
conduct correfponds with Beccaria's wifhes, who fays, that 
every citizen fhould have the code of laws which affefil: his 
fife j and that the conduct of Cenfprs and Magiflrates who 
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punifli the ignorant, is a kind of tyranny which ftirroundt the 
confines of political liberty. If the laws are made for the 
people, they mould know. them, and laws which affecl: the lives 
of the multitude, mould nt be confined to the Lawyer's 
library. I am confident that not one out of ten thoufand 
of the country people, knows one claufe of the White-Boy 
^ff. This is the time to make it as public as poffible in 
a county hitherto the moft peaceable in the kingdom. But 
to return from this digreffion to you, my brethren, if you 
have any room to complain of the extortions of any of 
your Clergy, why have you not made application to your 
Bifliops previous to thofe tumultuary meetings? Would 
Lord Dunboyne, as difiinguifhed for his tendernefs, his 
charity, the fweetriefs and amiablenefs of his manners, as 
he is by his high birth and exalted ftation ; or would the 
pious and edifying Doctor M'Kenna permit the opprefllon 
of the poor under pretence of religion ? They, who are 
more inclined to relieve your wants than to add to them? 
There is fome exaggeration in your written notice, infinuat- 
iog that your Paftors require more than you can afford, and 
that fome of them are more attentive to your fubftance. 
than to your fouls. Sure, my brethren, a Roman Catholic 
(Clergyman, who in times of perfecution would be bound 
not to abandon you, but to fhare your fufFerings, and un- 
dergo every hardship for the fake of your falvation ; bound 
to appear as the public deputy of the people, at the foot of 
the altar, erected to .a God, who died naked on the crofs s 
and to wean your affe&ions from the perifliable goods and 
fleeting pleasures of this mort and diftra&ed life, to fix 
them on Heavenly goods ; fure, no Roman Catholic Cler- 
gyman would make a traffic of the Sacraments, in extort- 
ing from an unhappy objeft, who has but fourpence a day, 
to fupport a wife and a number of children, with a handful 
of vegetables and a draught of water. We are rather 
bound to fell the facred vafes of the Temple, if we had 
any to difpofe of, fooner than flay the vi&im, already fleeced 
by oppreflive rack-rents. It cannot be conceived that a 
Roman Catholic Clergyman, v?ho pays the leaft regard to 
the dignity and decency of his character, would fit down 
jna barn or cabbin, at the expence of the labouring man, 
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.and by intemperance, efface in the evening thofe impreffions 
:of piety which he imparted to him in the morning. No, 
t'here is no fuch thing. But there is the miftake you have 
committed in the oath already mentioned. You have 
bound by the oath the opulent farmer, who is able and 
willing to give to your Paftors wherewithal to fupport them, 
;i nd to afford yourfelves Tome affiflance in your wants, 
'You have bound him in like manner not to give any more 
than a crown, &c. and this is an injuftice under the folemni- 
ty of an oath. For, whatever a poor man may do with a 
trifle fcarce competent to fupport himfelf, he has no right 
to controul the pockets of, or to prefcrlbe laws to the rich. 
If there had been fcandaJous extortions of the kind, you 
ihould have preferred complaints to the Bifhops, and thefe 
venerable Prelates would have ordered their Clergy to cry 
out from their Altars, wit.h the Prophet Jonas, if it be on 
tny account that this ftorm is raifed throw me overboard. 

The oppreifion of the poor, and the love of fordid gain, 
are inconfiftent with the. character of perfons whofe miniflry 
is the .condemnation of avarice, the contempt of riches, 
and the .recommendation of charity. They are not dif- 
|3ofed to bruife the reed already broken, nor to change the 
tender and inviting voice of fathers and paftors into the 
harfh language of griping tax-gatherers. Has not Mr, 
:<p'Kelly, have not pthers declared from the altars, that they 
require no more from you than what you are willing t 
.give ? Let not then the facred miniftry be a pretext for 
public difturbances^ which in the end muft prove deftruor 
tive to yourfelves. Let your grievances be redreffed by the 
v/ifdom and humanity of your fuperiors in Church and 
State. Let public tranquillity be refEored, and let your- 
fy.'lves enjoy the fruits and fweets of a peaceable conduct 
and innocent confcience, which alone can recommend you 
to, and procure you the protection of God and your rulers. 
No perion can wiili you everv haopinefs more than your 

*^_ '^ /!.,.,/,.*> '" J 

aiteciionate fervant, 

A. O'LEARY. 
Cork, Feb. 2i ; 1785, 

Rev, 
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WHITE -BOYS, particularly thofe of the County of 
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Countrymen, 





JL O fuch of you as (fill perfi/l in fetting the laws of 
your Country at defiance, in oppofition to the dictates 
of prudence, which fuggefts to man not to hazard rafhly 
his life, nor the interefts of his family, but rather to bear 
patiently with a (lighter inconvenience to avoid a greater ; 
to fuch of yon as flili purfue a line of conduct (mifcon- 
ducT: I fhould have faid) fo deflru&ive to yourfelves, and 
fubverfive of peace and good order, I addrefs myfelf at 
this critical juncture. For I fhal! not confound thofe who 
fir/1 engaged in your caufe, either from error or licentiouf- 
nefs, and are now reclaimed to their duty, with tho-fe who 
ftill march on in a road which from fad experience, they 
will find to end in a precipice. At the firil breaking out 
of thefe unhappy difturbances you gat every caution 
which religion, reafon and humanity could prompt men of 
compaffion and feelings to give a multitude eafily milled, 
and according to the common courfe of human affairs, 
incapable of drawing the delicate line to which common 
fenfe points out, and of which it fays, tJs-ts far ym (ball g-} 
and no farther. The dangers to which you were expofed 
from a diforderly conduct, the imaginary and groundiefs 
profpetts you figt4red to yourfelves, and wh/ch you now be- 
hold vaniming as fmoak, the various ddufions to which the 
unthinking multitude are liable to fall victims, the precau- 
tion you fhould take againft the misfortune in which a con- 
dufl; fimilar to yours had involved fo many before. Every 
tbing in fhort, was explained to you. The maxims of 
human prudence were fTrengthened, sr-i enforced by the 
great principles of Religion; and we had every room to 

ex peel, 



( 162 ) 

eipecl, that in cafe Religion had loft its influence over 1 
jcu as Chriftians, at leaft your own prefervation, as men, 
founded upon the fiift principles of nature, would induce 
you not to expofe your bodies to the rod of juftice, or to 
the executioner's hand. When you imagined yourfelves 
fecure in your numbers, an anticipated lift was made out 
of fo many White-Boys -whipped,, fo many Jhot by the army f 
fo many White-Boys ividows and orphans reduced to beggary 
from the mijconduft of their former hujbands and fathers. 
There was no infpiration rtquifite, in order to foretell fucfar 
iuture events. Forefight and common fcnfe uttered z 
prophecy which you fee now fulfilled, and the accomplifh- 
ment whereof you can read on the mangled backs of the 
companions of yonr former excurfvons. If you are wife 
then return peaceably and without delay to your occupa- 
tions and duty, and do not fwell the catalogue of fiiffering 
offenders. It is the advice of one who has your welfare 
at heart : Who, whiift he reprobates your diforders,- 
pities your weaknefs, and who in acknowledging the juftice 
ot the punilhment inflicted for the crime, commiferates 
the man in the criminal. 

But what wilt my pity avail, if you do not pity youf- 
felves r How, or by v/hat arguments to reclaim you, I 
am at a lofs. I lhall however pay this laft tribute to 
humanity, and follow the advice of the Apoftle who' 
commands Minifters of the Gofpel to rebuke, reprove, ex- 
hort the fi'nner. 5To be inflant in feafon^ out offea/on. If my 
endeavours fliould chance fo be out of feafon with regard to 
the obftinate, yet they may be in feafon with regard 10 thofe 
whom I would fain preferve from the contagion of your 
pernicious example, i reclaimed forae of your afibciates 
before, who now feel the comfort of having returned to- 
the path of peace, and good order. Happy for you,> 
tho* late, if you copied after them. To attempt to re- 
claim you by the power and influence of religion would,- 
I am afraid, be an ufelefs talk. You have thrown off its 
reftraint. And however orderly a well bred Deift who 
does not fee) diftrefs, but laughs at religion, may- conduct 
himfelf through life until the fcene of delufion is ciofcd, 
and death introduces him to the Judge, who, fays, Woe to 
you Who laugh, &c. When the common people in any 
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flate throw .off the reftraint of religion, or become fanatic? 
they become like lions unchained, who if not oppofed by 
force or ftratagem, will devour their defencelefs preyi 
Of this we have unhappy proofs in the diflurbances which 
have difgraced this province. When you minded youc 
religion, grace and order reigned over the land. The 
weary cottager after his labour and rural meal flept fecure^ 
and acquired ffefh firength for the toils of the enfuing 
day, and if the neighbour was injured in his property by 
Health or fraud, the dread of profaning the Sacraments 
was attended with reftitution, and the purpofe of amend^ 
ment. But when* to the aftonifhment and fcandal of the 
public, relieion became a fport ; when the hou/es of 
worfhip were profaned by the tumultuary meetings, begin- 
ning their devotions with the folemnity of combination- 
oaths, without enquiring whether they were lawful or 
facrilegious ; when the flocks became deaf to the in- 
flru&ions of the Paftors, dictating inftead of obeying, and 
did with their own hands what the moft infamous Priefr- 
catchers refrained from doing in times of perfecution, I 
mean the nailing up of Chapels, and excluding from the 
houfe of God fuch as intended to offer up their prayers on 
that day appointed by all denominations of Chriftians for 
the worfliip of the Supreme Being, and held fo facred that 
on that day the very, adminiftration of civil, juftice is fuf- 
pended; when without any intention to exchange the 
Creed for another, but rather get rid of both, nor any 
intention to reform the morals, but rather to obtain im- 
punity for licentioiifnefs, you flocked to the Proteflant 
Churches, as the temples in former times were reforted to 
by thofe malefactors who intended to make of the houfe 
of God a rampart againft the purfu-it of violated juftice ; 
when this irreligious farce v/as attended with the notes of 

t_j 

the flute, and the blafts of the bag-pipe playing from one 
houfe of worfliip into another, a fet of men combined 
againft the Clergy of both, threatening with deflruSion 
the refpe&able Catholics who refufed to attend the procef- 
flon of diforder in tumult. 

In fhorr, when religion loft its hold of people accuf- 
tomed to revere and reipecl: it. theJi rhe mo.^ peaceabl-e 
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county of the kingdom became a fcene of jrnarchy, difnr- 
der and confufion, and fpread the contagion far and wide^- 
a brutal and indifcriminate vengeance, was wreaked upon 
man and bead.- And the excefTes of the mad rabhle who 
acknowledged Lord George. Gordon for their Prefident in 
the year eighty, have been in fome meafiire copied by I 
the followers of Captain Right in the year eighty-fix, [ 
The former burnt houfes, and 'committed Tinging birds to | 
the flames. The letter cropped horfes, and b'irnt ricks of | 
corn. O fcolift) Galatians / fays St. Paul, ivltat hath be- | 
witched yen? !' 

If you complained of grievances, was redrefs to be | 
obtained by profanation, and inhuman and barbarous [ 
fleps, which tend to defeat the very end you propofe I 
to yourfelves, and to make you rather objects of detefta- \ 
tiori than pity ? When you complained of the conduct of ; [ 
fbme of your own Clergymen, as overbearing and rigo- \, 
rous ; to remove every plea lor diforder and difcontent, i 
your prelates afTembied, and after declaring that a fmal! ; 
flipend, the reafonablenefs of which they left to the deci- | 
iion ot the public, was reqiiifite for the fupport of your-" j 
paftors; they enjoined them at the fame time not to en- j 
force a rigoioas exaction of their" dues, but to friew upon ; 
all occafsons that fpirit of mildnefs, lenity and difinterert^- i" 
ednefs, fo becoming their - facred character. What more [ 
eould th'ey have done ? You, on the ether hand, not | 
only 'bound yourfelves by oath to withhold your ufuaF r: 
fupport, but contronl the opulent and well 'difpofed, who- | 
were willing and able to make up for- what yourfelves were- | 
unwilling and unable to give. Thus under pretence of f 
redreffing grievances, you-- became the oppreflbrs of your f 
fpiritual guides, and as to your caufes of complaint from- | 
pro6tors and tithe-farmers, inftead of waiting for that re- f 
lief which the humanity- and wiltlom of the Paliament I 
may in time and place fuggefl, you have arrogated to ; 
yourfelves a power bordering upon life and death, by bu- | 
rying them up to their chins in graves, lined with briars j 
and other materials of torture, leaving their life or 1 de- > 
iiru&ion to the bare chance of being found or, not found,- | 
by fome paffenger. Great God ! could you be fo diverted |; 
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tif feeling as to inflifib fuch a punifhment, or fo devoid of 
common fenfe as to imagine, that fuch a conduct was 
the beft method of deferving the attention and companion 
of your rulers'? The public confidered thefe horrid bar- 
barities as the effects of a temporary madnefs, which cool 
reafon and the feverity of the law would effectually cure. 
But what muft not be their indignation and aftonifliment, 
if, after the fteps which Government has taken., they fee 
you not only relapfe into your former frenzy, but work 
yourfclves up to the higheft pitch of madnefs ! 

After reforming the clergy, you now proceed to reform 
the flate. By your new regulations no labouring man i$ 
to go to another parifli to fave the harveft. This cer- 
tainly ihews your humanity and wifdom, on the eve of 
the fevere winter, where every hand fhould be employed 
to fecure the bounties of nature and this I call a regiJatitn 
f beggary and imprifonmerit. For the landlord will have his 
rent or your bodies, and -if you refufe to work you muft 
;beg; and the public will :give no-alms to perfons who be- 
come idlers from wilful obftinacy. 

You write threatening letters to the Civil Magi/Irate, 
ordering him, under the fevereft penalties, to interfere no 
.more in your proceedings, and are come to refp.lv.es 
about the hearth-money, which 'you intend to regulate 
by your own flandard ; and this regulation about magif- 
trates and hearth-money, as more immediately affecting 
M-rijefty, is a regulation bordering upon treafpn or rebel- 
lion, and appropriating to yourfelves a part of the reve- 
nues of the crown. To crown the work, you ported up 
a 4i6tice, or you wrote a menacing letter to a moft re- 
fpectable ^rote/lant clergyman, ordering him not to med- 
dle with an old church in his parifh, the materials of 
which sre requisite to defray the expences incurred by 
building a new one, but to leave it to you for a chapel. 
And this regulation, to me, is a regulation, of furprizs and 
aftoni foment. What a furprizing tranfition from pro- 
fanation to devotion, from one extreme to another ! 
Some time before you nailed up the chapels, and 
would not permit yoyr clergy to officiate therein. 
Now your own chapels will not fuffice without having 
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tne church: not long fince you carried the chape! tor 
church; now you will have the church come back to the 
chapel. This is a ftrange fit of devotion in a fet of men 
who, not long ago, in derifion of priefthood, gave but an | 

Irifli crown to the paftor, at a wedding, and collected | 

eighteen millings for the piper. But pray, if you obtain I 

the church, who will be your chaplain ? for I am fure no 
Roman Catholic clergyman will befomad as to obtrude into 
a. church, of the eftabliihed religion, under the banners of 
fedition. You muft then ordain a chaplain yourfelves; and 
every perfon who attempts a reformation in the church and 
ftate, without an ordinary million, commonly pleads a 
rniffion from Heaven. Capt. Right may affume the power 
of ordination, as the German cobler, who attempted the 
reformation of religion, pretended to impart the gift of 
'prophecy to his difciples, by making them drink a pot of 
beer, and-giving them on the head a ftroke of a poker. 

However, as this extraordinary meffage, purporting to 
give up a Proteftant church to be changed into a chapel, is 
become the general fubjecl: of converfation, it is incumbent 
oh me to make my remarks on it. I have read^fo many 
anecdotes of plots and roguim fchemes, of which fimple* 
tons were the tools, and knaves the contrivers, that I am 
very cautious. It is fuppofed that when. you meet in your 
lurking holes, you all agree in the fame meafure, and that 
every deliberation is the aft of the whole corps, otherwife 
you woti'd foon difperfe. If then this mefilige be really an 
-at of your meeting, fo'me artful incendiary, capable of 
Working upon your intellects, ftupified. by watching and in- 
toxication, has crept in among you, either to caufe fotne 
confufion in the ftate, from motives beft 'known (if not to 
himfelf) certainly to his employer, or from an expectation 
of obtaining a reward for fwearing a\vay your lives at the 
next affizes. For there is not the leaft fhadow of probabi- 
lity, that a fet of night-ftroilers, cropping cattle and burn- 
ing corn, after nailing chapels and humbling their clergy, 
would ex pofe themfelves to martyrdom in forcing a Pro- 
teftant clergyman to give up a church, to indulge a devo- 
tion. Moreover, you know that when a new place of 
is to be created, the Parilh Prieil is always confu't- 
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e'd ;' for where there is no Mafs, there is ah end of the 
chapel. You know full -well that no Prieft would attend 
you in fuch a fit of frantic devotion, if you did not force 
him to ride bare-backed, Pro&or-like, on Captain Right's 
grey horfe, with the furze faddle under him, and the horn 
founding before him. Give irp then every thought of 
changing the church into a chapel, "for you will never get 
any Prieft to attend you there, without you drive him 
before you, mounted as I mentioned ; and I am fure that 
the moil ambitious of the clergy would not ride the Pope's 
mule in fuch. an equipage. The meffage then, if it conies 
from you, is of a piece with the reft of your proceedings, 
as far as they are barely confined to nonfenfe ; and if the 
churches and chapels were the anti-chambers of Heaven, 
they could never procure admittance into its inner apart- 
ments, whilft you lead a loofe and licentious life, deftroying 
your neighbour's property, and difturbing the peac'e of 
Ibciety. However, if you want to fee the infide of that 
church, you mall be gratified on the following condition. 
Appoint what Sunday you think fit, and that at fooneft, 
and I fhall go and meet you there, not to fay mafs, but to 
give you an exhortation, or a ferrhon, which ever you like. 
Colonel Mannix, or any of the neighbouring Magistrates 
will, I am confident, not refufe to attend ; after the ex- 
hortation, of which you certainly ftand in need, the Ma- 
giftrate will explain the law to you, liften to your com- 
plaints, and if you make a folemn promife, which you can 
without any remorfe confirm with an oath, to return peacea- 
bly to your duty, and to difturb no longer the community, 
he will tranfmit your complaints to your Reprefentatives in 
Parliament. A fimilar affair happened already, and has 
been attended with fuccefs, for the people, on liftening to 
reafon, returned to the path of moderation and good con- 
duit. All this is to be done with the confent of the gentle- 
man to whom the old church belongs ; for you know that 
it is not civil to force into another man's houfe. The paftor 
of that church is a ftedfall: Proteftant, and I am a ftedfaft 
Roman Catholic, believing feven facraments, and every 
article that has been explained to you in your early days in 
.your catechifra. Yet we arc both united in the fame caufc 
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.-of .charity and benevolence with feveral other gentlemen of 
rdifferent perfuafions, as Members of the Committee for the 
"Relief of vlnfolvent Debtors. 

Gnr controversies turn upon the ways and means of keep- 
ing order and cleaniinefs in vthe gaols, of , procuring the 
.captive debtors a weekly allowance, of compounding with 
their creditors, and restoring them to their poor families.- 
The very Magiflrates who you threaten are fubfcribers to 
this inftitution. On the lift of the relieved captives are 
numbers of your own namefakes and relations. This di- 
grcflton I make -in order to remind you of your ingratitude 
and deiudon in meddling with the clergy of the eftablifhed 
religion, many of whom defsrve fo -well of the poor; but 
that gentleman .in particular, the martyr of chanty, who 
beSew-s on them the -portion of time and fubftance which 
rhe.can fpare from his functions and family. The propofal 
.of meeting I make fr.pm ray heart. The fubject of my 
.fermon fhall be. the obligations which nature and religion 
inipofe os man to live peaceably and honefdy, both as a 
CJhriftian and a member -of civil fociety, and my text fhall 
^be thefe words of St. -Paul, / exhort therefore that fray er and 
fupplications be made for Kin^s^ and for all that are in autho- 
rity, that <vje may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all Godlinefs 
and konejly. i Timothy,, chap. 2. May you conform your 
.-lives to the text ! Amen. -But to .return tp. the .notice, or 
meffage : 

It is mofl: likely that fome one who would Jiot much -roru- 
-ple to tell a lie at the expence of your lives, has written the 
letter in your name, or pofted up the notice, to make you 
more odious than you are, (though you are odious enough 
already,) and to haften the vengeance of the laws which 
a.wait you, by quickening the fears of the public. Every 
robbery and plunder will-be bid to your charge, feveral fedi- 
tious letters will be written in your name*, divine juftice 
will permit that even the malice of others will haften to 
your ruin. And however I hate your proceedings, I really 
pity your madnefs in putting it in their power.; and the 
iTiore fo, as, according to Sr. Auguftin, no wretch is more 
<o be piried than the wretch who does not pity himfelf, 
jOne fuould think, that more than a -twelvemonth's appren- 
tice fhip 
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ticemip to licentioufnefs, befides the lofles you have 
ed, would have tired you in the road of iniquity ;.' and 'little' 
.did we expet to hear any more of cropping horfes and 
Burning corn, much lefs depriving the cottager of the u!e 
of his fpade amidft the invitations of a copious harveft. 
Little did we ex'pecl: to hear of attempts to deprive the 
landlords of their rent, to encroach upon the authority of 
the Parliament, and to invade the rights of the Crown, by 
arrogating to yourfelves the power of regulating, the taxes' 
eif the ftate r after two aflrzes, and the lenity, impartiality 
and wifdom which Government has fhev/n upon the occa- 
fion;. for what greater proofs of- them could Government 
have given, than when the energy of the laws was to be 
Supported by the military power, it appointed a General' 
\yho unites humanity with valour, who condefcended to 
appear in your complaints, prevailed on fcveral gentlemen 
concerned in tithes to reduce to the njoftf reaforiablc 
,i1:andard ; ; copied after' that illuftrious Roman, who, when 
the common people had thrown off the yoke of fubordina- 
tion, kept the fword in the flleath, and held out the olive 
Branch, preferring in the firft /lage of the political diftem- 
per, lenient to violent remedies : A General, in fine,-who.,' 
on hearing well-grounded complaints, would forget the 
warrior in the advocate for-thc diftreffed, if the complainers" 
ceafed to be licentious. 

In the delicate circumffanees wliich afife&ed yorir lives., 
Government' appointed 7 a judge, endowed with extenfivc 
knowledge, penetration and wifdom, which qualify him 
fo eminently for holding the fcale in which the lives, the' 
fortune, and the honour of men, are to be weighed ; withV 
integrity, proof againft the attacks of power and intereft,.- 
with humanity and moderation, -which without: loofening the 
veil wherewith juftice is painted hoodwinked,- can raife its 
border to caft a glanc* of pity on the unfortunate : Such 
were the two illuftrious perfonages in \vhofe nands Govern- 
ment lodged the fword of military power and juftice, to 
fupprefs the rflforders to which you have given rife, 1 
mean tijrd Luttrel and Lord Chief Raron Yelverton. 
Wifdom and impartiality made a choice which humanity 
applauded; but a longer continuance of your madn-efs and 
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foiJy rrtufl baffle their united efforts, to your own inevitable 
deftru&ion. 

The honour of the country, the preferva'tion. of public 
order, the protection of the defencelefs cottager, and. the 
prevention of further diforders, will compe.l Generals to 
mark the progrefs of their march with your bloody and 
judges to ftretch the laws to their utmofi. Equally cruel 
to yourfelves, and unmerciful to others, if you have any 
grievances to complain of, you block up every road to re- 
drefs, by the very fteps whereby you intend to obtain it. 

In a large county, and I may almoft fay a province, with- 
out arts or manufactures, where, in fome places, in a range 
of fifty or fixty miles, fcarce a wheel or reel can be met 
with for want of flax or. wool to employ, the houfe-wife 5 - 
and where the very treafures of the ocean are become ufe- 
lefs for want of the means to improve the advantages cf 
nature : In a place fo circumftanced, where the poor cot- | 

tager mufl with five- pence a day fu-pport himfelf, a wil'e, [' 

and five or fix children, more or lefs, and contribute his | 

fhare to the fupport of the State, you attempt to deprive | 

poor induftrious men of the liberty of earning the means of 
fubnftence. Some of you can remember the great frote, 
snd fuch of you as were not born at the time muft know, 
from the tradition of your fathers, that Heaven vifitcd the 
land with a famine, whofe ravages, amongft the common 
people were fuch, that for want of food, the living had 
fcarce ftrength enough to bury the dead. Now Heaven js 
kind in granting you an extraordinary, continuance of fair 
weather, and a plentiful harveft, and ihc favours or. Heaven 
you reject. Inftead of prakifing the Itffun which nature 
itfelf give? you in the example of the ant, -'the bee, and fe- 
veral clafles of irrational beings, an example which Solo- 
mon recommends to your imitation in the following words: 
Go to the ant, 'thou JJuggard, cfn/ider her. -ways and be wije ; 
which having no guide, overjet't^, or ruler, prwideih. her meat 
in the funaner, and gatheretk her food in the.harvejl. In/lead 
of improving the fair weather to the beft advantage in 
new thatching your cabbins, in minding your bufinef5 r a.nvl 
laying in a ftock for the fupport of yourfelves and- families 
againft the enfuing winter, you exhauft your health in thofe 
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niglYtly excurfions, the fruits of which mufl: be the lofs of 
life or liberty, or criminal wearinefs which difables you 
from working; trie following day. Under pretence of re- 
drefllng grievances, you : confine the labourer who has no 
work at home, who at ftated times goes to earn his Wage's 
in other parifhes, and whofe aflittance is reo^uifite forfaving 
the harveff. You confine him to his cottage, where he 
has. nothing to behold but a wife aud children perifhing with 
hunger, and his fpade and (hovel decaying With ruff, be- 
cauie by the regulations of the Right-Boys, he dares not to 
handle them iri the pariflies where he could ge^t employment. 
Thus you opprefs the poor f you diflrefs the farmer,' who at 
certain rimes wants an extraordinary num'ber of hands ; you 
will fill the gaols with infotverit .debtors ; and you begin to 
few the feeds of fcarcity and famine, which yourfelves ; : muft" 
feel, as well as the innocent, which" fuffer but too bftenfor 
the guilt of others. If this 1 be yduT mode of redfeffing grie- 
vances, the remedy is worfe. than the difeafe; and if no 
other crime could be laid to your charge but this regulation 
only,' this alone would expofe you' to the deteftation of 
every honeft man. . , . 

I appeal to yourfelves, whether the unhappy perfons who 
lofl their lives by attempting a refcue, and thus impeding 
the courfe of juftice, would not have done better to mind 
their bufinefs, than to be cut oiF by. a fudden death, and 
leave their widows and orphans without fupport ? To your- 
felves I appeal, whether fuch of your affociates as have al- 
ready undergone the juft punifliment of the Taw, or fuch as 
are now confi'ned in order to t'akfe their trialat the . next 
affixes, arid who, befides their perfohal difgrace and danger 
muft feel for their families, deftitute of theif fupport,. and 
diftreifrng themfelve's to fupport them in their confinement? 
I appeal to youffelves,' whether thefe perfons would not 
have dorie better to mind their labour, and partake in com- 
mon with their little families of the fruits of their honeft 
itiduftry, than to be, as they now are, the unpitied objecllff 
of wretchednefs,- laboflfing under prefent anguilh, and 
haunted with" the terror of future piinifh'ment,' reprefenting 
to themfelves the fvvord of juftice hanging over their heads, 
smd uncertain of their future deftinv. Would you really 
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with to be in their fituation ? Anfwer me I am fure you 
would not. If then you intend to avoid their fate, avoid 
their example,- arid learn a" little wifdom from the folly of 
others, or rather avoid the punimmeM by avoiding the 



Do you- really believe, my brethren, (I call you brethren, 
becaufe I begin to foften from pity for thre misfortunes you 
have already brought on others, and which you will inevi- 
tably bring on yourfelves,- for- methinks I already hear the 
cries of your widows, or forlorn mothers, calling to me for 
alms to help them to buy your coffins,) do you really be- 
lieve that an obftinate perfeverance in diforder, a repetition 
of conflagrations arid outrages,' and a gradual rife from one 
abufe to another, are the beft means of difpofing yourrulers 
to lenity^ and to a confideration of the caufes of your eom- 
.plaints ? N-O. They only -tend to give a keener edge to the 
fword of juftJce. You fliould rather' dread, left conftant 
provocations on your, part, and every effort to reclaim you 
to your duty, rendered' fruitlefs by an obftinate refinance, 
may induce the legiflature to make what is called a mifde- 
meanor, GAPITAE FELONY, and that the fame offences 
which in your affdciates have been punifhed with whipping- 
or imprifonment only y - may doom yourfelves to. the halter. 
What if you were declared public enemies to the State, and 
/hot without further cerem-Ony wherever you would be met 
with after nightfall ? This is what you have to fearjiand- 
liothing to hope while you remain turbulent. 

No rulers on earth will permit any order of men to over- 
turn eftablifhed laws, whilft they have; power to maintain- 
their authority. Much lefs will the rulers of this kingdom- 
change one tittle of the laws,.: on occafion of any violence 
committed by a fct of men who could be mowed down as 
fo many withered weeds, by one (ingle regiment. They 
will liften to the complaints of the fubje&s when preferred 
to them in a decent, humble and becoming manner, .and 
through a proper channel. But they will referve to them- 
felves the mode of redrefs as well as the time for granting 
or refufmg it. The multitude is too fickle and iriconftant' 
ior governing itfelf. If it once {Irikes out of the path of 
flibordination,,turaults 3 diflentionsj and the moil atrocious 
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crimes muft be the refult ; and in this ftate of convulfion, 
the man who complained of grievances before, under the 
ruling powers, will feel heavier grievances from his neigh- 
bour, who unreftrained by law, will become his murderer 
or oppreflbr. Your conduct juftifies my remark. The 
man who earned his fourpence or fivepence a dny, flept 
fecure under the protection of the law, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Magiftrate. Now, by the White-Boy 
rules, he muft ftarve in his cottage for want of liberty to 
earn his bread in a diftant parifti, or ride the grey horfe on 
a furze faddle, or be buried to his chin in a torturing grave. 
How to conclude this letter I am at a Jofs. If you have 
any regard for your lives, for your wives, for your children,, 
for your fathers, for your mothers, I conjure you in the 
name of God, to defift without any further delay. Lord 
Luttrell, who to his eternal honour, has enquired into your 
complaints, is in poflefljon of whatever is to be laid before 
the Senate of the nation, whofe decifion you fhould wait 
for, with that fubmifllon becoming fubjeb, and that pru- 
dence which Ihould hinder you as .men from running to 
your final deftru&ion. Your caufe, could not be in worfe 
hands than your own. Therefore throw yourfelves on the 
mercy of your rulers, and do not force them to forget in the 
multitude of your offences, whatever may be the caufe of 
yaur complaints. This plain, fimple and candid advice is 
row your laft refource. If you reject it, you are undone. 
For, yom will not only have the laws and army let loofe on 
you, but all the nobility and gentry, all the wife, peaceable, 
and virtuous fubjefts, will confider you as public enemies, 
whofe deftrufition is requifite for their own prefervation. 
And as you are ignorant of the danger which threatens you, 
Irequeftin your behalf, as a favour of the Printers through- 
out the kingdom, to copy this letter into their refpeftive 
papers, and of the friends of humanity to make it as public 
as poflib.le, by d.ifperfing it among. ft you. That it have 
on you the defired effect, is .the wifh of 

ARTHUR O'LEARY. 
Nov. 19, 178.6. 
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A P P E N D I X.- 

( No. II. ) 

COPY of a PETITION which the Right Honourable 
LUKE GARDINER was to prcfent to the IRISH 
HOUSE of COMMONS, on behalf of the ROMAN 
CATHOLICS of IRELAND, when the Claufe for the 
demolifhing their Chapels was to be debated. 

THAT at the moft critical times, and in the fuccefiive 
wars in which Great Britain and Ireland have been involv- 
ed, they have behaved as loyal and faithful fubjefts to each 
luccceding Sovereign. 

That ; they have given to their rulers, the moft facred 
and inviolable 1 pledge which mortals could give, or which 
the legislature could prefcribe -a folemn oath, the fincerity 
of which- have been mariifefted by their conduct, and rea- 
dinefs to co-operate with- their Proteflant fellow-fubjects, 
in : the defence of their common country, in the time of 
danger. '" "'. 

That popular commotions are not the growth of any par- 
ticular foil j nor peculiar to any defcription of men, but 
happen in every age, and in every -nation ; they happened 
in Spain, an abfolute ancL- Catholic government, within thefe 
few years they happened in Great Britain, a free and 
Proteftant (late,, in the year 86. "" 
" That in the fuppreffion of the difturbances which hap- 
pened of late in the South of Ireland, ' the Catholic nobility 
and gentry, their prelates' and inferjdr clergy, have been 
moft active; That during thefe diftu'rba'rices. their chapels 
have been nailed up,' their Roman Catholic paftors abufed 
and forced from their parities, and no diftinfition made in 
the paroxifm of popular frenzy ; that in the' head of a bill 
brought into this honourable Houfe, they have read with 
concern and aftonilhment/a claufe, empowering the 
. . . , , .-'-. civil 
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civil magiftrates to pull down, level and prpftrate, any 
Roman Catholic chapel, in which, or in the vicinity oft 
which, any unlawful oath is tendered, upon the teftimony 
.of one witnefs. 

That they confider fuch a claufe dtfgraceful to their reli- 
gion as chriftians, injurious to their honour, character and 
loyalty, as fubje&s ; and naturally imprefling the mind of 
their moil gracious Sovereign, with the notion, that his 
Catholic fubje&s are combining (in the mod awful and fa- 
cred of all places) againft his Crown and dignity. And as 
it muft eventually prove deftruftive of the indulgence which 
of late a humane and enlightened kgiflature has granted 
them, after a long trial of their fidelity, while it laboured 
under the fevereft laws. As fuch a claufe, (befides holding 
forth a fafpicion of their fincerity) -has a natural tendency 
to afford a pretext for repealing the favours already granted 
to the whole body of their communion, in cafe any deluded 
individual, either actuated by licentioufnefs, or ftimulated 
by their enemies, fliould oppofe the magiftrates in the 
proftration of chapels, which were left {landing in times of 
the greateft perfecution. 

Thatamidft the profligacy of morals, of late fo preva- 
lent amongfl the lower orders who have lhaken off that re- 
ilraint under which they had been heretofore kept by their 
paftors, and from other collateral caufes, it would be no 
difficult matter to find not only one witnefs, but feveral who 
would fwear before a'raagiftrate that fuch oaths were taken, 
though no fuch oaths had ever been admmiftered. 
For thefe and other reafons, which will occur to the 
fenate of the nation, they moft humbly pray your honours 
\vlll not pals the fame into a law". 
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Page : Line 

39, i;i, for fedition which, the mad": mate--, 
volence has upbraided me, read fe- 
dition. with which, mad malevolence.: 
has upbraided me* 

53,, i;8, dele the word and.. 

57,. u, after the words iL zs. 6di read 
whereas in the year 1786, they were, 
increafed to zl. os. 6d. in fome places,. 

58,. 1:2, read A$age nugcs. 

63, 5, for if, read of.. 

104,. 9, for oppofe, read impugne* 

107, 4, for tejlramentus, read iejlamentariis.. 

108, for EngJijh cardinal, read Englijh or- 

dinal. 

j 1 1,, for Biffuet, read ' Boffuet. 

129, for frapaolo) read Frapolo.. 

130, for vimuccini, read riniuccinu 
1,3.0, for isxunds, read mounds. 

J -3.5>- 3 r ^ or ft ''^o prefcription, read //// off 
prefcription. 

io^j 3">. read 7^^ dif qualifications are, 

inducements to con-ver/ion* 

3.74,. 7, for &z.&f read. < 
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